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Questions to ponder: 
-One of the themes of this passage is that Paul sought to please God rather than people. In what 
ways might it be appropriate for Christians to prioritize pleasing God over pleasing others? 
-Before coming to Thessalonica, while in Philippi, Paul was imprisoned for not being Roman 
enough, if you will (see Acts 17.6-7). What are some things our culture expects in the modern 
world that Christians ought to turn upside down and live or speak differently about? 
-It takes courage to proclaim the gospel, especially in countries where Christians face persecution. 
While Christians in the US don’t face persecution, what are some aspects of proclaiming the 
gospel that still require courage? 
-1 Thessalonians 2.1-8 closes with Paul describing how they have shared not only the gospel, but 
their very selves. What does it look like for us to share our selves with those to whom we proclaim 
the gospel?    
-When we talk about “proclaiming the gospel” we can sometimes have images of standing on a 
street corner talking about hellfire and brimstone. What does proclaiming the gospel mean to you?  
 
From the Bible: 
1 Thessalonians 2.1-8 – “You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was 
not in vain, 2 but though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as 
you know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great 
opposition. 3 For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, 4 but just as 
we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we 
speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. 5 As you know and as God is 
our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; 6 nor did we seek 
praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, 7 though we might have made demands as 
apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own 
children. 8 So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the 
gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us.” 
 
What others are saying: 

• “Often the easier route is to avoid conflict and allow things to carry on as always. Yet, to 
truly build community, the gospel message−the love of God and the love of neighbor−must 
be proclaimed boldly.”  –Richard Ascough 

• “So, what does it mean to please God in our proclamation of the Gospel? It means being 
faithful to the Gospel, of course, but it is more than that. God witnesses our actions and 
tests our heart. For me, pleasing God means responding to others in the same way that 
God has responded to me: with generosity and grace.” –Holly Hearon 

• “Trying to please others before pleasing God is inverting the first and second great 
commandments.” –Lynn G. Robbins 

• “The Christian life is not about pleasing God the finger-shaker and judge. It is not about 
believing now or being good now for the sake of heaven later. It is about entering a 
relationship in the present that begins to change everything now. Spirituality is about the 
process: the opening of the heart to the God who is already here.” –Marcus Borg 


