
 

  

         February 16, 2021 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Mechanic Grove Church of the Brethren in the Diaspora. 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

What a joy it is to serve you in this interim period. Thanks for all your encouragement. 

 

This coming Sunday will be a wonderful day of celebration as we ordain Rita Carter to the Christian ministry 

during the 10:30 worship service. Pete Kontra, District Executive of the Atlantic Northeast District of the 

Church of the Brethren will be present to conduct the service of ordination. The ordination ceremony will take 

place at the very beginning of the worship service to enable folks from the early service to attend and then be 

excused. Rita is currently serving as Part-time Pastor of Visitation and will continue in that role. She also 

preaches once a month at the Jennersville Church of the Brethren. 

 

This coming Sunday’s sermon, ‘I Am the Good Shepherd’, will begin the series of sermons with a focus on the 

I Am sayings of Jesus.  

 

At last Sunday’s worship service we heard a very exciting report from members of the Youth Transition Team. 

They have transitioned their name to the Family Ministries Team which will include a comprehensive strategic 

ministry plan for nursery-aged children to young adults. The energy, excitement and vision of this Team is 

unbelievable!  

 

In all my years of ministry I have seldom seen such a visionary group of leaders volunteer their time to develop 

such a wholistic ministry plan for children, youth and young adults. I am 100% committed to supporting their 

work in whatever ways I can. I will be joining the Team for a retreat on March 6 to continue laying the 

groundwork for this effort. Truly we as a church can praise God for such a dedicated group of servants. I 

believe this will pay big dividends in the years ahead as our young people grow in their Christian faith and 

commitment to the church.   

 

We are so blessed to have a strong group of children, youth and young adults. Many churches are really 

struggling to have young people. We all need to support our young families with our prayers and 

encouragement. Be sure you fill out the response form handed out last Sunday for your personal involvement. 

This is true Kingdom building. 

 

Speaking of Kingdom building, I want to say thanks to all who have contributed to the Mission Stimulus Fund 

or are considering a contribution to help secure a church building for our brothers and sisters in the Church of 

the Brethren in Haiti. 

 

“Grace be with all who have an undying love for our Lord Jesus Christ”. Ephesians6:24 

   

Bob Kettering, Interim Senior Pastor  
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I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

 

I. “Little Bo-peep has lost her sheep and can’t tell where to find them.  Leave them alone and they’ll 

come home, wagging their tails behind them!” Friends, this well-known nursery rhyme is—fatally 

flawed!  The advice given to Bo-peep to leave the sheep ALONE because they’ll come home, is not 

only insensitive, but it is a lie! 

-a horse or a dog or a cat or even a bird might find its way home on its own accord, but not 

sheep.  I don’t want to crash on sheep, nor nix a noted nursery rhyme but… 

 

II. Simply stated:  sheep are some of the most stupid of all animals. They lack common sense…they 

lack a sense of direction…and maybe, that is why we talk about pulling the wool over someone’s 

eyes. In his book A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23, Philip Keller writes about his experiences in 

raising sheep. He wrote: “Sheep do not take care of themselves. They require, more than any other 

class of livestock, endless attention and meticulous care.” 

-the most beloved of all the Psalms is Psalm 23 in which we proclaim: “The Lord is my 

shepherd”. To identify ourselves with the nature of sheep is an outright insult…but that is exactly 

what the Bible does.  It says: “We are the sheep of God’s pasture.”  The prophet Isaiah said: “All we 

like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way.” 

-without thinking about it, we identify with sheep every time the term pastor is used. Did you 

know that the term, pastor, is the literal Latin word for shepherd? In the dictionary you will find the 

first definition for pastor is ‘shepherd’. The object which symbolizes the office of pastor is a 

shepherd’s staff. Have you observed when Pope Francis walks, he often has a shepherd’s staff in his 

hand? This is not meant to help him keep his balance but to balance his calling. Today Rita is being 

ordained to the Christian ministry. Did you realize she was also being commissioned as a shepherd 

and a servant leader?  

-if a sheep goes astray from the flock and gets lost; it simply cannot find its way home. Sorry 

to burst your bubble, Little Bo-Peep.  I have read that if a flock of sheep are left on their own, they 

will just stay in that field and graze on the grass until it is gone and die of starvation rather than to go 

looking for a new field or find their way home. 

 

III. Sheep need direction…sheep need guidance…sheep need a shepherd!  Today’s message is entitled ‘I 

Am the Good Shepherd’. It is the first in a sermon series on the I Am sayings of Jesus. In the Old 

Testament the Biblical writers often used the imagery of a shepherd and sheep to convey the 

relationship of God to his people, Israel. Remember, King David started out as a literal shepherd. 

