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 A Christmas carol in our hymnal supplement begins with the words: ‘In the bleak mid-winter frosty wind 

made moan, earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; snow had fallen, snow on snow…’ As I write this column, 

I can identify with these words…especially ‘snow on snow’…difficult driving, closing the church office, 

cancelling worship services.  But despite the inconveniences, the landscape is absolutely beautiful with the white 

snow covering the ground. A walk through Mount Gretna last week was spectacular with a light snow in the air 

and snow clinging to every tree branch, shrub and rooftop and icicles from every cottage some reaching five or 

more feet in length. It was a walk through a winter wonderland. Even in the bleakness of winter there was beauty 

and inspiration in the quiet splendor of God’s creation. 

 

 Our present winter has certainly been bleak and not just because of less daylight and inclement weather 

but the COVID crisis has put many restrictions on us and the political upheaval in our country and tensions within 

the church have compounded our situation. 

 

 But we dare not give up hope. There is good news… vaccines are coming to combat COVID, some 

stability seems to be emerging on the political front and our church is coming together in many wonderful ways. 

I have been greatly encouraged by the number of our members volunteering to help with family ministries, telling 

children’s stories and advancing God’s Kingdom. 

 

 With all the challenges we have faced and are continuing to face there is a remedy to our predicaments 

and it is found in II Chronicles 7:14 “If my people who are called by my name will humble themselves,  pray, 

seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal 

their land.” 

 

 The Lord promises to bring forgiveness and healing if we as his children will humble ourselves, seek 

God’s face and turn from wicked ways. This season of Lent is a time when we are called to do some introspection, 

offer and seek forgiveness, repent of our failures and faults and possibly seek a midcourse correction in our 

relationship to the Lord. We all have sinned and fallen short of what God wants of us. 

 

 My prayer is: ‘Let there be healing on earth…in our country…in our church and within our families and 

let it begin with me’. As a church we can set the example of seeking unity, healing and bringing peace to fractured 

relationships. When Jesus spoke of unity he said: “I, if I be lifted up will draw all people unto me.” Let us lift up 

Jesus and let him set the standard so that the world will truly know we are Christians by our love. 

 

 Is there something of which you need to repent of your life? Is there some relationship which needs to be 

healed? Take the first step toward repentance and reconciliation and what joy will flood your soul. 

 

        ~ Bob Kettering, Interim Senior Pastor  

http://www.mgcb.org/
mailto:church@mgcb.org


 

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES 8:15AM & 10:30AM  
 

Date   Title/Scripture       Speaker 

 

Sermon Series: The I Am Sayings of Jesus 

 

March 7, 2021  Third Sunday in Lent  

   Sermon Title: “I Am the Vine”      Pastor Bob Kettering 

   Scripture: John 15:1-17 

 

March 14, 2021 Fourth Sunday in Lent 

   Sermon Title: “I Am the Light of the World”    Pastor Bob Kettering 

   Scripture: I John 1:5-7; John 9:1-11    

  

March 21, 2021 Fifth Sunday in Lent & Pew Communion 

   Sermon Title: “I Am the Bread of Life”    Pastor Bob Kettering 

   Scripture: Exodus 16:1-12; John 6:22-35       

 

March 28, 2021 Palm Sunday 

   Sermon Title: “From Triumph to Tears”    Pastor Bob Kettering 

   Scripture: Luke 19:28-42 

 

 

ATTENDANCE AND GIVING 
  

Date  Morning Worship Sunday School      General Offering         Budgeted Difference*

 January 31  74   N/A  $10,425.00 

 February 4 Online Giving    $87.09   +$476.09 

February 7  N/A (online only/snow) N/A  $8,980.00 

  February 11  Online Giving    $87.09   -$968.91 

February 14  82   N/A  $8,437.00 

February 18  Online Giving    $475.19  -$1,123.81 

February 21  124   N/A  $10,572.92 

February 25  Online Giving    $83.89   +$620.81 

 

   *2021 Weekly budgeted amount needed to make budget: $10,036.00 

   

Building Maintenance Fund     $434.00 

Solanco Neighborhood Ministries     $150.00 

Benevolence       $50.00 

 

CREAM OF THE CROP AWARD!! 
 

