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Mission 
 

Happy New Year! As we enter a new year at Mechanic Grove, it’s easy to look around and feel like things 

are different. Pastor Misty is now the lead pastor at the Lancaster Church of the Brethren. Other faces are absent 

that we know and remember fondly—either of staff who have retired or moved to other callings, or of friends and 

loved ones who God has called home. In our community things are ever changing and different. Last January, 

Fergie’s and Musser’s were the two closest supermarkets. Now both have been bought out by Giant, and 

regardless of whether we like those changes or not, they do represent significant change.  

During these times of change, it can be tempting to cling ever more tightly to what is comfortable and 

familiar. Sometimes the stress of change can cause us to fall back into unhealthy habits. Regardless of the 

specifics, it’s important for us as a church to remember during times of change and transition that God’s mission 

for us as a church has not and will not change. The specifics of how that gets worked out might look different, 

but the underlying mission is still the same. The mission that God has given the church is to make disciples. To 

be ambassadors for his kingdom, helping people with the naturalization process, as it were. God is calling us, as 

Mechanic Grove Church of the Brethren, not to rest, not to cling to what is comfortable, but to look outward 

toward our community and to share the gospel with them.   

This mission is the reason the church exists. It’s our life blood, our purpose. We exist not to be a civic 

organization, not to keep one another comfortable, not even to be a loving family for one another that remains the 

same (though hopefully we are a loving family!). We exist to introduce new people to Jesus’ love and welcome 

them into his kingdom, helping them to grow so that they might do the same for others. As a result, we should be 

an ever-growing, ever-changing body of believers. That’s why we’re taking the time in January and early February 

to focus on God’s mission for the church in our sermon series. We’ll be looking at what Scripture says about 

God’s mission, what Scripture says about our purpose as a church and as individual Christians, and hopefully 

we’ll each allow those Scripture passages to challenge us to live differently so that we might more fully 

accomplish the mission God has set for us.  

This new year holds exciting times for us. We’ll continue enjoying some old traditions. There will be 

times that feel comfortable and familiar. There’ll be times when God calls us to embrace one another. There’ll be 

times when we get to enjoy things we’ve loved enjoying for years. But there’ll also be times when God calls us 

to new things. There’ll be times when we have to let go of the comfortable and familiar in order to step forward 

and seize the opportunity God is calling us to seize. When we look back at the end of the year, no doubt we’ll 

conclude that 2020 was a year of transitions. We’ll probably have some things we wished were different. But as 

long as we cling to God, double-down on his mission, and keep moving forward together, we’ll be able to look 

back on 2020 as a good year.  

 

  

      - Pastor Calvin  

http://www.mgcb.org/
mailto:church@mgcb.org


SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES 8:15AM AND 10:30AM 

 
Date   Title/Scripture       Speaker 
 

 

January 5, 2020 Sermon Title: “The Cost of Christmas”    Pastor Brian Berkey 

   Scripture: Jeremiah 31:15 / Matthew 2:16-18 
 

Sermon Series: Mission 
 

January 12, 2020 Sermon Title: “The Mission of God”    Pastor Calvin Park 

   Scripture: Matthew 28:19-20 

Theme: God has given us a mission: to make disciples 

 

January 19, 2020 Sermon Title: “Ambassadors of the Kingdom”   Pastor Calvin Park 

   Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:18-21  

Theme: God is reconciling the world to himself; and he has made us part of that effort  

 

January 26, 2020 Title: “Worship as Mission”      Pastor Calvin Park 

   Scripture: 2 Corinthians 3:17-18 

Theme: The proper outcome of worship is renewed commitment to God's mission 

 
       

 

 

 

SERVING THE CHURCH 

 
Welcomers/Greeters/Ushers 

      January Welcomers:  8:15 am       Glenn & Lucille Wenger 

     10:30 am    Phil & Sheri Johnson 

 January Greeters:  8:15 am       Don & Frances Kreider 

     10:30 am     Brad & Bobbi Davis 

January Ushers:  8:15 am       Ken & Connie Rutt,  

Glenn & Lucille Wenger 

10:30 am     Jr. High Youth 

     

 

 Nursery Schedule   Sunday School         10:30 Infant /Toddler Nursery 

  January 5  Lisa Heisler   Kerri Kreider 

  January 12  Morgan Holzhauer  Josh & Britni Akers 

January 19  Laurie O’Donnell  Linda Frank & Sharon Davis 

January 26  Melissa Houghton  Josh & Jess Bledsoe 

 

 If you are unavailable for the Sunday you are assigned, please plan to switch with someone. 

