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Christians and Plague 
 

I meet regularly with Galen Hackman, a retired pastor in our denomination. We talk about a whole variety of 

topics related to pastoral ministry, the church, Scripture, our denomination, and plenty else besides. In one recent 

conversation we found ourselves talking about Christians and pandemics. While COVID-19 certainly feels 

unprecedented to us today, the church has been around much longer than any of us as individuals. As a result, she has 

seen more than her share of pandemics. Obviously, the bubonic plague in Europe comes to mind, but there were 

plagues long before that one. In fact, the mercy, compassion, and care that Christians showed during plagues were one 

reason for the exponential growth of the Christian faith in its first several centuries of existence, according to Rodney 

Stark in his book The Triumph of Christianity.  

How is it that Christians have responded to plagues in the past? Always with compassion. Before the advent 

of modern medicine and the modern medical system, Christians were often the people caring for the sick—especially 

those who were also poor—often at great personal risk. Without personal protective equipment, Christians would serve 

the infected, clean them, feed them, and work to care for them in other ways. In our modern world, we don’t have as 

much opportunity to do this. We have medical professionals who do have PPE to help the sick. But we can still serve 

our neighbors by making grocery runs, dropping off essentials, checking in on them, and working to meet a plethora 

of other needs. Of course, this is exactly the attitude we should have not only in the midst of a global pandemic, but 

every single day as we seek to live out our lives and calling as Christians.  

It is this very care and love for our neighbors that attracts people to Christianity. This willingness to put 

ourselves out, to not consider our own needs above the needs of others, distinguishes the Christian place in the 

marketplace of ideas. When we live out these kingdom ideals, truly live them out day-by-day in front of our 

community, it shows the massive change Jesus has made in our character. The natural human tendency, after all, is to 

be concerned for self. To worry about what I can get. But the citizens of Jesus’ kingdom are characterized by the self-

sacrificial love that Jesus himself displayed. Here then is one of the ways that our faith as Christians gets wrapped up 

with our mission as Jesus’ followers. By living out the way of life Jesus gave us as an example. By being willing to 

sacrifice ourselves and our own wellbeing on behalf of others, we show others that this Jesus guy really does make a 

massive difference in our lives.  

Throughout May, we’ve looked at how God’s love for us out to flow outward from us and toward other people. 

That’s part of how we live out the mission of God. Over the summer, we’ll be focusing in sermons on Jesus’ sermon 

on the mount, and more particularly on the beatitudes. These sayings of Jesus are another example of how we are 

supposed to live. They call us to a life that is drastically different than the life American culture calls us toward. Thus, 

when we live according to Jesus’ message, people notice we’re different. Living out the sermon on the mount, 

embodying the beatitudes in our day-in-day-out lives, is another way that we accomplish the mission of God here on 

Earth. It’s in this way that living the Christian life becomes part-and-parcel of our mission. It’s not living the Christian 

life and then doing mission over here. Our entire lives are part of accomplishing the mission. We’ve talked a lot about 

mission so far in 2020—and we’ll continue doing so. The earliest Christians lived out their faith by loving victims of 

pandemics, and in doing so intrigued people and had opportunities to share about Jesus’ love with them. When we live 

out our faith, we have opportunities to do the same.  

     - Pastor Calvin  

http://www.mgcb.org/
mailto:church@mgcb.org


 

 

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES 9:30AM  
 

Date   Title/Scripture       Speaker 

 

Sermon Series: Outflow 

 

June 7, 2020  Graduation Sunday 

Sermon Title: “Outward toward Our World”    Rachel Johnson 

   Scripture: Matthew 5:14-16 

Theme: God wants our love to flow outward beyond the local community to the entire 

world. 

