
 

 

 

 

 

June 18, 2020  

 

Dear Church Family, 

 

We are excited to announce that we will begin indoor, in-person worship services in our sanctuary again 

on Sunday, July 5th! There are more details on this, below. Your church leadership has spent a great deal 

of time praying and discerning the pathway forward. These deliberations have been guided first and 

foremost by love for God and love for neighbor. After these first priorities, we have tried to take into 

account the desires of the congregation, acknowledging that these are widely varied. In all of this we 

have worked to make good decisions based on the best available information at the time. We 

acknowledge that the situation with the pandemic is constantly changing and we learn more each day. 

We will learn, adjust, and improve as we go along.  

 

So, what about those details? As we gather for worship on July 5th, there will be some things that look 

different. We recognize that there is a risk in everything we do, but as responsible people whose priority 

is to love others, we do what we can to reduce and manage that risk. With that in mind, as we return to 

in-person worship, we believe that some of what looks different can actually be a way of loving our 

neighbor well. So, here are some of what will be different: 

• We expect everyone (except children under 3) to wear a mask for worship, from the time they 

 leave their car until they return to it 

• We will practice social distancing while we are in the building. While those who live together 

may sit together, we will work to maintain a minimum of six feet of separation between others in 

our pews 

• In order to ensure as many as possible feel comfortable attending worship, please refrain from 

physical contact with individuals beyond your household group 

 

We will sanitize the worship space after each service, and we will take the added precaution of not 

handing out bulletins, not passing the offering plate (there will be a place to leave your offering when 

you enter or leave), and not passing microphones. We know that worship will feel different. It will feel 

especially different for those who lead worship. Nevertheless, we are making progress toward a return to 

normalcy, and we’re doing so in a way that honors the most vulnerable among us. We recognize that 

there are differing opinions about the need to wear masks or social distance. We further recognize that 

there are those who believe the risk of contracting COVID-19 is small. The risk may be small or 

moderate, but does exist, and none of us want to be responsible for potentially causing a sister or 

brother’s illness or death. We want to act out of love for one another, doing all that we can to protect one 

another.  
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On July 5th, we will have two worship services, one at 8:15am and one at 10:30am. There will be no 

Sunday School between services, allowing time to sanitize our worship space. Also, we will not have 

nursery or children’s church available. While all of this means that worship will feel different as we 

return, we are excited to be able to gather again and do so safely. We can’t wait to see everyone and to 

worship God together! We know that, while we have taken reasonable steps to ensure the safety of all 

who gather, there may be some who prefer not to gather in larger groups at this point for worship. As a 

result, we will continue to make worship available on YouTube Live.  

 

 

Grace & Peace, 

 

 

Calvin Park  Dave Nichol  Derrick Kreider  Philip Johnson 

Senior Pastor  Moderator  Church Board Chair  Church Board Vice-chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


