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The Power of a Little Extra Fertilizer 
 

Some of you may know one of my favorite outdoor hobbies is caring for a small vegetable garden in my 

back yard.  A few years ago, I had big surprise in my garden when a horse, pulling an Amish carriage, left a 

“deposit” at our driveway.  I decided to take care of the problem by shoveling up the “deposit” and adding it to 

the empty area of my garden.  I did that and never gave it a thought.   

 

A few weeks later I put out my last planting of green beans and my fall broccoli in that same empty area 

in my garden.  Again…never thought much about it.  A few weeks later I had a big surprise when I checked on 

my garden. My broccoli and green beans were HUGE!  I had never seen such huge broccoli and green beans in 

all the years I have put out a garden. I was totally puzzled for a while until I suddenly remembered the “deposit” 

left by the generous horse earlier in the summer.  

 

It is often totally amazing to see what a little good fertilizer can do in a garden.  So, what about our spiritual 

lives? Is there fertilizer for our spiritual lives?  I am a firm believer that God’s Word can act in an amazing way 

as fertilizer for our spiritual lives. We can read God’s word and hide God’s truth in our lives in the same way that 

I hid that deposit from the horse in the soil of my garden.  Later…when my garden had need of that extra boost, 

the fertilizer totally changed the way the beans and broccoli grew.  I had been totally satisfied with my garden in 

the past…But I just had never realized what that kind of fertilizer can do.    

 

 Psalm 1:1-2 tells us 

 Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked 

 or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers,  

 but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day and night. 

 

That word in the passage – Meditate – is a Hebrew word Hagah which can mean meditate. That same 

word can be used to describe a lion growling over its prey.  Just think of a lion with its catch just sitting there 

making growling sounds while he thoroughly enjoys every bite of his meal.  Eugene Peterson wrote a book 

entitled Eat This Book.  He used these words from Psalm 1 and this word Hagah to explain how we need to 

meditate on – growl over – every word we read in God’s word.  After we have thoroughly digested God’s Word, 

those words will act as fertilizer for our spiritual lives.  The change to how we live and think can be dramatic…just 

like the change we see when we add a little “fertilizer” to our gardens.  

 

I would like to challenge each of us to consider how we might find ways to “hagah” on God’s Word.  The 

results may be even more amazing than the results we see when we add an extra “deposit” in our backyard 

gardens!   

  ~ Pastor Mary Etta, Interim Part-Time Associate Pastor  

http://www.mgcb.org/
mailto:church@mgcb.org


SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES 8:15AM AND 10:30AM 

 
Date   Title/Scripture       Speaker 

 

May 2, 2021  National Youth Sunday 

Sermon Title: “We Are the Church”     Sr. High Youth 

  

May 9, 2021  Parent/Child Dedication 

Sermon Title: “It is In Your Hands”          Pastor Mary Etta Reinhart 

   Scripture: Joshua 24:14-28 

 

May 16, 2021  Ascension Sunday 

Title: “Up, Up and Away”      Pastor Bob Kettering 

   Scripture: Acts 1:1-11 

 

May 23, 2021  Pentecost Sunday  

Title: “Pentecostal Power”      Pastor Bob Kettering 

   Scripture: Acts 2:1-21 

 

May 30, 2021  Outdoor Service 

Monologue: “John Kline: Martyr Missionary”   Pastor Bob Kettering 

   Scripture: Matthew 5:10-12; I Peter 2:21-24; 4:12-19 

 
 

SERVING THE CHURCH 

Welcomers/Greeters 

      May Welcomers:  8:15 am       Earl Mull 

     10:30 am    Dave & Diane Herr 

 May Greeters:   8:15 am       Sylvia Stauffer 

     10:30 am     Ron & Linda Bolt 

Head Ushers:   8:15 am       Earl Mull 

10:30 am     Dave Holzhauer 

   

ATTENDANCE AND GIVING 
 Date  Morning Worship Sunday School      General Offering         Budgeted Difference*

 March 28  121   N/A  $11,043.00  +$1,094.09   

  April 1  Online Giving    $87.09 

April 4   212   N/A  $10,093.00  +$240.89   

April 8  Online Giving    $183.89 

April 11  125   N/A  $11,821.00  +$2,260.19 

April 15 Online Giving    $475.19 

April 18  160   N/A  $5,898.00         -3,760.21 

  April 22 Online Giving    $377.79 
  

*2021 Weekly budgeted amount needed to make budget: $10,036.00 

 

Building Maintenance Fund      $644.00 Building Rental    $1,200.00         

       SNM/Food Bank   $75.00 Benevolence Fund $100.00



 

UPCOMING EVENTS & INFORMATION
 

PEACE ESSAY 
 

A monetary award is available 

for all high school seniors who submit a peace essay.  

