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Children’s Outreach Ministries began 46 years ago with the mission to share the love of God with the 

children in the Southern End.  It was the heart of Mechanic Grove and your love for our Savior and children 

which prompted this ministry.  It began with Wee Friends Preschool in 1973, Mechanic Grove Christian Child 

Care in 1984, C.L.A.S.P. 2001, Summer C.L.A.S.P. 2009 and now we have our Primary Program which opened 

in 2016.   

In those 46 years these five ministries have blossomed into vibrant programs helping meet the needs of 

families in the community and sharing the Gospel of Christ.  We have focused on making these ministries not 

just a place where children can learn and grow academically, but also grow in the knowledge that they have a 

Savior who loves them and desires to have a relationship with them.  For some of the children we serve their 

home circumstances are not always ideal.  I cannot think of a better place for them to come to feel loved and find 

solace for part of their day.  It is also here where they can start to learn that no matter what…Jesus loves them 

and will be by their side.  In our Primary Program teaching about salvation has been part of the curriculum every 

year.  The first year we had 3 children pray to receive Christ, 6 the second year and 14 the third year.  That is 23 

little souls sealed for Christ that we have sent out grounded in the truth of God. 

It is my blessing and privilege to work alongside a Pastor, Directors, Staff and Board who are godly 

individuals that share the same heart and purpose for the children who attend here.  That coupled with the support 

and prayers of this congregation are what make Children’s Outreach Ministries such a special and unique place.  

I have seen our staff rally together to pray and help families in difficulty giving sacrificially to help. It was two 

years ago that I became a single mother and had the “need” for childcare.  If I didn’t fully understand the 

importance of our ministries before, and the influence we have, I truly do now.  To be the recipient of that “giving 

and loving” spirit was humbling and has had a permanent impact not just on me but my children as well.  I am 

awed by the responsibility we bear not just for the here and now, but the implications there are for eternity.   

Children’s Outreach Ministries has not been without its struggles.  Sometimes it seems like Satan is 

desperately trying to get “his foot in the doorway”, and I’d be lying if I didn’t say we get discouraged.  Just this 

December of 2019 our Preschool Aide Mary Marvin went home to be with our Lord after her second battle with 

cancer.  Because of that I cannot stress enough how much we covet your prayers.  Currently we have 36 staff 

members to include Pastor Misty, Tina Herr and Sharon Davis because I consider them part of us.  On top of that 

we have a Board that leads and makes important decisions regarding the future of our ministry.  Would you please 

lift us up in prayer in a special way for this 2019-20 year?  Would you pray God gives us the eyes to see that  
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special child or family that need us to be “Jesus with skin on” for them, that each of us would allow God’s spirit 

that lives within us to overflow with His love, grace and mercy and be able to serve the children in that same 

spirit, that when obstacles come up during the year God would give us wisdom on how to act and well as 

remember all that He has done before to bring us through, and most of all that God would give us opportunities 

to be a witness for Him not just to the children but the parents that walk through our doors every day that do not 

know Him.   

Thank you so very much.  It is with great honor that I serve our Lord, you and Children’s Outreach 

Ministries.   

   In His Name - Aliza Kraynak, Administrator 

 

 

        

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES 8:15 AM AND 10:30 AM 

Date   Title/Scripture       Speaker 
 

 

August 4, 2019 Sermon Title: “Avoiding Triangles”     Pastor Calvin Park 

   Scripture: Matthew 18:15-20 

   Theme: Reconciliation 

 

August 11, 2019 Sermon: “Custard Tarts & Other Comforts”          Pastor Misty Wintsch 

   Scripture: John 14:26-27 

   Theme: God is always with us  

  

 Sermon Series: Jonah 
 

August 18, 2019 Sermon Title: “A Patriotic Israelite”     Pastor Calvin Park 

   Scriptures: Jonah 1 

   Theme: Jonah--for unknown reasons--disobeys God  

 

August 25, 2019 Sermon Title: “In the Belly of the Fish”         Pastor Calvin Park 

   Scripture: Jonah 2 

   Theme: Jonah prays for deliverance from the belly of the fish  

  

 
  

   MUSIC NOTES By Lori Holzhauer 

  
Mark your calendars for August 15th and plan on attending the closing program for CLASP!! 