Jesus, likewise, identified himself symbolically as a shepherd. 
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IV. In Biblical times shepherds got to know each of their sheep on a personal level.  In fact, many of the 

shepherds had names for their sheep.  And the sheep knew the sound of their shepherd’s voice.  A 

real relationship would have been established between sheep and shepherd in ancient Palestine. In 

John’s Gospel chapter 10, Jesus said: “The shepherd calls his own sheep by name…and the sheep 

follow him because they know his voice. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 

me”.  

 

V. When we think of pastors we need to think of pastors as shepherds. Like shepherds, pastors need to 

tend or care for the flock…all of the flock…they need to be sensitive to the needs of the flock. And 

this can only happen when pastors get to know their flocks and lead them to green pastures where 

they will not just survive but also thrive…being nurtured as mature disciples. 

-in Jesus’ day, a shepherd would lead the sheep from one pasture to another.  One by one, the 

sheep would follow the shepherd’s lead. 

-that is the major difference between modern sheep farming and shepherding.  The shepherd 

is out in front…leading the sheep.  The sheep farmer in our day drives the sheep from the rear. 

 

VI. With that in mind, I want to focus on four points as we consider Jesus identifying himself as the 

Good Shepherd:  The condition of the sheep, the compassion of the shepherd, the rescuing of the 

sheep, the rejoicing of the shepherd. 

-first of all, let’s look at the condition of the sheep.  Since sheep lack good, common sense, it 

is easy for them to be led astray.  One sheep could have so easily gotten caught up in eating the lush, 

green grass that it became totally oblivious to its surroundings and the fact that it had become 

separated from the rest of the flock…self-absorbed…isolated…lonely, and eventually, LOST! Jesus 

told a parable about a lost sheep. 

 

VII. No wonder the Bible identifies us with sheep.  We, too, can so easily be led astray by the temptations 

of this world and its pleasures…so self-absorbed in satisfying ourselves that we become isolated 

from the values and morals which we know are right…only to find ourselves lonely and estranged 

from God, and eventually, totally lost in the wilderness of this world. 

-yes, lost sheep can represent you and me and our tendencies to want to venture out on our 

own…to satisfy our selfish desires…to lose ourselves IN ourselves…only to discover that we have 

lost our way and have distanced ourselves from God. 
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VIII. Are you at this moment feeling lost or distant from God?  Maybe the decisions you have made and 

the circumstances of your life make you feel like you are lost and don’t know the way home and do 

not know which way to turn. 

-did you experience a disagreement with a friend…an estrangement from a family 

member…a conflict with a church member…an addiction which seems impossible to break…an 

abuse you suffered from someone you trusted…a lifestyle you know in your heart is sinful?  You 

may know you are lost and distant from God and maybe estranged from others, but are you willing 

to admit it and make changes for the good? 

 

IX. This is the condition of the sheep. But, praise God, the shepherd searches for the lost sheep and our 

God searches for lost souls.  The advice to Little Bo-peep to leave the sheep alone is not the spirit of 

our Savior, Jesus, the Good Shepherd, who is compassionate and cannot bear to leave us lost.  And 

that brings me to the second point of today’s message…the compassion of the shepherd. 

 

X. A shepherd cares for his sheep on a very deep level.  In fact, if the flock would come to a narrow 

pass where robbers or beasts might be lying in wait, the shepherd would lead the way, even to the 

point of risking his very own life for the safety and security of his sheep. Pastors, as shepherds need 

to lead the flock. That’s what it means to be a pastor. Churches in our day need pastors who are 

leaders…servant leaders who are not afraid to make the tough and sometimes unpopular calls for the 

sake and safety of the flock. I have often told young pastors; you need to have a tough skin but a 

tender heart.  

-it is likely, with that in mind, that Jesus referred to himself as the Good Shepherd.  In John’s 

Gospel, Chapter 10, Jesus said, “I am the Good Shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep.  I am 

the Good Shepherd and I know my own sheep and they know me, just as the Father knows me and I 

know the Father.  And I lay down my life for the sheep.” 

 

XI. One of the unique characteristics of the Christian faith over and above all the other religions of the 

world is that our God is a personal God who cares about our every need.  I Peter 5:7 states, “Cast all 

your anxiety on God, because he cares for you.” 

-no matter how fast you try to run away from God or how far you may try to distance 

yourself from God’s love, God continues to care for you and pursue you…just like the 

compassionate shepherd who stops at nothing to find his sheep which is lost. 

-the Bible says, “God has proven His love for us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ 

died for us.” Christ died for you and for me…that is the depth of his love.  Jesus modeled the 

compassion of the shepherd. 
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XII. And that brings me to the third point of my sermon; namely, “The rescuing of the sheep.”  If one 

sheep got lost or led astray, the shepherd had to temporarily turn his attention away from the other 

sheep safely in the fold. 

-that is a hard concept for us, as Christians, to grasp.  The shepherd had to put his focus on 

the sheep that had fallen away or was lost.  The shepherd had no less compassion for the other sheep 

who had not strayed, but the shepherd had to put his added energies on rescuing the wandering, 

wayward, lost and lonely sheep. It is just the way things are. Some people are very needy and require 

more time in giving extra care and concern. 