The nurture commission will be excited to award the 

winner of the peace essay the amount of $500. If you 

are interested in taking part in this contest, please 

contact the church office by email at 

church@mgcb.org, and the details will be emailed 

back to you.  The deadline is May 31.  We look 

forward to your submission. ~ Nurture Commission 

 

PARENT/CHILD 

DEDICATION 

SCHEDULED FOR 

MAY 9th WORSHIP 

SERVICE 

 

Parent/Child dedication will take place during the 

10:30am worship service on May 9th. While the 

Church of the Brethren does not baptize infants, we 

do recognize the importance of dedicating our 

children to the Lord. 

  

19th CENTURY BRETHREN 

MARTYR, ELDER JOHN KLINE, 

TO BE PART OF 

THE MAY 30th 

WORSHIP 

SERVICE 

 

A combined outdoor 

worship service will take place in the grove on 

Sunday, May 30th at 9:30am featuring a special guest, 

Elder John Kline, who will recount his life’s story 

and the events which led up to his assassination by 

Confederate soldiers near his home in Broadway, 

Virginia.  

Kline was moderator of the denomination 

during the turbulent times of the Civil War. He 

helped keep the church from dividing along Union 

and Confederate loyalties like many denominations 

of that era but in the end, it cost him his life. His 

famous horse, Nell, reportedly carried him over 

100,000 miles as he visited congregations in the 

Union and Confederate states. Nell will also be 

making an appearance at the worship service. Bob 

Kettering will be portraying John Kline and Lib’s 

horse, Lietzl, will portray Nell. Sunday school will 

follow the worship service. 

 

OUTDOOR 

WORSHIP 

SERVICES 
 

The Church Board voted to reconsider the 

decision on summer outdoor worship services due to 

several concerns we received. Some expressed 

concerns about those who have allergies or 

difficultly navigating over the uneven grass and 

outdoor temperatures. The good feeling about the 

outdoor services last summer enabled all of us to 

gather in a setting that was not indoors.  This summer 

the situation is a bid different with more people 

feeling comfortable about indoor worship. 

Therefore, the Board approved that our 

summer services will be held indoors as normal at 

8:15 and 10:30. However, three outdoor combined 

services will be scheduled for May 30, June 27 and 

the usual outdoor service on August 29. The board 

trust this decision will be well received by our 

members as we look forward to wonderful worship 

services throughout the summer 

months.  

 

SAVE THE DATES 
 

• SLC Graduation: Friday, 

June 11th 

• Disaster Relief Picnic: Thur., June 17th @ the 

home of Alan Platt, 4-7pm 

• Vacation Bible School, Wednesdays: June 23rd, 

July 14th & August 18th   

• Combined Outdoor Service: Sunday, June 27th 

@ 9:30am. 

• CoB Annual Conference, Online: June 30- July 4th  

• Church office closed: Monday, July 5th, 

Independence Day observed   



 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 2021 
Thursday, May 6, 2021 

 

Lancaster County National Day Prayer will be held 

at Calvary Church 6:30–8:00pm. Prayer Leader and 

Speaker will be Kevin Eshleman, lead pastor from 

Ephrata Community Church. Worship Leader is Dave 

Ross, Pastor of Worship Ministries at Calvary Church. 

Prayer topics include: COVID/Medical Community, 

Mental Health, People in Need, Families, Businesses, 

Gov’t/Military/Law Enforcement, Education, Churches. 

The Motorcycle/Car Prayer Rally has 2 starting 

locations: Former Kmart in Lebanon and Lapp’s in 

Quarryville. Begins at 9:00am, prayer stops along the 

way, and ends at WJTL at 3:00pm with a time of prayer 

and worship. For more information - lancasterndp.com  

Theme for this year: “LORD pour out Your 

LOVE, LIFE, and LIBERTY.”  

Once again praying and proclaiming a promise 

of God in our theme verse, 2 Corinthians 3:17, “Now the 

Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 

there is liberty.” 

Written on NDP website: It is our prayer today 

and throughout 2021 that the Spirit of the Lord, pour out, 

pour through us across America, to fill our lives, 

families, churches, workplace, education, military, 

government, arts, entertainment and media, with 

Biblical, not cultural, not worldly, but Spirit-

empowered, Spirit-filled LOVE, LIFE and LIBERTY as 

designed and defined by our Creator and Savior. 

