
 

 

 

 

 

May 18, 2021 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Mechanic Grove Church of the Brethren in the Diaspora. 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

This coming Sunday is Pentecost, which was originally a Jewish celebration. It was on 

Pentecost, after the ascension of Jesus into heaven, that the Holy Spirit was imparted to the 

believers who gathered in Jerusalem, giving them a new power. My message is entitled 

‘Pentecostal Power’ based upon Acts 2:1-21.  

Pentecost is considered the birthday of the church. Sometimes Pentecost has been called 

Whitsunday or literally ‘white Sunday’ because of the custom of newly baptized persons 

wearing white robes. 

Because of the new CDC guidelines regarding wearing of masks, we will no longer be expecting 

persons to wear masks on Sunday mornings for those who have received their vaccinations. 

The CDC states that unvaccinated persons should wear masks in indoor settings. 

During the week masks will be required by everyone upon entering the church building when 

the Children’s Outreach Ministries are in session until the CDC changes its guidelines for 

schools. Signs will appear on the outside doors explaining the regulations. 

Please note that on May 30, there will be a combined worship service at 9:30 AM in the grove 

around the pavilion with 19th century Brethren martyr, John Kline, telling his story. His famous 

horse, Nell, will also be on hand. In case of inclement weather, the service will be in the Family 

Life Center. Sunday school classes will meet at 10:45. On June 6 we will go back to our regular 

worship services at 8:15 and 10:30 in the sanctuary. 

I want to welcome Josiah Reimold to our staff for the summer as a part-time intern working 

with youth and young adults. Josiah is a licensed minister in our congregation who is a student 

at Lancaster Bible College. He will begin his duties on May 24.   

For this week’s piece of personal trivia, I will focus on my ecumenical Christian background. 

Many Ketterings had Brethren background. My grandfather Kettering was raised Brethren but 

married a gal from the United Zion Church (a small conservative split off from the Brethren in 

Christ). They decided to join neither the Brethren nor the United Zion Church and instead 

joined the United Christian Church (a small conservative split off of the United Brethren 

Church in the 1860s).  
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My father and mother both grew up in the United Christian Church with Cleona Camp Meeting 

being their claim to fame. A great grandfather and two of my uncles were ministers in the 

United Christian Church. The one uncle later was a Brethren in Christ minister and the other 

uncle became a pastor in the Evangelical Congregational Church because he felt called to full-

time ministry and the United Christian ministers were all bi-vocational. Through his influence 

my parents, shortly after they married, joined the Evangelical Congregational Church in 

Palmyra where I accepted Christ and became a member. 

Both of my grandmothers and some of my aunts dressed in the plain garb. After high school I 

became organist at the Spring Creek Church of the Brethren in Hershey where I was licensed 

and ordained to the ministry. Lib was raised Presbyterian in Mount Joy and later Lutheran. Her 

mother was raised Methodist and her farther was raised Disciples of Christ. I have had quite an 

ecumenical mix in my background, but I am thankful for a Godly heritage which goes back 

many generations. 

“Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight 

and the sin that clings so closely and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before 

us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfector of our faith.” Hebrews 12:1-2a 

 

Bob Kettering, Interim Senior Pastor 

 

 

 

     PENTECOSTAL POWER 
 

I. Today is a holy day in the life of the church known as Pentecost. As you may know, the word 
Pentecost was originally a Jewish celebration. The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible defines 
Pentecost as: “a Greek term for the Jewish Feast of Weeks which came fifty days after the 
ceremony of the barley sheaf during the Passover observances. It marked the beginning of the 
offering of first fruits. The New Testament uses the term to refer to the established Jewish 
feast. But since the gift of the Holy Spirit to the church occurred on the day of Pentecost, 
Christians reinterpreted the meaning of it in terms of this event.” 
 