  

Sermon Series: Beatitudes 

   

June 14, 2020  Sermon Title: “The Poor in Spirit”     Pastor Calvin Park 

   Scripture: Matthew 5:3 

 

June 21, 2020  Sermon Title: “Those who Mourn”     Pastor Calvin Park 

   Scripture: Matthew 5:4 

 

June 28, 2020  Sermon Title: “The Meek”      Pastor Calvin Park 

   Scripture: Matthew 5:5 

  

 

  

 ATTENDANCE AND GIVING 

 Date  Morning Worship Sunday School      General Offering         Budgeted Difference*

 April 30  N/A   N/A  $12,480.00      

  Online Giving      $346.00  +$2,909.00 

May 7   N/A   N/A  $10,660.00     

Online Giving      $597.56  +$1,340.56 

May 14  N/A   N/A  $6,335.00    

Online Giving      $1,471.16  -$2,110.84 

May 21  N/A   N/A  $7,271.00   

Online Giving      $597.86  -$2048.14  

 

  *2020 Weekly budgeted amount needed to make budget: $9,917 

  

 

 

Building Maintenance Fund      $220.00 

              SNM/Food Bank   $950.00 

 

 

 



 

 DEACONS DIALING THRU THE DIRECTORY 
 

Deacons Dialing thru the Directory In an effort to ‘stay in touch’ with our worshippers during this unusual 

time we are attempting to reach out to everyone in our church directory. Here is a sampling of what we have been 

hearing: 

 

• Wishes that this pandemic would be over 

• Families talking about what they can do after this is over 

• Drive by’s to see grandchildren – many lamenting not seeing children/grandchildren 

• Doing: puzzles, home improvement, planting, celebrating birthdays/anniversaries in a different way, cleaning 

• Mother talking about her ‘graduate’ and how everything is different! 

• New grandfather not able to be with newborn 

• Some enjoying this ‘pace’ 

• Unemployed, no income, insurance ending 

• Still employed and many working from home 

• Thank you’s for calling  
• Some wishing that we would do a project as a church – such as an all church 

collection for the Food Bank or reaching out to the community in some way. Not 

only helping others but also helping MG to feel ‘together’ without being together 

• Some traveling back/forth to Florida 

• Health issues were shared 

• Computer frustrations during this time of having to depend more on tech 

• Strained relationships because of quarantine 

 

Please know that along with our calls also comes prayers for everyone. Maybe you haven’t received a call 

yet – we’re working on it – or perhaps you’re already receiving a call from someone else at church. If you want to 

share with the Deacons – we are listed in the Directory – please give one of us a call. 

 

And the 3rd verse of the hymn ‘God Be With You Till We Meet Again’: God be with you till we meet again; 

When life’s perils thick confound you, Put His arms unfailing round you; God be with you till we meet again. 

Looking forward to the day we can all meet again!  
 

~ The Deacons 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES AND ELECTIVES 
 

Traditionally, we have offered electives during the summer quarter.  This year our plan was to switch things 

up (yes, we understand that tradition and change in the same sentence can be scary), having regular Sunday School 

classes meeting in the summer and having electives offered in the fall.  Nurture Commission made this decision after 

studying great data, collected and organized by our very own Ed Reinhart.  Data showed that Sunday School 

attendance dropped significantly over the summer, even while attendance in first and second service, remained 

relatively normal.  Is this drop in attendance linked with electives?  Well, that’s the question we hoped to answer. 

‘Hoped’ is the key word.  We are all in the waiting game right now, not knowing when we will fully be back 

into a ‘normal’ Sunday morning.  Nurture has made the decision to not purchase any material for the summer 

quarter.  If we find ourselves back in Sunday School classes during the summer months, classes can continue with 

the studies they were doing prior to the quarantine.  Nurture will make a decision about the fall quarter sometime this 

summer and this decision will be communicated to the congregation.  Thank you for your understanding as we try to 

figure this out.     

 

~ Nurture Commission 



 

 

MUSIC NOTES By Lori Holzhauer 

 

I want to start out by thanking those who have helped provide special music over 

the past several months.  Your willingness has blessed all of us and encouraged me to share 

as well.  Also, a huge shout out to Ed Heidinger for his willingness to help make our live streaming possible and 

to stick with it, even when things didn’t go the way we wanted it to.  We have all been learning a lot.   

