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What Is the Church? 
 

We find ourselves in interesting, unprecedented times. As I type this, much of the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania is in various states of closure. Schools are closed. Restaurants are open for carry-out only. Daycares 

are shut down. Theaters, gyms, and sporting venues have all be encouraged to close by the Governor’s Office. 

I’m confident that these circumstances have never existed in living memory, at least not to such a widespread 

extent. Even churches—such as our own—have followed the guidance of the Department of Health and CDC and 

canceled worship services and other gatherings.  

 

But in the midst of this, it causes us to ask the question, what is the church? After all, if we can’t gather 

together for worship, for fellowship, or even for discipleship, what are we doing? Have we ceased being the 

church because we have ceased meeting together? The answer is a resounding no. We have not ceased to be the 

church while we are unable to meet in large groups. It is true that gathering together is an essential element of 

what it means to be the church. But as we discussed in our sermons throughout January and February, a great deal 

of what it means to be the church is wrapped up in God’s mission for us. He has given us a mission to make 

disciple-making disciples. That can be done, even needs to be done, in small groups, one-on-one, with our 

neighbors as we share our stories of faith. We can still carry out Jesus’ mission by loving our neighbors. Perhaps 

an elderly neighbor needs food or supplies that we can bring to them. Perhaps a phone call with a friend leads to 

a conversation around faith. Perhaps the cancellation of plans leads to more time spent together as a family, more 

opportunities to share your testimony with your kids, or the opportunity to model trust in Jesus in the midst of 

unexpected events. Perhaps it presents a whole host of new stresses that have to be worked through, and which 

we need to learn to give over to God. Nothing that happens can remove the reality that we are followers of Jesus 

who continue to follow him no matter what events or circumstances may occur.  

 

1 Peter 1.13 says, “Therefore prepare your minds for action; discipline yourselves; set all your hope on 

the grace that Jesus Christ will bring you when he is revealed.” Ultimately, our hope is not in gathering together, 

or in our fellowship meals (as yummy as they are!), but in the hope that one day Jesus will return. We celebrate 

that in a couple weeks at Easter, no matter the realities on the ground, Jesus is still alive! Even in the midst of 

closures with the coronavirus, we continue to have the opportunity to love our neighbors, serve our community, 

and share the good news of Jesus Christ. There is a popular meme on the internet. Originally, this meme was a 

poster intended to go up around London and elsewhere during WWII if the worst should happen and the Nazis 

invaded the British Isles. It said simply KEEP CALM AND CARRY ON. While such a simple message perhaps 

fails to grasp the complexities of the present situation, I encourage all of us to keep calm and carry on with Jesus’ 

mission. Who knows? Perhaps by the time you are reading this all of our concern around COVID-19 will be 

nothing but a memory. Perhaps we will still be in the midst of extended shutdowns. What we do know for sure, 

is that no matter what, Jesus will be with us. After all, this is exactly what he promises in in the Great Commission 

itself. 

     - Pastor Calvin  

http://www.mgcb.org/
mailto:church@mgcb.org


SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES 8:15AM AND 10:30AM 

 
Date   Title/Scripture       Speaker 

 

Sermon Series: The Gospel 
 

April 5, 2020  Palm Sunday: special program during the Sunday School Hour - “Props for Easter!” 

Sermon Title: “A Story About God Becoming King”  Pastor Calvin Park 

   Scripture: Matthew 21:1-9 

Theme: Jesus enters Jerusalem in a kingly fashion, bringing to conclusion a much longer 

story. 

 

April 12, 2020  Easter Sunday: SONrise Service at Platt’s 6:10am 

Sermon Title: “A Story About Conquering Death”   Pastor Calvin Park 

   Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15.51-56 

Theme: Through Jesus' death, he defeats death and is enthroned as king, making 

immortality possible for us. 

 

April 19, 2020  Title: “A Story About a New Kingdom”    Pastor Jeff Keller 

   Scripture: 1 Peter 1:3-9 

Theme: We are people of a new kingdom, having been reborn into a new hope. 