 -we connect this morning with Christians around the world to celebrate Pentecost 
which we consider to be the birthday of the church…it is exactly fifty days after Easter. This is 
the day when we recognize the coming of the Holy Spirit into the lives of those who waited 
upon the Lord in Jerusalem. For us as Christians Pentecost represents a new power which 
came into the lives of followers of Jesus just as Jesus promised with his final words to his 
disciples before his ascension into heaven: ‘You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth’. The Greek word for power is dunamis which is the root for the English 
words dynamite or dynamo or dynamic. 
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II. That same Pentecostal power, dunamis, which filled the believers who gathered together in 
that upper room in Jerusalem nearly two thousand years ago is available to each and every 
one of us this morning. But we must open our lives to receive the Holy Spirit…we must invite 
the Holy Spirit into our lives…we must yield control of our lives over to the Holy Spirit.  

 
 -then and only then will you know what it is to experience this Pentecostal power. Then and 
only then will you know the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Then and only then will you know what 
it means to experience the fullness of the Holy Spirit in your life. 
 
 -a ministerial association in the 19th century met in one of the larger cities in the United States. 
They were gathered together to make plans for a joint evangelistic campaign for their city. 
Someone stood up and said: ‘Let’s invite Dwight L. Moody to be the evangelist.” Moody was the 
most famous evangelist of that time. He was the Billy Graham of the 19th century. 
 
 -one of the ministers in the meeting said: “Why do we need Dwight L. Moody, does he have a 
monopoly on the Holy Spirit?” At that point another minister spoke up and said: “no, Dwight L. 
Moody does not have a monopoly on the Holy Spirit, but the Holy Spirit has a monopoly on 
Dwight L. Moody.” 
 

III.  This is the way our lives should be lived….giving the Holy Spirit a monopoly on our lives. Too 
often in our day certain churches or individuals would have us believe that they have a 
monopoly on the Holy Spirit…in understanding the nature of the Holy Spirit or in being 
bestowed with certain extraordinary gifts of tongues or healing or miraculous signs or special 
insights into the future. 
 

-but my friends, I am here to tell you in no uncertain terms….no single individual…no 
one gathering of believers, no matter how sincere….no one church or denomination will ever 
have a monopoly on the Holy Spirit.   

 
IV.  There is no secret insight for the initiated; there is no magic formula; there is no form of 

speech or ecstatic utterance which will ever enable anyone to have a monopoly on the Holy 
Spirit.   
 
 -our aim, our goal, our prayer as believers should be to let the Holy Spirit have a monopoly on 
us….to give the Holy Spirit total control over every aspect of our lives…this is the Pentecostal 
power of which I speak. 
 
 -therefore the prayer of every believer should not be on receiving a gift of the Holy Spirit; as 
much as it is exhibiting the fruit of the Holy Spirit. Is something really a gift if we request it or 
require it or requisition it? A gift is freely given, often without merit. 
 
 -so it is with the gifts of the Holy Spirit. We do not come to God and page through his 
catalogue of spiritual gifts and choose this gift or that gift, like we would go through some 
merchandise catalogue to make a purchase.  
 

V. The gifts of the Holy Spirit are bestowed upon individuals as the Spirit chooses, not as we 
choose. That is the nature of a gift. The Apostle Paul says in I Corinthians 12 verse 11 that the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit are activated by one and the same Spirit AS THE SPIRIT CHOOSES. 
 
 -therefore the true test of possessing Pentecostal power is not measured by the spiritual gifts 
we have received but by the fruit of the Spirit which we share. 
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 -Paul clearly writes about this in his famous passage from I Corinthians. Let me quote 
from the Message, a paraphrased version of I Corinthians 13. Paul writes: 
 ‘If I speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but do not love, I am nothing but 
the creaking of a rusty gate. 

 
 If I speak God’s word with power, revealing all his mysteries and making  everything plain as 
day; and if I have faith that says to a mountain ‘jump’, and it jumps, but I do not love, I am 
nothing. 
 