 

XIII. Many churches find it hard to focus on the needy and lost.  We want the energies of the shepherd 

primarily focused on ourselves who are safely in the fold…meeting my needs…catering to my 

likes…fitting into my schedule…singing my songs….filling me and feeding me what I like to eat 

and where I like to eat.  Focusing on the wayward and lost means taking risks and being creative and 

flexible. 

-the Jewish establishment of Jesus’ day did not like to hear what Jesus had to say and 

sometimes, we establishment Christians don’t want to hear Jesus either when he says, “I have not 

come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.” 

-or when Jesus said, “For the Son of Man came to seek out and save the lost!” 

 

XIV. Is our focus as a church and as individual Christians the same focus as Jesus…to seek out and save 

the lost?  Are we doing enough to reach our community for Christ?  What have you done to bring 

someone to faith in Christ?  We need to pray for the lost of our community and invite them to be part 

of our fellowship. Is the Mechanic Grove Church a haven for sinners or primarily a hotel for saints? 

The famous televangelist: Robert Schuller used to like to say: “A primary focus of the church should 

be to find a need and meet it.  Find a hurt and heal it.” 

 

XV. In our day we have heard a lot about the Black Lives Matter movement. Christians may disagree 

about that movement but I think we can all agree that above all else, lost lives matter to God, just as 

lost sheep matter to the shepherd.  Are we willing to rescue the lonely and lost of our community and 

our world no matter what it takes?  The priority of the shepherd was to care for the sheep safely in 

the fold but also to rescue the lost sheep. 

 

XVI. And now, for the final point of today’s message: “The rejoicing of the shepherd.”  In the parable 

which Jesus told about the lost sheep Jesus said: “I tell you, there will be more rejoicing in heaven 

over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.” 

-when the lost sheep is found, there is great rejoicing…when a sinner repents…there is great 

rejoicing…when we cease our wandering and come back to God…there is great rejoicing…rejoicing 

among the people of God and rejoicing in heaven. 

 



6 

XVII. I want to close my message with a true story from a book by Leighton Ford entitled, Good News Is 

for Sharing.  Leighton Ford was a brother-in-law to Billy Graham and he wrote from a personal 

experience about his family when he was a young father.  This is what he wrote: “My little girl was 

lost.  The certainty hit me, and I fought to keep panic away, to keep my mind clear as I reviewed the 

facts. 

-an hour and a half before, our little girl, Debbie Jean, had walked home from school.  Thirty 

minutes ago, after a brief nap, she went out to play in the bright, spring sunshine with her four-year-

old brother. 

-my wife had left me with the children while she went to the store and for some time I 

worked in my upstairs study.  Then, when I called Debbie Jean to come in, there was no answer.  

Our son said she walked back to school.  This surprised me, although the school was only a few 

hundred yards away, across some open fields and backyards.  She seldom went there to play, and 

never without permission. 

-I looked at the school yard and she was not there.  My wife drove up as I came back home. 

A little uneasy, we quickly checked the five other houses on our street and she was not at any of 

them.  A neighbor’s child said he had seen her go toward the school. 

-again, I walked to the school, but some children playing there had not seen her.  While my 

wife checked the little shopping center across the street, the principal and I went through the 

classrooms. There was no sign of her. Now, I stood on a little-used dirt road between the rear of the 

school and our house.  I looked at the woods.  It was hard to push out of my mind the stories I had 

heard of men picking up little girls.   

 

XVIII. Should we call the police?  Or was there any other place she might have gone?  I walked up and 

down the road calling her name, fearing the silence. Half an hour later, our little girl came walking 

around a corner of the school, smiling.  The explanation was simple, but hard to take.  She had gone 

to the candy store, just beyond the school, met a friend and then gone on to the friend’s house, a half 

mile away. 

-later, when the thunder and lightning and tears were over, I reflected on the incident. During 

the nearly two hours that Debbie Jean was missing, nothing else mattered.  In my study were books 

to be read, letters to be answered, articles to be written, planning to be done…but all of it was 

forgotten. I could think of only one thing, ‘My little girl was lost!’  I had only one prayer and I 

prayed it a thousand time, ‘Oh, God, help me to find her!’ 

-but how often I have asked myself, had I felt that same terrible urgency about people who 

were lost from God?” 

 

XIX. Are you distant from God?  Have you lost your way?  Do you need to be rescued by God?  Do you 

feel an urgency to care about others who are lost from God?  Look to the Good Shepherd to lead you 

and guide you. I heard someone say: ‘If you have trouble sleeping at night, don’t count sheep…talk 

to the Shepherd’. Jesus is the Good Shepherd. Can you declare: the Lord is my shepherd, I have 

everything that I need? 