 

April 26, 2020  Sermon Title: “7-1=0”      Pastor Rita Carter 

   Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 
      

 

 

SERVING THE CHURCH 

  
Welcomers/Greeters/Ushers 

      April Welcomers:  8:15 am       Bill & Linda Ulrich 

     10:30 am    Ron & Linda Bolt 

 April Greeters:  8:15 am       Bill & Carolyn Welch  
     10:30 am     Sharon Enck & Joyce Robins 

April Ushers:   8:15 am       Loren Bucher, Ralph Kreider, 

Jim & Linda Landis 

10:30 am     Dave & Pat DeLong,  

  Herb & Darlene Kreider 

   

 

 Nursery Schedule   Sunday School         10:30 Infant /Toddler Nursery 

  April 5   N/A    N/A 

  April 12  Gail Grosh   Kerri Kreider 

April 19  Rhonda Heidinger  Hans & Tina Herr 

April 26  Lisa Heisler   Sharon Herr & Donna Sellers 
     

If you are unavailable for the Sunday you are assigned, please plan to switch with someone. 

Scheduling concerns can be directed to Kerri Kreider – 717.615.2986  



MUSIC NOTES By Lori Holzhauer 
 

 
Choosing music for our choirs is something I really enjoy and at 

times find quite challenging, depending on the Scripture and Sermon Topic. The Anthem the Adult Choir sang on 

March 8th, was a new Anthem I found to be particularly relevant to the theme for the Sunday.  I thought I would 

print the words for everyone. 

 

Grace at the Cross   
 

It doesn’t matter what you may have done, 

the times you have failed and the enemy’s won. 

No matter your secrets, no matter your shame, there is grace. 

If joy has vanished and clouds hide the sun,  

if you get discouraged and all hope is gone. 

When night closes in and you feel all alone, there is grace. 

There is grace at the cross, so fall down on your knees. 

Where pardon is granted and mercy flows free. 

There your burdened soul can find liberty at the cross. 

There is grace at the cross. 

When there is conflict and friends walk away,  

you have a Savior who always will stay. 

He knows your heart and will hear when you pray, there is grace. 

And at Calvary Jesus rescued me. 

Took my sin, and in its place, offered grace. 

 

Lorenz Publishing Co.  Words and Music by 

Tracey Craig McKibben and Michelle Christensen 

Arranged by Tracey Craig McKibben 

 

ATTENDANCE AND GIVING 

 Date  Morning Worship Sunday School      General Offering         Budgeted Difference*

 March 1  262   168  $11,386.00  +$1,469.00   

 March 8  223   152  $11,944.03  +$2,027.03   

March 15  N/A   N/A  $500.00  N/A** 

 One Great Hour of Sharing     $6,995.00** 

March 22  N/A   N/A  $5,840.00  -$4,077.00 

  

   

   

*2020 Weekly budgeted amount needed to make budget: $9,917 

** This week is not calculated in as part of the budget. 

 

Building Maintenance Fund      $774.00 Building Rental    $1,387.50        

       SNM/Food Bank   $400.00 BHA    $200.00

 

 



OUR COUPLES CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES 
  

Vince and Judy Becker  2 

Sam and Anna Mary Glick 2 

Greg and Linda Bledsoe 3 

Ron and Linda Bolt  3 

Dwight and Sharon Herr 4 

Jesse and Karissa Burkholder 7 

Doug and Lisa Heisler  9 

 

Scott and Sheila Mull  12 

Greg and Cindy Schneider 15 

Glenn and Rita Carter  17 

Tom and Linda Hunter  17 

Dick and Anna Jane Glisson 18 

Ken and Fawn Sample  19 

Dennis and Glenda Findley 22 

Josh and Britni Akers  24 

Josh and Jessica Bledsoe 25 

Dan and Louella Johnson 27 

Michael and Paige Herr 27 

Chuck and Krista Lund  28 

Ed and Rhonda Heidinger 30 

Dave and Lori Holzhauer 30 

Josh and Amy Housekeeper 30 

 

OUR MEMBERS CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS 
 
Ron Bolt  2 

Denise Young  2 

Kim Newswanger 2 

Alexis Davis  3 

Allie Graver  3 

Nancy Frey  4 

Katelyn Teaman 5 

Noah Wood  8 

Doris Aument         10 

June Frey            10 

Austin O’Donnell     10 

Wade Davis  11 

 