 GREAT NEWS!  Mechanic Grove has been awarded the Church World Service Cream of the CROP award for 

being one of the top fundraising teams in 2020.  Mechanic Grove was #37 among all the teams nationwide who raised funds 

for 2020 CROP Hunger Walks!   

 In addition, the Solanco CROP Walk was also awarded the Church World Service Cream of the CROP award for 

being one of the top fundraising events in 2020.  The Solanco CROP Hunger Walk was #93 among all the CROP Hunger 

Walk fund raising events in 2020.  

 Thanks to all of those in our congregation who supported and/or participated in the 2020 Solanco CROP Hunger 

Walk.  Together, we can make a difference in the lives of those in need around the world! 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS & INFORMATION 
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF 

SHARING 
Sunday, March 21, 2021 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing is a special opportunity for 

our congregation to show God’s love to people who are 

in need.  When you give to the offering, you support the 

life-changing efforts of Global Mission and Service, 

Brethren Volunteer Service, Congregational Life 

Ministries, Brethren Disaster Ministries, the Global Food 

Initiative, the Office of Public Witness, the Office of 

Ministry and many others. With God’s help, your gifts, 

and the dedication of faithful volunteers, the Church of 

the Brethren serves, loves and partners with people all 

over the world. Thank you for partnering in this 

important work! 
 

Church of the Brethren Core Ministries 65% 

Nigeria Crisis Fund   20% 

Love Inc. (Homes for Hope) 7.5% 

Susquehanna Valley Ministries 7.5% 
 

BREAD AND CUP 

COMMUNION 
Sunday, March 21, 2021 

 

Bread and Cup Communion will be offered during the 

morning worship services on March 21st. This will take 

the place of our spring Love Feast service due to COVID 

restrictions. The deacons are looking forward to holding 

our fall Love Feast on Sunday, October 3rd with the hope 

and prayer that the COVID concerns will have subsided 

allowing us to have our traditional Love Feast.  

EASTER SONRISE 

SERVICE 
Sunday, April 4, 2020 

 

This is the 25th year since we started celebrating Easter 

sunrise at the Platt’s. (Missed 24th year because of the 

virus.) We are working on plans to have a safe and 

glorious time together this year. Arrive 6:15am for an 

informal, approximately ½ hour service at 6:30am. More 

information in future bulletins.  
 

MISSION SUNDAY 
November 14, 2012 

 

A Mission Sunday has been 

scheduled for November 14th with 

Josiah Ludwick as the guest preacher. Josiah is on the 

staff of Harrisburg First Church of the Brethren. He and 

his family recently helped to plant the Church of the 

Brethren in Rwanda. During the Sunday school hour, he 

will give a presentation of how the Lord is blessing the 

work of the Church of the Brethren in Rwanda.   
 

SAVE THE DATES  
 

• SONRise Service: Sunday, 

April 4th @ 6:15am 

• Easter Sunday: April 4th  

• Commissions, Board & Executive Meet: 

Monday, April 19th 

• Flowing Oil Café: Saturday, April 24th 

 

PLEASE NOTE  
 

*All scheduled events in this newsletter are subject to change.  Please check other means of communication such as 

emails, website, etc. for current updates. 
 

*Articles for the April newsletter are due by March 15th.  
 

*Prayer List/email updates – if you don’t currently receive our email prayer list/updates and would like to please 

contact the church office or visit: http://eepurl.com/gNWe95. If you do not use email, there is also a phone prayer 

chain available.  
 

*March Greeters: 8:15 am Alan Platt & Earl Mull  10:30 am     Bill Guhl & Ellie Holzhauer 

 

*Telephone Directory Corrections:  Sharon & Rufus Kreider’s email: kreiderrufus@gmail.com      

     Andrew Lefever:  521 Toftrees Avenue 

        Apartment 111 

        State College, PA 16803 



 

 