Scheduling concerns can be directed to Kerri Kreider – 717.615.2986  

 



MUSIC NOTES By Lori Holzhauer 
 

THANKS to all the choir members, praise teams, instrumentalists, soloists, song leaders, organists, pianists and 

choir directors who helped with our music program over the past year.  The WOW & Adult Choir will begin 

their rehearsals on January 8th.  Adult Bell Choir will start on the 9th.  New members are always welcome. If 

you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jr. Bell Choir will be starting on January 15th.   Any interested children in 2nd - 8th grade are welcome to join 

us.  Practice will be on Wednesday evenings at 4:45pm. We will meet in the bell room, located in the upstairs 

Nursery School wing.  If you have any questions, please give Lori a call at 717-284-4549 or 717-951-8880. 
 

 

 

ATTENDANCE AND GIVING 

 Date  Morning Worship Sunday School      General Offering         Budgeted Difference*

 November 24  218   149  $8,800.00  -$3,558.00 

 December 1  227   140           $10,760.35   -$1,59765 

 December 8  264   165           $12,019.50     -$338.50 

 December 15  318   N/A           $250.00  *not calculated in budget 

      Christmas Advent Offering  $12,426.10 

 December 22  336   161  $17,788.90  +$5,430.90 

   

*2019 Weekly budgeted amount needed to make budget: $12,358 

 

Building Maintenance Fund      $2045.00 Building Rental    $907.50            

       Food Bank   $900.00 BHA    $200.00
  

OUR COUPLES CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES 

Dylan and Krista Ricker  7 

 

OUR MEMBERS CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS 
 

Hannah Pollock   2 

Dylan Phipps    3 

Dustin Mellott    9 

Fawn Sample    9 

Misty Wintsch  10 

Barbara Kreider 11 

Brianna Davis  12 

Pamela Scheffel 13 

Drew Housekeeper 16 

Richard Lefever 16 

Robert Groff  17 

David Felpel  18 

Tina Herr  18 

Philip Johnson  18 

Mike Mauger  18 

Linda Frank  19 

Gerald Kreider 19 

Clarence Wenger 20 

Ethan Heisler  22 

Alan Platt  24 

Annice Landis  25 

Holly Cunningham 26 

Madison Houghton 26 

Doug Heisler  27 

Gail Grosh  30 

Mary Poe  30 

Glenn Kreider  31

 

If you have a birthday or anniversary this month and it is not listed, please contact the church office. 

Adult Choir 

Youth - ??? 

Wednesdays 

 7:30 – 8:30pm 

In Room 14 

 

Adult Bell Choir 

Thursdays 

 6:30 – 7:30pm 

In Room 26 



 

CANCELLATION OF SERVICES AND WOW 

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES DUE TO WINTER STORMS 

 The decision to cancel Sunday morning church services will be made by the Moderator and the 

Pastors. Any decision to cancel will be announced on WDAC, 94.5 radio, the church website home page 

(www.mgcb.org), church Facebook page and the church answering machine. If services are not cancelled and 

you feel it unsafe to get to church for you or your family, please worship on your own at home! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 For WOW Wednesday cancellations, we will follow cancellation or early dismissal decisions 

determined by Solanco School District. If school has been cancelled or dismissed early, there will be no WOW! 

There may be other occasions when we need to cancel WOW before Solanco makes its decision. In those cases, 

we will do so by 1 pm on Wednesday. A message will be placed on the church website and church answering 

machine.  
JANUARY- THE MONTH AT A GLANCE 

       

Date   Time  Event & Location 

Wed. 1  All day  Church Office Closed 

Sun. 5  10:30am Children’s Church 

noon  FLC/Kitchen reserved for Believer’s Sunday School 

5:30pm ALPHA Jr. High Youth Group 

   7:00pm ALPHA Sr. High Youth Group 

Mon.  6  6:30pm Small Group, Game Night – Gathering Area  

Wed.  8  5:30pm W.O.W. devotions, meal and activities resume 

Sat. 11  9:00am Church Board Orientation – rm 14 

Mon.  13  7:00pm Commissions & Church Board 

Sun.  19  10:30am Children’s Church 

5:30pm Jr. High Youth Group  

   7:00pm Sr. High Youth Group   

RECURRING WEEKLY EVENTS 

      Day   Time   Event & Location 

  Mondays  6:00am Renovare Bible Study – Reinhart’s Home  

  Tuesdays  9:00am LIFT - rm 33  

     10am-3pm Painting Group – Art room 

  Wednesdays  1:30pm Bible Adventure – Catacombs 

4:45pm Jr. Bells – rm 26  
5:30pm WOW Devotions and meal 

6:30pm Praise Team – sanctuary 

6:30pm WOW activities 

7:30pm Adult choir – rm 14 

  Thursdays  9:00am LIFT – rm 33  

     9:00am Women’s Bible Study – rm 14 

     6:30pm Bell Choir – rm 26 

  Saturdays  7:00am Men’s Bible Study – rm 14 (not 2nd Saturdays)  

http://www.mgcb.org/


 

UPCOMING EVENTS & INFORMATION
 

 MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

BANQUET 
 

Save the Date:  Men's Fellowship 

Banquet on Friday, March 27, 2019 

at 6:30pm.  Entertainment will be Leo Goodman a 

priest from Harrisburg and a very talented Magician. 