Gwen Meadows 11 

Ryan Mellott  12 

Louise Wenger  12 

Ed Heidinger II 13 

Tracy Mauger  13 

Veronica Mull  13 

Mike Shoemaker 14 

Rick Graver  15 

David Nichols  15 

Janet Smith  15 

Kathy Johnson  18 

Claire Hershey  20 

Ralph Kreider  20 

 

Brian Berkey  21 

Nolan Capoferri 21 

Nancy Wimer  21 

Edna Schneider 23 

Kerri Kreider  24 

Peggy Osborne  24 

Lori Holzhauer  25 

Josh Kreider  25 

Lars Rasmussen 25 

Tara Graver  27 

Amos Cunningham 29 

Doris Snyder  30 

Kay Swarr  30
 

If you have a birthday or anniversary this month and it is not listed, please contact the church office. 

 

 

APRIL - THE MONTH AT A GLANCE    
 

Date   Time  Event & Location 

Wed.  8  9:00am Book Group @ Ellie Holzhauer’s home 

Thur. 9  7:00pm Maundy Thursday Love Feast 

Sun. 12  6:10am SONrise Service – home of Alan Platt 

10:30am Children’s Church 

Sat. 18  8:00am Church Spring cleanup 

5:30pm SLC Community Choir 

Sun. 19  5:30pm Jr. High Youth Group 

   7:00pm Sr. High Youth Group 

Mon. 20  7:00pm Commissions and Board Meetings 

Fri. 24  6:00pm Parent Game Night 

Sat.  25  5:30pm Flowing Oil Café 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS & INFORMATION
 

EASTER SONRISE 

SERVICE 

Sunday, April 12, 2020 

 

For the 24th year we will gather on the Platt Porch for 

a Sonrise Service. Come at 6:10am for your pre-service 

coffee/hot chocolate. We will begin at 6:25am for what 

usually is a 25-30-minute worship time. Plenty of time 

after to eat our light breakfast and then arrive at MG for 

Morning Psalm at 8:15am. Holy-Holey-Wholly is our 

theme for this year.  

 

CHURCH SPRING 

CLEANUP 
 

Mark your calendar: Church Spring Cleanup is 8am 

on Saturday, April 18th. Rain date will be April 

25th.  All help is appreciated.  

 ~Thank you, Property Commission 

 

BHA GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Friday, May 1, 2020 

 

Attention Golfers! Join us on May 1, 2020 for our 

17th Annual BHA Golf Tournament at Par Line Golf 

Course, located at 4545 East Harrisburg Pike, 

Elizabethtown, Pa 17022. Our goal this year is 100 

golfers and to raise $15,000 to help families 

experiencing homelessness get back on their feet. 

Golfer fees remain the same as last year, $75.00 per 

golfer, or $300.00 for a team. This entitles your group 

to 18 holes of golf with a cart, eligibility for prizes and 

a delicious catered meal after your round. Registration 

deadline is April 17th. Visit bha-pa.org to register 

online or contact Don Trimble @ 717-548-2509. 

Sponsorship opportunities - including hole sponsors - 

are still available. This is a fun way to spend a day with 

friends while raising money for a great cause!  

 

NATIONAL DAY OF 

PRAYER 
Thursday, May 7, 2020 

 

“For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the 

glory of the Lord.” ~ Habakkuk 2:14 

       

Join in a Celebration of Prayer & Worship: 6:00-

8:00pm at Stone Gables Estate, 300 Newville Road, 

Elizabethtown. Rain or Shine. Featuring special guests 

Dr. James and Shirley Dobson, worship leader Charles 

Billingsley, prayer leaders from local churches, 

worship with local leaders, One A-Chord, a 130-voice 

choir and keynote prayer speaker. An offering will be 

received. Worship will begin at 5:40pm.    

 

WOMEN’S BANQUET  
May 9, 2020, 6:30pm 

 

Save the date for a ladies’ night out filled with laughter 

fun and games. Mothers, Daughters, Sisters and friends 

are all invited for a dessert social. A night to relax and 

catch up with friends. Sign-up sheet and more details 

to come.  