 If I give everything I own to the poor and even go to the stake to be burned as a martyr, but I 
do not love, I have gotten nowhere. 
 
 So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I am bankrupt without love’. 
 
 -so speaks the Apostle Paul. The true test of possessing Pentecostal power from the Holy Spirit 
working within us is found in the fruit of the Spirit as manifested in love. 
 

VI. What is this fruit to which I refer? Paul lists the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5 verses 22- 23. 
Paul writes.  ‘The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control’. This is what we should strive for…and pray for…and 
exhibit in our lives.  
 

-Jesus never said that his followers would be known by their gifts; such as healing or 
preaching or faith or speaking in tongues. What did Jesus say? ‘By their fruit…by their love shall 
all people know that they are my disciples’. 
 

VII. You may be a very gifted person…you may just gush with gifts…but if you do not have love and 
exhibit the fruit of the Spirit within your life….everything else you possess is cancelled out…it 
means absolutely NOTHING! 
 
 -the power of Pentecost is possessed by people who produce the fruit of the Holy Spirit. It is 
the Holy Spirit and not the human spirit which must be controlling our thoughts…our 
words….our actions….our relationships. 
 
 -we need to be people motivated by the Holy Spirit…directed by the Holy Spirit…. controlled by 
the Holy Spirit…filled with the Holy Spirit. 
 

VIII. There was a cub scout meeting where the scoutmaster asked how many had done their good 
deed for the week. All hands were raised but one. The scoutmaster told that cub scout to leave 
the meeting and do a good deed. 
 
 -when the boy returned, he had a big smile on his face but his clothes and his hair were all 
messed up. The scoutmaster asked the boy if he had done his good deed; to which the boy 
responded: ‘yes’. The scoutmaster then asked the boy what his good deed was and he 
responded: “I helped an old lady cross the street”. The scoutmaster then asked the boy why he 
looked like such a wreck at which point the boy responded: “She didn’t want to cross.” 
 
 -when we venture forth in faith, even in trying to accomplish something for Christ and the 
church, it should be only at the direction of the Holy Spirit’s prompting. 
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IX. Several years ago I attended a Brethren evangelism conference. The keynote speaker for the 
event was nationally known black evangelist Tom Skinner. In his message Tom shared the 
illustration of a young couple who visited an appliance store to purchase a new refrigerator. 
 
 -the salesman was a super salesman singing the merits of the newest refrigerator equipped 
with many exciting features. It had a frost-free freezer; individually climate controlled sections 
for fruit and vegetables; it made its own ice: cubed or crushed; it had dispensers for milk and 
juice and water…even battery powered lights within the unit. In short it had everything you 
would ever want in a refrigerator and more. 

 
 -the couple decided to purchase the refrigerator and had it delivered. The day it 
arrived, they went to the grocery store and stocked it with hundreds of dollars of food and 
then went to bed for the night. 
 
 -the following morning they went to the kitchen, excited to use their new refrigerator. 
When they opened the door; all the food had spoiled. They immediately called the service 
department asking for a service call. When the repair man came; he discovered the super-
duper refrigerator had not been plugged in to the electrical outlet. 
 

X. How easy to get all caught up in our own abilities, ingenuity, talents and gifts and still be 
lacking the Pentecostal power in our lives because we have not been plugged in to the Holy 
Spirit. It is not our gifts, nor our greatness by which we will be judged and known; but by the 
power of God working in us and through us. 
 

XI. The Apostle Paul warned Timothy that there will be those in the latter days who will hold the 
form of religion but deny the power of it. God wants us to be filled with the Holy Spirit and 
experience the fullness of the Spirit’s power in our lives. 
 

-Paul said ‘Do not get drunk with wine which leads to destruction but be filled with the Holy 
Spirit’. The Bible teaches us that Christians are to be filled with the Holy Spirit. What do the 
scriptures mean when they speak of the filling or fullness of the Holy Spirit?  
 