OUR COUPLES CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES 
  

Jim & Melissa Landis  7 

Everett & Donna Kreider 13 

Shawn & Jennifer O’Connell      19  

Charles & Edna Wagner    20 

Bill & Linda Ulrich  29 

Bob & Denise Young    29
 

OUR COUPLES CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS 
 
Dale Bollinger     2 

Lindsay Capoferri  2 

Walt Cunningham IV   2 

Suzanne Hershey  2 

Jennifer Berkey  3 

Bill Guhl   3 

Eric Newswanger  3 

Perrie Holzhauer  4 

Donna Kreider (Mrs. Larry) 4 

Wyatt Kershner  5 

Tracy Pollock   6 

Kyle Johnson   10 

Noelle Schneider  12 

Gayle Hershberger  13 

Sheri Johnson   13 

Ellie Holzhauer  14 

Brian Landis   14 

Emma Housekeeper  15 

Rhonda Holloway  16 

Karen McComsey  16 

Ethan Mellott   16 

Anna Jane Glisson  17 

Lucille Wenger   17 

Lisa Holzhauer   18 

Sheila Mull   18 

Ben Wimer   19 

Anna Mary Glick  20 

Rilee Hershberger  20 

Bob Kauffman   22 

Merv Keener   23 

Jake Holzhauer   26 

Tavian McComsey  26 

Krista Lund   27 

Sue McDonnell  27 

Marcus Hart   28 

Rachel Johnson  28

If you have a birthday or anniversary this month and it is not listed, please contact the church office. 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE GROVE? 
 We are living in a time when many gatherings and events have been cancelled or postponed due to the current 

pandemic. At the same time, many persons are looking for ways to gather with other Christians for fellowship and 

personal growth.  Did you know that Mechanic Grove continues to offer a wide variety of ways to gather with other 

Christians to be encouraged and to encourage others in their faith journey?   

For adults, we offer a variety of both small group and Sunday school options.  Below is a list of the current spring 

2021 Sunday school adult Sunday school classes.  If you would like more information or would like to join any of 

these groups, please contact the church office or the person named as a contact person. 

Class Curriculum Location Time Contact 

Christian 

Workers 

International lessons Room 14 9:30 Sunday 

morning 

Ken Rutt 

717-940-9025 

Peacemakers International lessons ZOOM 9:30 Sunday 

morning 

Dave Nichols 

717-598-4806 

Faithbuilders Ray Vander Laan DVD’s Room 33 and on 

ZOOM 

9:30 Sunday 

morning 

Ed Reinhart 

717-786-4323 

Messengers Celebration of Discipline 

Richard Foster 

ZOOM with options to 

meet in person at the 

church if desired 

9:30 Sunday 

morning 

Nancy Wimer  

717-529-6212 

Believers What’s So Amazing About 

Grace – Phil Yancey 

ZOOM Tuesday evening Derrick Kreider  

717-548-4997 

Embracing 

Neighbors 

 Room 24 9:30 Sunday 

morning 

Janae McMichael  

717-824-0228 



 

 

In addition, we have a number of small Care Groups.  Here is the current status of those groups in the upcoming 

months of spring 2021 

Group Curriculum Location & Time Contact 

Tuesday Night Care Group The Bait of Satan 7:00 PM on ZOOM Mary Etta Reinhart 

717-786-4323 

Thursday Ladies Bible 

Study 

Upper Room Devotional 

with study guide 

9:00 AM in Room 14 Ellie Holzhauer 

717-284-2751 

Monday morning Renovare Celebration of Discipline 

by Richard Foster 

6:00 AM via ZOOM Mary Etta Reinhart 

717-786-4323 

Monday evening prayer time Sharing of joys and 

concerns 

7:00 PM via ZOOM Kay Swarr 

717-786-2603 

Saturday Men’s Bible study Currently not meeting due to COVID concerns Dave Delong 

717-786-2957 

Young Adults We want to update our contact information for our 

young adults. Please make sure the church office has 

your address, phone number, and email. We look 

forward to planning some events for young adults. 

Sheri and Phil Johnson 

717-786-4647 

 

 

Our children and youth are being led by our Mechanic Grove Family Ministries Team. 