The children attending our summer program are excited to be working on the musical “Follow U, A Place Where 

Knowledge and Grace Meet!”.   

 

Though she is a great student, JJ is always late for school and may have to drop out, but she loves is at Follow U.  Why 

would she need to leave?  What can be done to keep her there?  Join the characters as they figure out why JJ is constantly 

late for school as well as seeing God work a miracle that keeps JJ at her favorite school. 

 

I am so excited to be working with these fabulous kids – their enthusiasm is contagious.  Come and support this important 

outreach program to our community, see what’s been going on at the church this summer!!  Watch the bulletin for more 

details.  



 

 

 SERVING THE CHURCH 

Welcomers/Greeters/Ushers 

 August Welcomers: 8:15 am Dick & Audrey LeFever 

    10:30 am Doug & Lisa Heisler 

 August Greeters: 8:15 am  Mary Poe & Gloria Brian  

    10:30 am Ruth Ann Wood & Doris Aument 

 August Ushers:  8:15 am  Vince & Judy Becker, Bill Guhl, Sam Glick 

10:30 am Bob & Kay Swarr, Herb & Darlene Kreider,  

Jim & Deb Krantz 

     

 Nursery Schedule   Sunday School         10:30 Infant /Toddler Nursery 

  August 4  Pam Felpel   Peggy Rasmussen & Rachel Johnson 

  August 11  Kerrr Kreider   Josh & Jess Bledsoe 

August 18  Annice Landis   Brent & Amanda Grumbling 

August 25  Morgan Holzhauer  Darlene Kreider & Donita Reimold 
     

  If you are unavailable for the Sunday you are assigned, please plan to switch with someone. 

Scheduling concerns can be directed to Kerri Kreider – 717.615.2986 

 

ATTENDANCE AND GIVING 

 Date  Morning Worship Sunday School      General Offering          Budgeted Difference*

 June 30   282   114  $11,187.76  -$1,170.24 

 July 7   233   103  $10,139.75  -$2,218.25 

 July 14   220     81  $12,281.00       -$77.00 

 July 21   279   122  $12,428.77        +70.77 

   *Weekly budgeted amount needed to make budget: $12,358 
  

Building Maintenance Fund   Building Rental  Two-Cent-A-Meal        Food Bank  BHA 

  $603.00  $66.00     $127.60  $100.00 $50.00 
 

   PLEASE NOTE 
 

*Articles for the September Newsletter are appreciated by August 20th. 
 

* I feel so very blessed, not only from receiving so much healing from our loving God, but also 

for all the many expressions of love and care that I received in the past weeks. Thank you for the 

many cards, flowers, visits, meals and other expressions of care which were so freely expressed. A comment was 

made to me at the hospital, “It must be something to have so many show they care for you!”. Your care was deeply 

appreciated by Pat and me. Thank you again.  ~Dave DeLong 
 

*Directory Update: Norm Miller Cell: 814.521.2624 & Sandy Miller Cell: 814.521.2672 
 

*Did you ever wonder who changes the message on the board in front of the church? Over the years there have 

been several conscientious volunteers doing this on a regular basis. For the last 10 years, this dedicated volunteer has 

been Carol Trimble. Sometimes it’s been necessary to overcome snow, mud, ice, wind and rain in order to keep the 

sign updated with current information. In fact, Carol has many times needed the assistance of her husband Don to 

open the frozen glass door, or hold it against the wind so Carol can do her magic.  

After 10 years of commitment to this sometimes thankless responsibility, Carol has decided it’s time to retire.  

The Ministry Commission is grateful for all the volunteers who have taken on this responsibility, and especially 

grateful to Carol for her last 10 years of service. So, Carol, please except our big thank you and appreciation for a job 

well done and enjoy your retirement from this ministry, with our deep appreciation! 