 

The Messenger’s Sunday School Class was supposed to be studying “The Purpose Driven Life” by Rick 

Warren during the Spring Sunday School Quarter.  Since we weren’t able to have Sunday School, I made it part 

of my daily routine to read a chapter and then listen to the accompanying audio message by Rick Warren.  While 

reading chapter 33, I was convicted that I needed to be willing to share the gifts God has given me with the 

congregation.  Here is a portion of that chapter: 

 

Real servants do their best with what they have.  Servants don’t make excuses, procrastinate, or wait for better 

circumstances.  Servants never say, “One of these days” or “When the time is right.”  They just do what needs 

to be done.  The Bible says, “If you wait for perfect conditions, you will never get anything done.” (Ecclesiastes 

11:4 NLT) God expects you to do what you can, with what you have, wherever you are.  Less-than-perfect 

service is always better than the best intention. A few paragraphs later he continues:  At Saddleback Church, 

we practice the “good enough” principle:  It doesn’t have to be perfect for God to use and bless it.  We would 

rather involve thousands of regular folks in ministry than have a perfect church run by a few elites. 

 

Last week, with God’s help, I found the courage to record two songs to use for our Worship Service on 

May 17th.  Many of you are familiar with “God Will Make a Way”, but you may never have heard “I Choose 

Christ”, so I wanted to share the words with you.   

 

It was not the path I would have chosen. I could see no hope from where I stood 

And even though I knew what God had promised, I didn't see how He could work it for my good 

Yet that road where pain was my companion, took me to an unexpected place 

And standing in the middle of the darkness, was where my heart would learn to say 

I choose Christ, when ev'rything around me says give up.  I choose faith, I choose to trust, 

to believe that He is good.  He'll come through like He said He would, ev'ry time oh I choose Christ. 

I don't know the story He's unfolding, but I know in His will He has a plan. 

So ev'ry day my prayer is to surrender, even when it's hard to understand 

His grace is sufficient, whatever happens in my life 

I have made my decision, no matter what the price. 

 
CCLI Song # 7020932 Gerald Crabb | Jason Cox | Sue C. Smith © 2014 Songs From Bobb Avenue (Admin. by 

Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Songs (Admin. by Brentwood-

Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) Willydot Music (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) Winding 

Way Music (Admin. by ClearBox Rights, LLC) Remaining portion is unaffiliated For use solely with the 

SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 281969 

 

I will be contacting some of you to see if you would be willing to share your musical talents over the next 

several months.  If you don’t hear from me and would like to share, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  E-mail 

is best (my daughter tells me that I never answer my phone) Dav1Lori2@epix.net or you could text my cell – 

717-951-8880.   

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

OUR COUPLES CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES 

Scott and Vickie Kreider    4 

Bill and Bette Lou Epler   5  

Ellis and Kerri Kreider    5  

Richard and Sylvia Drennen   9 

Fritz and Nancy Frey   11 

Justin and Jacey Hershberger 11 

Earle and Joanne Hershey  12 

Bernie and Shannon Houghton    12 

Herb and Darlene Kreider  12 

Dave and Pat DeLong  15 

Howard and Judy Hendrickson    20 

PJ and Karen Kreider  20 

Carl and Doris Graver  22 

Dave and Pam Felpel    23 

Brent and Amanda Grumbling 23 

Daniel & Sara Schneider  25 
 

 

OUR MEMBERS CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS

Jerry O’Donnell Jr.    3  

Brent Grumbling  4 

Courtney Sellers  5 

Lorraine Heidinger  6 

Jim Krantz   6 

Jim Kreider   6 

Keeley Kreider  7 

Addie Bledsoe  7 

Martha Weaver  7 

Maverick Tshudy  8 

Joseph Welk   8 

Kevin Landis   9 

Joanne Hershey  12 

Kathy Homsher  12 

Sylvia Drennen  13 

Joshua Sample  13 

 

