
 

 

 

 

 

         

           May 15, 2020  

      

Dear Church Family, 

 

I think I can say with some confidence that we all long for the time when we’re able to gather in-person again. 

It can feel exhausting and overwhelming to still be in the midst of stay-at-home orders. Some of us are worried 

for local business and the repercussions on our friends and family who own those businesses. Some of us, if 

we’re honest, simply chafe at the audacity of politicians telling us what to do. I want you to know that I love 

each of you and I’m here if you need to talk, vent, or express other frustrations related to COVID-19.  

 

Church leadership, including your moderator, Dave Nichols, Board chair and vice-chair, Derrick Kreider and 

Phil Johnson, and your pastors, have received a number of questions about Mechanic Grove’s plans for 

reopening. After much discussion, we have decided to continue to follow the guidance put forward by the PA 

Department of Health. We understand that some local leaders wish to unilaterally move Lancaster County to the 

yellow phase. While we all desire for things to return to some semblance of normal, our highest priority 

continues to be the health and safety of our congregants. Our COM ministries are regulated by the state and 

need to continue to meet those guidelines. We also don’t wish to open the church to any potential liabilities that 

could come from ignoring state guidance. The bottom line is that we will continue to discern what we feel is 

best for our church moving forward, taking into account all relevant guidance. 

 

I know that there are a variety of opinions about the proper response to the current pandemic. As we work to 

navigate this as a church, I believe it’s important for us to bear in mind that one way to love our neighbors is to 

do all that we can to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. It’s also true that Christianity is an embodied religion, 

so much of what we do is focused on being together, undertaking actions to share our love. We feel it when 

we’re separated like this. I want you to know that I’m available to talk with anyone who is feeling the need to 

converse.  

 

We will eventually move to the yellow phase—which still limits gatherings to fewer than 25 people, which 

means we will still not be able to meet in-person for worship—and then to the green phase. In the yellow phase 

some of our small groups or committees may be able to begin meeting again. Those that do will need to practice 

social distancing, wear masks, and observe other cautions and guidelines that may be issued.  

 

When we reach the green phase we will be able to begin gathering in-person for worship again. But even then, 

the current guidance from the CDC and state Department of Health includes social distancing and wearing 

masks. The National Council of Churches and our own denomination are also helping churches consider how 

best to protect congregants and still accomplish their mission. As we get closer to the green phase we’ll work to 

communicate the specifics of reopening plans. What we know at present is that even once we move to green,  
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things will look different than what they did before mid-March. We expect we will need to practice physical 

distancing during worship services, wear masks, and have an enhanced cleaning regimen between services. 

There may be other steps that are necessary as well. 

 

In the midst of all of this, it is vital that we remember the mission we have as Christians. Our mission is not to 

gather. Our mission isn’t to have fellowship. Our mission isn’t even to worship. Each of those things are good, 

important aspects of what the church does. But those things are not our mission. Our mission is to share the 

good news, to allow the love with which God loves us to flow out of our lives and to others. Our mission is to 

live out Jesus’ kingdom right here and right now, inviting others to come and be part of it. While it’s true that 

gathering is an important element of energizing us for this mission, the gathering isn’t the mission. The 

fellowship with friends isn’t the mission. I know we all miss it! I miss it. I miss you. But our mission as the 

church hasn’t changed. We can still talk with neighbors. We can still share God’s love with others. We can still 

live out the ideals of Jesus’ kingdom and invite others to be a part of it. 

 

All of this difference during this time can feel ridiculous. It can feel crazy. It can feel like an overreaction. But 

the wonderful thing about Jesus’ church is that it has weathered all sorts of challenges. In fact, the church has 

often found a sort of strength in difficulty. When we come to the end of ourselves, we often have no one left to 

rely on other than God. May we rely on him now, and allow his Spirit to strengthen our bonds together.  

 

Grace & Peace, 

 

Pastor Calvin 

Cell Phone: 240.370.6044 

 

 