 

Faith and Unrest 

I’ve been thinking about how we live out our faith as Christians over the past several weeks. I’ve been thinking 

about how our faith ought to shape what we believe, how we behave, our treatment of others, both those closest to us 

and those who are entirely unknown to us. In his book Theology of Hope, theologian Jürgen Moltmann writes “[F]aith, 

wherever it develops into hope, causes not rest but unrest, not patience but impatience. It does not calm the unquiet 

heart, but is itself this unquiet heart in man. Those who hope in Christ can no longer put up with reality as it is, but 

begin to suffer under it, to contradict it.”  

Moltmann’s thought is a powerful truth. As Christians, when our faith is truly based in Christ. When we hope—

in our deepest being—for his coming again, for his kingdom, for God’s will to be done on earth as it is in heaven, we 

end up people who are impatient to see the world set right. Our hearts are unquiet, yearning for the day when the earth 

will be made whole and right, the day when people will be loved and not hated. Our faith ought to move us to be 

people who embody that different way of living now. This isn’t to say it is easy. But when we run up against the reality 

of the world, the reality of hatred and mistreatment, the reality of pain and loss, the reality of broken families and 

broken people, we ought to suffer under it and seek ways to contradict that reality with the wholeness and love and 

peace that Jesus promises. I think that’s what it means to live out our faith.  

 

~ Pastor Calvin 

 

OUR MEMBERS CELEBRATING BIRTHDAY

Gloria Brian     1 

Pauline Pipkin     1 

Isabelle Scheffel    1 

Robert Young     2 

Kevin Doyle     3 

Shannon Houghton    3 

Josh Housekeeper    4 

Rodney Meadows    4 

Josh Bledsoe     5 

Sara Herr     5 

Graydon Schlagnhaufer   5 

Jackson Holzhauer    6 

Cinda Showalter    6 

Nancy Wenger       6 

Deborah Herr     7 

Tammy Wood     7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kenneth Herr   11 

Robert Hershberger  11 

Debra Krantz   11 

Morgan Robertson  13 

Charles Wagner  14 

Ellis Kreider   16 

Valerie Osborne  16 

Walt O’Connell  17 

Kayla Schneider  17 

Linda Ulrich   17 

 

Howard Twaddell  18 

Audrey Reed   21 

Carol Groff   23 

John Hollinger   23 

Jackson Houghton  24 

Erik Rasmussen  24 

Sabrina Doyle   26 

Dawson Holzhauer  26 

Beverly Ray   26 

Tristan Smith   26 

Robert Wintsch  26 

Cindy Bollinger  29 

Shawn Reimold  29 

Jasmine Gutierrez  30 

Sarah Trimble   30 

Carolyn Welch   31 

 

OUR COUPLES CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES 

Ken and Debbie Herr  1 

Jeremy and Angela Brian 4 

Glenn and Lucille Wenger 5 

Fred and Edna Schneider 13 

Andy and Sarah Trimble 14 

Jeff and Adri Keller  14 

Harry and Teresa Frey  15 

Mike and Tracy Mauger 17 

Ken and Connie Rutt  17 

Rick and Amy Graver  18 

Ed and Mary Etta Reinhart 25 

Raleigh and Peggy Osborne 26 

John and Mary Manges 27 

Ralph and Barbara Kreider 28 

Shawn and Donita Reimold 29 

 

If you have a birthday or anniversary this month and it is not listed, please contact the church office.  



 

Misty Musings 
Pastor Misty Wintsch is musing about flies for our August 2019 newsletter. 

 

  ‘Tis the season. No, not Christmas – summer.  It’s FLY season.  There are all sorts of cute little poems 

about flies, but my favorite one is by Ogden Nash.  It’s short and sweet:  

    God in His wisdom made a fly,  

    And then forgot to tell us why. 