 -I remember when our children were small and we would eat spaghetti, our children 
would have a little plate of spaghetti which they would eat and claim to be full. It would take a 
much larger plate of spaghetti to fill me up. If I would have eaten their portion of spaghetti, I 
would go away hungry. I am an adult and have a larger capacity for food than our small 
children did. To fill me on spaghetti took a lot more than it did for our small children even 
though the portions differed. 
 

XII. Likewise, it takes more for the Holy Spirit to fill us as we grow in our faith. We continue to 
need in-fillings of the Holy Spirit into our lives. There are many in-fillings of the Holy Spirit but 
only one baptism by the Holy Spirit. 
 
 -some churches teach a doctrine called the second work of grace; which they may refer 
to as a baptism of the Holy Spirit which is an experience apart from the new birth. 
 
 -and it’s true, many people’s lives have been marvelously and miraculously touched by 
a new power and presence of the Holy Spirit sometime after their initial conversion. Do I 
believe in a second work of grace? YES! But I also believe in a third and a fourth and so on. 
The Holy Spirit continues to manifest himself in our lives repeatedly. 
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 -it is interesting to note that the command to be filled with the Holy Spirit in the original 
Greek language connotes the idea of continuously being filled. 

 
XIII. The real question is HOW do we become FILLED with the Holy Spirit and experience the 

fullness and power of the Holy Spirit in our lives? Listen carefully…every time you consciously 
yield your will to God and submit to the Holy Spirit...the Holy Spirit FILLS that void.  

 
 -every time you say YES to the Lord…you receive an in-filling of the Holy Spirit in your 
life and you move to a higher spiritual plain…and become more obedient to Christ…more 
faithful to His Word…more sanctified and holy in your living. 
 
 -but let me hasten to say…the Holy Spirit cannot fill that which is already occupied by 
something else.  
 

-if your life is filled with things not pleasing to God, you cannot be full of the Holy Spirit 
because there are competitors for the control room of your life. Don’t let the devil hijack your 
life! Instead…BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT. Let the Holy Spirit reign supreme in all of 
your life. 
 

XIV. Being filled with the Holy Spirit does not mean that you have all of the Holy Spirit that there is 
to have. It means rather that the Holy Spirit is to have ALL OF YOU! This is an important 
concept to understand in our experience with the Holy Spirit. 
 
 -if you go to the ocean and you take a bottle and dip it into the ocean until the bottle is 
filled, you have the ocean filling the bottle, but you obviously don’t have ALL the ocean in the 
bottle.  
 

XV. And so it is with the Holy Spirit. Open yourself to the Holy Spirit so that HE can have ALL of 
you. That is what it means to be filled with the Holy Spirit.  It isn’t how much of the Holy Spirit 
you have, how many spiritual gifts you have…it is rather…HOW MUCH OF YOU DOES THE 
HOLY SPIRIT HAVE? 
 
 -have you experienced the power of Pentecost in your life? Are you filled with the Holy 
Spirit? Let the Holy Spirit fill you…all of you…every part of you…controlling your actions … 
controlling your attitudes…controlling your affections…controlling your aspirations. 
 
 -remember...the fullness of the Holy Spirit is not how much of the Holy Spirit you have 
nor how many of the Spirit’s gifts you possess…but how much the Holy Spirit has of you.  
 
 -have you yielded… truly yielded your human spirit to the Holy Spirit? Do you want that 
Pentecostal power present in your life today?  
 

XVI. I am going to ask you to be in a prayerful spirit as we sing ‘Spirit of the Living God…fall afresh 
on me.’  If you would open the palms of your hands upward on your lap or raise them up as 
you feel comfortable as a symbol of receiving anew the infilling of the Holy Spirit as we sing. 
 

-if you would like to come forward this morning to express your desire to follow Jesus 
and receive an infilling of the Holy Spirit, come as we sing and we will pray for the Spirit’s 
power to be manifested in your life. 
 
 

 