 

OUR MEMBERS CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS 

Heather Robertson  1 

Connie Rutt   1 

Averie Akers   2 

Betty Pyle   2 

Travis Heidinger  4 

Marietta Peters  4  

Ken Sample    4 

Marilyn Moses  5 

Dan Hershberger  6 

Faith Reimold     7 

Bill Waltman   8 

Holly Kreider     9 

 

Andrew Trimble  9 

David Wissler  11 

Wade Holzhauer 12 

Esther Lloyd  12 

Jenny Weaver  14 

Ben Wenger  14 

Donna E. Kreider 15 

Kevin Prewitt  15 

Ed Reinhart  15 

Freddy Frey  17 

Kirk Nields  17 

Donna Sellers  17 

Amanda Grumbling 18 

Sharon Enck  19 

Audrey Lefever 19 

Joyce Robins  19 

Brittney Holzhauer 21 

Addison O’Donnell 21 

Sarah Shaw  22 

Paul Trimble  22 

Britni Akers  23 

Ayden Herr  24 

Daniel Wimer  24 

Hannah Wood  24 

Samantha Kreider 26 

Laurie O’Donnell 26 

Vickie Kreider  28 

Dave Wimer  28 

Sheri Teaman  29 

Robert Badger  30 

Sharon Herr  30 

Bill Johnson  30 

Nick Kreider  30 

Barry Smith  30 

Derrick Kreider 31 

Anita McFadden 31 

Mike Mellott  31   

 



 

 

 

OUR COUPLES CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES 

 Jeff and Tammy Wood   4 

Dave and Diane Nichols   6 

Dave and Lisa Wisse    10 

Norm and Sandy Miller  11 

Marvin and Melissa Kreider  19 

Bill and Linda Waltman  21 

 

Jim and Cinda Showalter   23 

Jim and Debra Krantz   24 

Clarence and Carolyn Wenger  25 

Josh and Heather Kreider  26 

Brian and Heather Robertson   29 

Scott and Janae McMichael  29

If you have a birthday or anniversary this month and it is not listed, please contact the church office. 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE  
 

*All scheduled events in this newsletter are subject to change.  Please check other means of communication 

such as emails, website, etc. for current updates. 

 

*Prayer List – if you don’t currently receive our email prayer list and would like to, please contact the church 

office or visit: http://eepurl.com/gNWe95 If you do not use email, there is also a phone prayer chain available.  
 
*Mark your calendars for our Spring 

council meeting for Sunday, May 16th 

following the second service, starting @ 

11:45am. Please come and hear from the 

church commissions to know what we are 

working on. 

 

*Articles for the June newsletter are due by May 15th. 

 

*2021 Directory Update: Jim Kreider, Lakeside #4, 300 

Willow Valley Lakes Dr, Willow Street, PA 17584, New 

Phone: 717-517-3801 (No longer has mobile phone.) 

 

*There are no words that seem adequate enough to say 

thank you to everyone who expressed their sympathy to us in 

many ways during the loss of our father Russ. He was a 

wonderful person and loved to make people laugh. Through 

the memories he gave each of us, he will live on forever in our 

hearts. Sincerely, The Russel Kreider family 

 - Erla Mae, Mary Lou, Larry and Terry  

Please note: J. Russel Kreider's Memorial Service 

 will be at Lampeter COB  

on June 27 at 2:00 p.m.  

 



 

 



 

FAMILY MINISTRY TEAM UPDATE 
 

On Wednesday, April 7th, members of the Family Ministry Transition Team met with two local 

church leaders to discuss the children and youth ministries at their respective churches. The two leaders 

are Dustin Metzler, Director of Youth Ministry at New Providence C.O.G., and Brad Thorne, Director 

of Family Ministries at Wrightsdale Baptist Church. The goal was to research how their ministries are 

structured in serving their congregation’s young people, and to learn about their individual roles as 

Directors. Both Dustin and Brad shared a lot about the vibrant ministries they are a part of, as well as 

the valuable knowledge and experience they have gained in their years of ministry. They were both 

gracious with their time as we asked many questions. We feel that these were beneficial conversations 

as we consider what type of children and youth ministry position(s) will best serve our church in the 

future. In addition, we have begun to draft job descriptions for Directors, Coordinators, Teachers and 

Volunteers, and continue to look at finalizing the organizational chart.  

April was a fun, busy month for our children and youth. We rejoice in the time that our youth 

spends with our Lil’ Roots, as the youth prepared an Easter Egg hunt for the children. It was a blessing 

to see the youth partnered up with the children as they opened up all of the many eggs they found!  

 

 
 

As a reminder - children and youth are invited to Wednesday Night ROOTS, which will 

continue in May, on the 5th & 19th, from 6-8:00pm. Lil’ Roots are learning about the Fruits of the Spirit 

in Sunday school and will be wrapping up their study of the Armor of God on Wednesday Nights. 

Plans are being made to have a recognition and wrap-up party outside in the Grove on Wednesday 

night, June 2nd, for the children that attended the Armor of God study! 

We look forward to our Roots Month in May and the special plans being made for the summer. 

Please continue to pray for the team. 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact any of the 

members of our team. 

David & Lori Holzhauer (Facilitators)  

Denise Mellott (Nurture Liaison) 

Karl & Sue Auker and Eric & Morgan Holzhauer (Youth) 

Janae McMichael and Laurie O’Donnell (Jr. High) 

Amanda Grumbling and Kerri Kreider (Pre-school and Elementary) 



 

CAMP SWATARA NEWS 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 