Why indeed!  I can still hear my father’s voice saying, “I hate flies,” and I agree.  Still, my father could watch a 

fly for a few seconds, catch it in his fist in mid-flight, throw it on the ground to stun it and then step on it.  When 

I was a child, I found that fascinating, but try as I might, I never succeeded at being a “fly catcher.” If there is a 

fly in my house, I have to get it and (not bragging or anything) I am pretty good with a fly swatter. 

  Why the supreme hatred of flies, you may ask?  Well, they are gross, they are highly annoying and they 

are almost impossible to get rid of without a fly swatter and a lot of “fly stalker” time I don’t have.  I would have 

thought by now I’d have just recognized that they are plentiful at this time of the year and accepted it, but no, I 

have not.  Recently, there was a fly in my car.  It buzzed around my face while I was trying to drive which is more 

than a little annoying and has the potential to be dangerous.  Swatting at a fly is probably just as outrageous an 

excuse for an accident as glancing at one’s cell phone!  Just so I’m not tempted, I don’t keep a fly swatter in my 

car.  For three days, every time I stopped the car, I rolled down the windows and tried desperately to shoo this fly 

out into the world.  By the third day, I was getting punchy and found myself actually talking to it; trying to 

convince it to leave my car.  I said, “Listen, fly, there is no food in here.  No water.  There’s not even another fly 

for company.  It’s really really hot in here when I’m not driving, and your life span is significantly shorter when 

you live in hot conditions.  On the other hand, if you fly out there (all this said while trying to shoo the fly toward 

the open window), well, this is the farm capital of the world!  You can find some nice cool manure to enjoy for 

the rest of your 15-30 day life span!  Why would you stay in here where there is nothing for you? Nothing!  You 

have to be getting weak from lack of food and water.  Aren’t you bored in here?  And you know what fly, if you 

don’t leave this car, eventually you’ll find yourself feet-up on the rear hatch lid from starvation and heat 

exhaustion!”    

  Now, my friends, I hesitated to tell you this story because I know many of you believe that I am just a 

little pixelated as it is, but this is exactly what happened and I had to share it because (if you know me, you know 

this), during the time I was having this wholly one-sided conversation with a fly, I thought about how it relates to 

our lives as Christians. The fly that had itself trapped in my car in spite of many opportunities to be set free is like 

the person who knows there is nothing for them at home on a Sunday morning – no spiritual food – no fellowship 

– no learning or growth opportunity.  They just keep buzzing around aimlessly sometimes even wondering, “What 

is wrong with my life?  And why do I feel weaker and more defeated all the time – more like there is no meaning 

for my life?”  A human being has a lifespan of maybe 100 years (if they’re blessed with good genes and a healthy 

lifestyle), but a Christian has a lifespan of eternity!  A person with no faith has only this life here.  Why don’t 

people leave the car and go to where the food is – the Living Water?  Why don’t they come and seek the joy of 

fellowship with others and the security of knowing that life with Jesus is eternal?  I think it’s because, like the 

fly, they think what they have might be safer than whatever is out there.  And I think we, as a church, need to go 

to the people in “the cars” (at home on Sunday mornings) and tell them how safe it is in the church, how loved 

they will feel, how welcome they are, and how secure the assurance of eternity really is.  Invite someone to leave 

their comfort zone and come to church.  If they tell you they’ve heard it’s no better than a pile of manure, tell 

them, “NO!  It’s like a wonderful picnic where there are lots of people and fun things to do and the best covered 

dish foods they could ever imagine rubbing their wings together over…errrrr…their hands.” (I may have stretched 

this metaphor a little too far. *she said, grinning*) The next time you are bothered by a fly (it’s inevitable, isn’t 

it?), make a commitment with God to really seek out the lost and confused and invite them to fly free with you!  

Joy and eternal life await them!    

 

And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, 

not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another… 

~  Hebrews 10:24-25a ~ NRSV 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS & INFORMATION
 

SUMMER CLASP ART SHOW AND 

KIDS MUSICAL 
 

Our Summer CLASP program is holding their annual 

art show and musical on Thursday, August 15th with art 

show beginning at 3pm.  Each year the kids work very 

hard on many special projects and our congregation is 

welcome to see all the artwork on display.  Our musical, 

entitled “Follow U” will begin at 6:30pm in the church 

sanctuary. The children have been working hard learning 

songs, motions and speaking lines for this show.  We hope 

you will join us! 