Ryan Miller   13 

Jeff Wood   15 

Meg Axe   17 

Ed Heidinger Sr.  18 

Mike Houghton  18 

Bernie Houghton  19 

Judy Becker   21 

 

Norm Miller   21 

Jason Reed   21 

Alex Gutierrez  22 

Alyssa Herr   22 

Bette Hershey   23 

Melissa Houghton   23 

Tyler Sellers   23 

Emma Dubble  24 

Alexis Heisler   24 

Caroline Platt   24 

Don Trimble   24 

Monica Hershey  25 

June Howell   25 

Jared Krantz   25 

Rick Drennen   28 

Betty Griffith   29

 

If you have a birthday or anniversary this month and it is not listed, please contact the church office. 

 

 

 



 

PLEASE NOTE 
 

*All scheduled events in this newsletter are subject to change.  Please check other 

means of communication such as emails, website, etc. for current updates. 

 

*Articles for the July newsletter are due by June 15th. 

 

*Prayer List – if you don’t currently receive our email prayer list and would like to please contact the church 

office or visit: http://eepurl.com/gNWe95 or contact the church office. If you do not use email, there is also a 

phone prayer chain available.  

 

* COM Needs: Summer CLASP will look a lot different this year and they will need extra craft supplies. ‘We 

need toilet paper/paper towel rolls, empty 2-liter soda bottles, fabric scraps, buttons, artificial flowers and 

leaves, nail polish’. If you are able to donate any of these items, you may place them under the church 

mailboxes.  Please label them Summer CLASP.  If you are able to make children size masks, please contact 

Aliza @717.806.2163. 

 

*Directory Update:  Pastor Calvin and his family have moved. Their new address is: 228 S Lime Street, 

Quarryville, PA 17566 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS & INFORMATION
 

ANNUAL DISASTER 

RELIEF PICNIC 
 

Thursday. June 18th serving 5-7pm 

 

Save the Date!  Rain or Shine! When: Thursday, June 

18, 2020. Serving from 5:00-7:00pm.  Where:  Alan 

Platt’s home, 15 Rush Drive, New Providence, PA 

What:  Annual Disaster Relief Picnic to benefit Church 

of the Brethren Disaster Relief Projects.  Why: It is an 

evening out enjoying fellowship and food and an 

opportunity to make a donation to help those who have 

been impacted by disasters.  All food is donated so all 

proceeds benefit disaster projects.  Checks may be 

written to Mechanic Grove COB Men’s Work. Who is 

invited:  Everyone – families, friends and neighbors.  

No reservations necessary.  Eat and give so that others 

may live!  

 

BHA GOLF 

TOURNAMENT UPDATE! 
 

Friday, September 18, 2020 

 

Attention Golfers! Due to the COVID-19 pandemic 

and uncertainty of the coming weeks and months, the 

17th Annual BHA Golf Tournament has been 

postponed until September 18, 2020 at Par Line Golf 

Course, located at 4545 East Harrisburg Pike, 

Elizabethtown, PA 17022. Our goal this year is 100 

golfers and to raise $15,000 to help families 

experiencing homelessness get back on their feet. 

Golfer fees remain the same as last year – $75 per 

golfer, or $300 for a team. This entitles your group to 

18 holes of golf with a cart, lunch, eligibility for prizes, 

and a delicious catered meal after your round. 

Registration deadline is September 13th. Visit bha-

pa.org to register online or call 717-233-6016 to 

register over the phone. Sponsorship opportunities — 

including hole sponsorships — are available. Please 

contact Jessica Johnson Vinton at 717-903-9530 or 

jjohnsonvinton@bha-pa.org for more information.  

 

SAVE THE DATES 
 

• Graduation Sunday: Sunday, 

June 7th 

• Disaster Relief Picnic: 

Thursday, June 18th @ the home of Alan Platt 

• Church office closed: Friday, July 3rd, 

Independence Day observed 
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