Class Curriculum Location & Time Contact 

Sunday School - Children 

from pre-K to 5th grade 

Fruit of the Spirit 9:30 AM Sunday 

morning Catacombs 

Jess Bledsoe 

717-725-6201 

Kerri Kreider 

717-615-2986 

Family Ministries – Children 

from pre-K to 5th grade 

The Armor of God 6:30 to 7:30 PM 

1st and 3rd Wednesday of 

the month Catacombs 

Kerri Kreider 

717-615-2986 

Amanda Grumbling 

717-305-0565 

Sunday School -Youth 6th 

grade to 12th grade 

Lenten Study 9:30 AM Sunday 

morning 

Room 8 

Janae McMichael 

717-824-0228 

Family Ministries – Youth 6th 

grade to 12th grade 

Boys: Tailgate Talks 

Girls: Glory Girls 

6 to 8 PM 1st and 3rd 

Wednesday of the month 

Janae McMichael 

717-824-0228 

  



 

 

CAMP SWATARA NEWS & EVENTS 

  



 

 

FAMILY MINISTRY TEAM UPDATE 
 

Upon completing the book we were assigned to read and discuss together, Sustainable Youth Ministry by: Mark 

DeVries, we highlighted and would like to follow through in the following key concepts  

• Creating reasonable & specific job descriptions, for everyone; volunteers & hired positions 

• There is no easy button, be prepared for the mess before it gets better.  We are changing 

from short term patchwork to a ministry based on established systems 

• Youth ministry is not an event… it's a process 

• Equipping leaders with a good support system within the church, we do not need a super-

star leader but we do need an army of volunteers to support them 

• Creating and sustaining traditions  

• Creating clear & measurable goals 

In the final chapters he introduced the concept of a family-based youth ministry, and this is where our team's passion 

was from the very beginning. Our vision for a comprehensive family ministry, serving our nursery-aged children to 

the young adults of the church, looks like the trees out in our “grove.”  

• They have deep roots, the Family Ministry program values Scripture as Roots, our primary focus.  

• The trees in the Grove have wide branches that stretch high and wide. The Family Ministry program values 

reaching up, being a disciple of Jesus and reaching out, making disciples.  

• The trees in the Grove stand tall together, likewise Family Ministry at Mechanic Grove will be made possible 

and most effective as a Whole Family, Whole Church program. Ministry for all ages, but on by all church members 

and pastors.  

• And finally, the trees in the Grove have stood the test of time. Similarly, the Family Ministry program desires to 

honor Brethren practices and community traditions.  

• We desire for our kids, youth and young adults, the same as Paul did for the church in Colossians “So then, just 

as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 'rooted and built up in him, strengthened 

in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.” Colossians 2:6-7 

We will begin to transition and rebuild together based on these core values 

1. Scripture as Roots 

2. Be Disciples - Make Disciples 

3. Whole Family, Whole Church 

4. Honor Brethren Practices & Community Traditions 

This team of people is passionate about transitioning and reviving the children and youth ministries here at our church. 

They are creative and flexible but mostly they are passionate about making disciples with strong roots. Please continue 

to pray over us as we make decisions and serve the Mechanic Grove families. And of course, if you’d like to help serve 

as a “Roots Crew” member, we’re looking for willing hands!    
 

SEASONS OF CHANGE 
 

 Take a look at the bulletin board across from the mailboxes.  Explore the surprises that nature holds and enjoy 

the dramatic array of color and shapes in the monthly pictures.  God’s world is ripe with each season; beauty is captured 

everywhere in nature.  The change of seasons moves us forward to anticipate and enjoy each month. 

 This pandemic has caused us to change our way of doing things or maybe not doing things.  I believe there is 

light at the end of the tunnel.  We will need patience and caring about each other. 

 Let’s look at h beauty in God’s world thru the seasons.  Winter brings snowy day…. bird watching at our 

feeders…the laughter of kid’s sledding down a hill…inside near the fireplace reading a good book. We anticipate the 

approach of Spring…as bulls will bring forth tulips and daffodils to enjoy.  Trees showing signs of flowers about to 

open.  Put away those winter coats!  Summer and warm weather is on its way.  We may be thinking about getting the 

garden ready and what to plant.  Picnics, swimming, family gatherings.  Fall…is next with leaves changing to beautiful 

colors, coolness in the air and canning and freezing our bounty for Winter.  This cycle has continued for decades.  I 

for one like these changes.  I may complain…it’s too hot or too cold, too rainy, or too dry but deep down I think we 

look forward to the cycle of seasons.  We will look forward to better days.  May we continue to feel God’s Presence 

and Guidance and Hope and Love in our lives.  THAT WILL NEVER CHANGE!! 

        ~ by Judy Becker on behalf of the Deacons  
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