L.I.F.T. 
 

LIFT (formerly named Strong Women) Nutrition and 

Strength Training Classes for men & women will be 

offered by Penn State Extension at Mechanic Grove 

Church of the Brethren. The 8-week class begins on 

September 5th and continues until November 5th. Classes 

are every Tuesday and Thursday at 9am and 10:45am. 

Cost is $60.00. For information about registration contact 

Doris Aument @ 717.464.6662. 
 

2019 TRAIL TREK 
Saturday, October 12th @ 9:00am-3:00pm 

 

Hike with us on Saturday, October 12, 2019. Earn Prizes, 

Eat Ice Cream and Raise Money for Camp.  Learn more 

at www.campswatara.org 
 

23rd ANNUAL COBYS BIKE & HIKE  
Sunday, September 8th @ Lititz COB 

 

Registration is Open! Our annual ride, cycle and walk 

will start and end at Lititz Church of the Brethren. 

Included at our signature event are food, fellowship and a 

silent auction, 65 - mile Motorcycle Ride, 10 & 25 - mile 

Bicycle Ride and a 3-mile Walk. From seasoned           

 

 

motorcyclist to amateur walker, all are invited to join us 

at this family-friendly event to support the ministries of 

COBYS Family Services. Raise support online or in 

person. Learn more at www.cobys.org/bike-and-hike. 
 

MG PAINTING GROUP ART SHOW 
 

Our own Mechanic Grove painting group will be 

displaying their artwork at the Quarryville Library.  

Artwork will be on display from September 26th thru 

November 11th. There will be a reception held on 

Saturday, September 28th from 1-3pm. Members proudly 

displaying their artwork include Ruth Clark, Shirley 

Jackson, June Howell, Jessie Crotti, Nancy Wenger, Bette 

Lou Epler, Helen Hershey and Cinda Showalter.  
 

FALL FUN NIGHT AT SWATARA 
Saturday, October 5th @ 5:30pm 

 

Prepare your favorite Camp Swatara dish (from the 

cookbook or one you remember from camp) and bring it 

along for a carry-in dinner. The kitchen will prepare some 

of our favorites for everyone as well. You won’t want to 

miss the Ice Cream Churn Off with special taste-testing 

judges! For more information and to RSVP contact the 

camp office @ 717.933.8510 or info@campswatara.org  
 

SAVE THE DATES 
 

• Combined Outdoor Service: Sunday, September 8th, 

Sunday school 9am, service 10:15am, cover dish to 

follow service 

• Commissions and Board Meet: Monday, Sept. 9th 

• Mission Offering: Sunday, September 15th  

• Solanco Fair: September 18-20th - MG will be 

helping in the milkshake stand on Wednesday 

• WOW Begins: Wednesday, September 25th 

• 43rd Annual Brethren Disaster Relief Auction: 

Lebanon Valley Expo Center, September 27th  

AUGUST - THE MONTH AT A GLANCE 
     Date   Time  Event & Location 
     Fri. 2  All day  Disaster Relief Golf Tournament 

Sat.  3  All day  MG serving at Rawlinsville Camp Meeting 

Sun.  4  12:15pm Baptisms @ Kreider’s Pond 

Mon.  5  7:00pm  Small Group, Game Night – Gathering Area 

  Sat. 10  4:00pm  Christian Workers Picnic - FLC 

  Sun.  11  6:00pm  Sr. High Mission Sponsor’s Spaghetti Dinner 

Thur. 15  3:00pm  Summer CLASP Art Show - FLC 

6:30pm  Summer CLASP Musical - Sanctuary 

  Fri. 16-17  7pm-7am Jr. High Lock-in @ MG 

Sat.  31  9:30am  Swatara Family Camping Auction

http://www.campswatara.org/
http://www.cobys.org/bike-and-hike
mailto:info@campswatara.org
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