
 

 

 

 

 

         

           May 29, 2020  

      

Dear Church Family, 

 

Your Church leadership, including Dave Nichols, church moderator, Derrick Kreider and Phil Johnson, Board 

chair and vice-chair, respectively, and Cinda Showalter, Ministry Commission chair, as well as Pastor Jeff and I 

have been busy making plans for some drive-in services as we move into the yellow phase. Our plan is to hold 

our first drive-in service on Sunday, June 7. Our intent is to hold drive-in services weekly—weather 

permitting—until Lancaster county enters the green phase. We look forward to celebrating worship from our 

cars with one another. However, we fully understand that some individuals, couples, and families may feel most 

comfortable continuing to worship with us from home. Therefore, we’ll continue to live stream our services as 

well and want to encourage you that continuing to worship in this way is absolutely fine.  

 

We wanted to share with you the plan for our first service. After we see how things go, it’s possible that some 

tweaks may be made. First, our service will begin promptly at 9:30am on June 7, so please plan to arrive before 

then so you can be parked and have your radio tuned to the proper station. When you pull into the church 

parking lot, you will be greeted by some parking lot attendants who will give instructions on where you should 

park. Generally, we will ask folks in taller/larger vehicles to park near the back, while folks in shorter/smaller 

vehicles will be asked to park near the front. In order to maintain physical distance, we are asking folks to 

remain in their vehicles at all times. The church building will be locked, and bathrooms will not be 

available. If you wish, you may feel free to roll down your car window, but we are asking that individuals only 

roll down windows on their driver’s side. We’ve consulted with other churches that have recently conducted 

drive-in services and are following the same sorts of guidelines they have implemented. 

 

While we hope this will meet a need for many in our congregation, we recognize that ultimately we all desire to 

gather again in-person and without the restrictions we find ourselves under at present. We pray not only for 

those infected and affected by COVID-19, but we pray for the rapid development of an effective and safe 

vaccine. In the midst of these prayers and the many frustrations we may be experiencing, I offer these words 

from Paul Mundey, the current Moderator of the national Church of the Brethren denomination: 

 

I am thankful that, Biblically -- being the church does not stop if we are not able to gather physically as 

the church. Why, some of the Apostle Paul's most remarkable ministry occurred through his letters 

(Paul's version of ZOOM!) between the churches when he was not physically present.  

Sure, Paul longed to be in their company and to assemble (Romans 1:11), just as we long to gather again 

as the People of God. And yes, ultimately we are not to forsake the assembly of the saints (Hebrews 

10:25).  

But as Paul's letter-writing illustrates -- and that of other Apostles -- even at a physical distance, the 

Spirit's work can be robust, and the Spirit's work can continue.  
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May we each find encouragement in these words, knowing that our God is big enough that no walls can contain 

him and no virus can defeat him. He is at work in each of our lives at this moment, and he will continue to 

work. May we have ears to hear and eyes to see what God is teaching us during this time. 

 

As a church, we want to continue to reach into our community—whether through offering photo scavenger hunt 

ideas, picking up food and dropping it off at the food bank, checking up on our most vulnerable neighbors, or in 

any other of a myriad of ways God may be calling us to love others. It’s also true that being the church is no 

easy task, and it’s made all the more challenging during difficult times. As we continue to live with the 

coronavirus, some of you may be finding yourselves with mental health struggles, with family difficulties, with 

marriage problems, or a host of other challenges. If you need someone to talk to, I’m available.  

 

Your leadership is already planning for a return to in-person worship—including various guidelines that will 

need to be followed—that we hope to be able to achieve soon after Lancaster County moves to the green phase. 

When we learn more about when that will take place, we’ll be in contact to give you more details. Until then, 

may we be sensitive to the Spirit’s leading, and may we continue to pray for and support one another.  

 

Grace & Peace, 

 

Pastor Calvin 

Cell Phone: 240.370.6044 

 

 

 

 


