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Questions to ponder: 
-Which is more difficult for you to wrestle with: the idea that going to heaven is determined by 
God’s grace in Christ, not our actions or the idea that going to heaven when we die is not the goal 
of Christian faith? 
-Based on your knowledge of Scripture, if the point of the Christian life is not going to heaven when 
we die, then what is the point of the Christian life? 
-Jesus’ faithfulness in going to the cross is both an example for us to follow and a promise for us to 
hold on to; how does Jesus’ death on the cross serve as an encouragement to us? How does his 
death on the cross serve as an example to us? 
-How is the promise of a life after death meant to encourage us to live and behave differently in the 
here and now?   
-When I (Pastor Calvin), was a child, I used to wonder why God didn’t just take us up to heaven 
when we got saved. That seemed to me the more efficient way of doing things. What beliefs or 
questions did you have about heaven or eternal life as a child that you later found answers to? 
-1 Corinthians 13.3 reminds us that even hardship/suffering, if not accompanied by love, is nothing. 
How do all of these Bible passages combine to present a picture of what the Christian life is about? 
 
From the Bible: 
John 3.16 – “This is the way God loved the world: he gave his one and only son, that whoever 
believes in him will not perish but have eternal life” 
John 11.25 – “Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me 
will live, even though they die” 
Matthew 10.28 – “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be 
afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell” 
Philippians 3.20-21 – “But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a savior from there, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, 
will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 
 
What others are saying: 

• “God allows himself to be humiliated and crucified in the Son, in order to free the 
oppressors and the oppressed from oppression and to open up to them the situation of free, 
sympathetic humanity.”  –Jurgen Moltmann 

• “But the problem is that Jesus’ kingdom (and Paul’s ‘citizenship in heaven’) was about the 
real world, here and now. It was about allegiance. Jesus and Paul were telling the people 
that they must live here with their identities as aliens. They must live by the rules of heaven 
amid the violent earthly powers.” –Shane Claiborne 

• “On the basis of what the [NT] does say, the final home should not be called ‘heaven’ but 
instead the ‘new heavens and new earth,’ and this makes a significant difference for 
understanding that what we do now really does matter—for we will continue doing it on the 
other side of life after death.” –Scot McKnight 