This of all those you would want to invite to this unique 

way of hearing the gospel message and enjoy a 

delicious ham dinner.  Watch the bulletin and February 

newsletter for more information.  

 

SHARE-A-MEAL  
 

Share-A-Meal is a popular 

fundraiser here at Mechanic 

Grove. Here is how this works: Persons at Mechanic 

Grove who have agreed to open their homes and 

provide a meal for guests. The host/hostess chooses the 

entrée as well as the date and time and the number of 

guests they are willing to host. The names of the guests 

are a mystery until they arrive that evening.  We will 

need guests to buy tickets to the meal and they will 

enjoy a great time of food and fellowship! Watch 

upcoming bulletins for information and contact Doris 

Snyder with questions. (717.284.3389) The proceeds of 

this event will be donated to Nigerian Crisis Fund.  
 

 ALL CHURCH 

RETREAT 
 

The Church Retreat is Approaching! The Deacons 

have been working on preparing a time for the church 

body to get away for a day and spend time together.  

Brian Messler, pastor of Ephrata Church of the 

Brethren, has been invited to speak about taking the 

gospel, Jesus’ message of grace, seriously.  The day 

will have times of worship, small groups to talk about 

what Brian has shared with us, lunch and even a break 

to fellowship and play some games together. 

When: Saturday, March 14, 2020 

Time: 9 AM to 4 PM (Registration and Continental 

Breakfast start at 8:30 AM) 

 

 

 

 

 

Where: Woodcrest Retreat, 225 Woodcrest Road, 

Ephrata, PA 17522 

Cost: $10 per person, max $30 per 

family (Checks can be made payable 

to: MGCOB) 

Entire families can come 

because childcare will be provided!  

We invite you to register for the 

retreat using a Google Form at:  

https://forms.gle/oDnuvifo8MHCVw6MA.  The QR 

code above will also take you to the registration form.   

Alternatively, there is a box in the gathering 

area with slips of paper to register for the retreat.  All 

payments are to go in the box in the gathering area to 

finalize your registration.  The deacons are excited to 

host this retreat and hope you can make it! 

Direct any questions to a deacon or Pastor 

Calvin. 

 

 COLLECTING 

DIRECTORY 

PHOTOS 
 

We are collecting photos which represent church 

activities with all ages, individuals and groups within 

our church.  We prefer photos taken some time in 2019 

or now through May 2020.  If you would like to share 

photos to be considered for the 2020 church directory, 

please send photos via email, as an actual size, to Ed 

Heidinger at ed.heidinger@gmail.com. 

 

SAVE THE DATES 
 

• Church Board Member 

Orientation: Saturday, January 11th @ 9am, rm 14 

• Church Board Installation: Sunday, January 12th 

@ 8:15am 

• Deacon Installation: Sunday, January 12th @ 

10:30 

• Commissions and Church Board: Monday, 

January 13th  

• Ash Wednesday: February 26th 

• Commissions and Church Board: Mon, March 9th  

• All Church Retreat: Saturday, March 14th 

• Flavor Fest: Saturday, March 21st  

• Men’s Banquet: Friday, March 27th

mailto:ed.heidinger@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE 
  

 

 

*Articles for the January Newsletter are appreciated by January 15th.  
 
 

The Planning Committee for Pastor Misty’s Farewell Celebration (Lori Holzhauer, Morgan 

Holzhauer & Katherine Tshudy) would like to thank the Congregation for helping to make the day 

special.  Thanks to your donations we were able to present Misty with a generous monetary gift along 

with the beautiful wooden box made by Alan Platt.  I’m sure Pastor Misty will appreciate all your 

words of encouragement and memories you shared on your cards.  We are so grateful for all the people 

that were willing to help with making decorations, the set up & food preparation Friday, Saturday & 

Sunday as well has all who helped to clean up Sunday afternoon.  
 

 

Brethren Housing Association Thanks you!  The families at BHA are grateful for all the donations 

provided by Mechanic Grove Church of the Brethren. Thank you for being an inspiration to these 

homeless women and children. God continues be a blessing to those who are involved in this program! 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 


