
 

 

 

 

April 27, 2021 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Mechanic Grove Church of the Brethren in the Diaspora. 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is so good to see more people feeling comfortable in attending worship services. I look 

forward to seeing more of you in the weeks ahead as many are receiving vaccinations and 

feeling safer in attending worship services. The plan is to continue livestreaming indefinitely 

even when we eventually get back to ‘normal’ times. 

What a joy to hear a large number of children singing their hearts out to the Lord this past 

Sunday. We are blessed to have so many enthusiastic children involved in the life of our 

church. I am grateful we are providing children’s stories each week at both services. Thanks to 

all the outstanding storytellers who are sharing in our worship services. 

This coming Sunday will be a special day as the senior high youth lead the entire worship 

services at 8:15 and 10:30. We are blessed to have a large number of committed senior high 

youth involved in our church. We should never take this for granted. They will focus on the 

theme ‘We Are The Church’.  

As a way to get to know our youth better, we will be launching a ‘Youth of the Week’ this 

coming Sunday. Every week one youth will be featured for you to get to know and offer your 

encouragement and support. This will be an exciting way for all our members to get to know 

the youth of our church. 

In addition, this coming Sunday we will distribute Bibles to our sixth and ninth graders. How 

wonderful to be part of a church with so many children and youth. I met with the Solanco 

Pastor’s Fellowship last week and several pastors expressed the fact that their congregations 

have mostly older people. One pastor said he was 61 years old and one of the youngest in his 

church. 

Thanks to all the dedicated adults who work with the children and youth of our church in so 

many ways on Wednesdays and Sundays and other times as well.  What a rewarding ministry 

that is reaping a bountiful harvest. 

For this week’s piece of personal trivia I will focus again on my family. Lib and I have three 

wonderful children with whom we are very close. Our oldest, Barb, has two children and lives 

in Hershey. Our next oldest, Deb, lives less than two miles from us and has two children. Our 

youngest, Alex, is single and lives in Point of Rocks. Maryland. Alex is a police officer in 

Montgomery County, Maryland which borders Washington, D.C. Alex is a police officer in the  
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little town of Poolesville, on the Potomac River. Their claim to fame is that they have the only 

operating ferry across the Potomac River. 

Because of the close proximity to Washington, D.C., Alex was called to guard the capitol during 

the January 6th riots. He has quite a story to tell and is looking for a publisher. The police were 

greatly outnumbered by the rioters many who were yelling that he and the other officers were 

traitors and shouting obscene things at them. He was sending us photos from his phone 

throughout the day. When evening came and the rioters left, he was given a tour of the capitol 

and the destruction that happened that day. That evening he sent us a picture of the doors to 

the Congress which was in session. He was only feet away from where the electoral votes were 

being counted. Later he was called to Washington, D.C. on Inauguration Day and assigned to 

13th Street and Pennsylvania Ave. at the White House. He videoed on his phone the helicopter 

which took Donald Trump from the White House. 

What a month to remember or better yet, forget. Lib and I were on pins and needles saying 

many prayers the whole time. We felt like we had a firsthand account of what was happening 

on those fateful days. 

Until next week, God be with you and may He grant you His peace. 

Bob Kettering, Interim Senior Pastor     

 


