
 “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.  Rather, in humility value others above 

yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interest of the others.” – 

Philippians 2:3-4 

August 25, 2020 

Dear Church Family, 

 After hours upon hours of conversation, prayer, collecting feedback, and meetings, we are 

ready to share with you our plan for Sunday School in the fall.  Please know that this decision was 

not taken lightly and it took a great deal of compromise to come up with a plan.  When Nurture 

reached out to Sunday School classes to determine their preferences on how to proceed, they 

discovered that a large percentage wished to be back in their classrooms at their regular times.  

Sure, after months of change, we all crave any sense of normalcy that we can find and we certainly 

find comfort being with our brothers and sisters in Christ.  We hope, however, that one thing 

that became evident during these past few months, is that God doesn’t just work in our lives on 

Sunday mornings in a church building.  God works in our lives every minute, of every day.  We can 

worship any day of the week with any group of people, or even by ourselves.  Meeting at different 

times, on different days, in different places, shouldn’t affect our spiritual growth or worship. 

 We are joyful to share that starting on September 6th, at approximately 10:30, junior high, 

senior high, and adult Sunday School classes will resume.  Adults are able to choose the format 

of Sunday School that works best for them and their families.  These choices include: meeting 

with members of their Sunday School class through ZOOM, meeting during an agreed upon time 

during the week, meeting as a class at an off-site location, and meeting on Sunday mornings at 

church.  Choices are based on personal preferences, not the general consensus of the class.  It is 

likely that some classes will have a small group of each of these choices, and that’s okay.  This 

will allow for small groups within each class.  Junior and senior high students will be meeting in 

person, for those who are comfortable with that.  Pastor Jeff will have more information for 

small groups and potential virtual meetings in the coming weeks. 

 Let’s start with those of you who wish to meet back in the building on Sunday mornings.  

As mentioned in the beginning of this letter, compromise was important in coming up with a plan, 

and we are asking the same from you.  Sunday School will start, following the outdoor service, at 

approximately 10:30.  This will remain in effect as long as services are held outdoors. Times may 

change slightly as the weather changes and services are moved inside, in the future.  Masks must 

be worn the entire time you are in the building and social distancing of 6 feet must be maintained 

– THIS IS NON-NEGOTIABLE.  Nurture Commission has assigned each class to a new meeting 



place.  This decision was based primarily on class sizes and spaces that allow for social distancing 

(see chart below). 

Junior High Family Life Center 

Senior High Family Life Center 

Embracing Neighbors Catacombs 

Believers Room 30 

Explorers Room 14 

 

 If you wish to meet through ZOOM, please contact Mary Etta Reinhart and she can 

connect you with other people in your class that also wish to meet through ZOOM.  She can help 

you work on the specifics. 

 If you wish to meet at church during the week (not on Sunday morning), please work 

with other members of your class to schedule a time.  Then contact Jenn Berkey and she will work 

with you to find an area that allows for your group size and appropriate social distancing. 

 If you wish to meet off of the church grounds, please work with other members of your 

class to schedule a time and a place. 

 Let’s use the Believers class as an example of what this structure might look like.  There are 15 people in the 

class.  4 of them choose to meet on Sunday morning, so they would meet in room 30, based on the chart above.  6 of 

them choose to meet through ZOOM, so they would contact Mary Etta.  The remaining 5 of them wish to meet at 

church during the week, so they will contact Jenn Berkey to set up a day/time and will be assigned a location.   

 This letter has a lot of information and we are sure you are full of questions.  Please read 

the “Question and Answer” section for further clarification. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith Builders Room 33 

Messengers Children’s Chapel 

Peacemakers Room 31 (balcony) 

Christian Workers Gathering Area 



Questions & Answers 

Q: What material will we be studying? 

A: We will be diving deeper into the weekly sermons.  Pastor Calvin and Pastor Jeff (depending on who is preaching) 

will be putting together a brief summary of the sermon, along with some scripture and discussion questions.  These 

will be made available to all groups each week. 

 

Q: What if our Sunday School already has something that we are studying or plan to study? 

A: Great!  Continue with what you are doing.  The sermon studies are simply an option for classes.   

 

Q: Who will be teaching each small group/Sunday School class? 

A: Since summaries, scriptures, and questions will be provided, classes/small groups can work together for the 

lessons.  No teacher is required.  If classes/small groups would like to appoint someone in their class/group to lead, 

that is also fine. 

 

Q: Will nursery or Sunday School classes for preschool and elementary students be available? 

A: Unfortunately, no.  Keeping safety in mind and the small classrooms that the kids meet in, we will not be offering 

nursery or children’s Sunday School.  This will be re-evaluated for the winter quarter. 

 

Q: What should we do with our kids if we want to attend Sunday School on Sunday mornings? 

A:  You have two options.  First, your kids can go with you to your class (masks and social distancing are still required).  

Second, it may be in your best interest to join a small group from your class that wishes to meet virtually, at a 

different time during the week, or at an off-site location.   

 

Q: How long will Sunday School remain in this fashion? 

A: Great question!  At least through the fall quarter.  We will re-evaluate for the winter quarter. 

 

Q: What happens if our group out-grows the area that we have been assigned? 

A:  Contact a member of Nurture Commission and they will work with you to finding a new space. 

 

 



Q: What happens if no one else in my Sunday School class is interested in the Sunday School option I selected? 

A:  Contact Mary Etta Reinhart.  She will help you find another small group to join. 

 

Q: What if our Sunday School class is already meeting outside and would like to continue meeting outside? 

A: Great!  Continue to meet outside for as long as you are comfortable.  When the weather turns or if we have a 

rainy Sunday, your indoor meeting place will be available. 

 

Q:  How long will the outdoor service continue? 

A: At least through September. 

 

Q: What if people do not follow the masking and social distancing requirement? 

A: First, please reread the scripture at the beginning of this letter.  Second, those people will have to find an 

alternative form of Sunday School.  There are 3 other options. 

 

Q:  What if I have more questions? 

A:  Please contact ONE of the following: Jenn Berkey, Derrick Kreider, Phil Johnson, or Dave Nichols.  They will work 

together to answer any additional questions. 

 

In Love, 

The Executive Committee 

Derrick Kreider – Chairperson 

Phil Johnson – Vice-chairperson 

Dave Nichols – Moderator 

Sheri Johnson – Church Clerk 

Linda Bledsoe – Treasurer 

Randy & Deb Hart – Deacon Chairs 

Cinda Showalter – Ministry 

Jennifer Berkey - Nurture 

Ken Herr – Stewards 

Eric Holzhauer – Property 

Mike Mauger – Witness        