 

SOLANCO 

COMMUNITY 

CHOIR CONCERT 
 

SLC dinner & concert will held at Mechanic Grove 

Church of the Brethren on Saturday, April 18th. Doors 

will open at 5pm with a ham loaf dinner buffet at 

5:30pm. The concert will follow. Cost for dinner & 

concert is Adults - $15.00; children under 10 - $7.00. 

Tickets may be purchased from Phil & Sheri Johnson, 

Lori Holzhauer, Doris Aument or at the door that night. 

 

 SAVE THE DATES 
 

• National Youth Sunday: May 3rd 

• Women’s Banquet: Saturday, 

May 9th @ 6:30pm 

• Lifetouch Pictures: May 12th-18th 

• Angel Tea: Sunday, May 17th at 10:30am 

• Spring Council Meeting: Sunday, May 17th @ 

11:45am 

• Church Office Closed: Monday, May 25th, 

Memorial Day 

 



 

PLEASE NOTE 
 

*All scheduled events in this newsletter are subject to change.  Please check other means of 

communication such as emails, website, etc. for current updates. 
 

*Mark your calendars for our Spring council meeting for Sunday, May 17th following the second service, 

starting @ 11:45am. Please come and hear from the church commissions to know what we are working on.  
 

*Articles for the May newsletter are appreciated by April 15th. 
 

*Prayer List – if you don’t currently receive our email prayer list and would like to please contact the church office 

or visit: http://eepurl.com/gNWe95 or contact the church office. If you do not use email, there is also a phone prayer 

chain available. 
 

*Directory Additions/Corrections:  
 

Lefever, Andrew 

109 Willow Valley Drive 

Lancaster, PA 17602 

 717.917.9024 

 

Wenger, Louise 

The Glen room 246 

675 Willow Valley Square 

Lancaster, PA 17602 
 

Frey, Frederick II, 717.725.8355 

Frey, Jacque, 717.688.9048 

CHILDREN’S OUTREACH MINISTRIES NEWS 

Administrator’s Newsletter 
 

The staff of Children’s Outreach Ministries would like to thank the congregation for your overwhelming 

show of support and love lavished on us through the MANY contributions you gave of supplies, gift cards and 

money.  We were so incredibly surprised by the quantity of items donated.  It was just another example to us of how 

we could not exist and function without the support of MGCB.   

Each of our Directors wanted to take the time to express their thanks as well, and we thought this newsletter 

would be the perfect opportunity: 
 

“Thank you” does not seem big enough to convey the message I want to give this congregation.  The thoughtfulness 
and generosity you have shown to Children’s Outreach Ministries is amazing.  The snacks, gift cards and monetary 
donations that you have contributed are greatly appreciated by the children as well as myself.  Thank you so much 

for your prayers and your contributions!  ~ Tracy Frey, CLASP/Summer CLASP Director 
 

Thank you so much for all that you have done for our ministry.  Wee Friends Preschool was overwhelmed with your 
generous donations.  The love that the congregation has shown to both the children and the teachers is so 

appreciated.  As the ministry continues, we will be praying for Mechanic Grove Church of the Brethren.  Thanks 
again for all that you do.  ~ Sharon Godfrey, WFPS Director 

 

We are grateful at Mechanic Grove Christian Child Care for the generous donations from the congregation.  Thank 
you for the cleaning supplies, kitchen items, arts/crafts supplies, and gift cards.  We appreciate having a supply of 

disinfectant wipes, toilet cleaner, dish soap, and more to help with our daily cleaning routine.  The arts/crafts 
supplies have filled in some holes of supplies for the upcoming months.  As we serve two snacks and a hot lunch to 

the children every day, the new knives, dish cloths, and gift cards to purchase needed groceries are also much 
appreciated.  Thank you again for your generosity.  ~ Joan Cutler, Child Care Director/Melissa Kreider, Child Care 

Activities Coordinator 
 

Again, we want to thank you for partnering with us to reach the families and children of the Southern End 

with the love of Christ. I look forward to seeing all God has in store for us and we continue to move forward together 

for His honor and glory!    

~In His Name - Aliza Kraynak, Administrator  
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