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Revelation 
 

Our monthly church newsletter is called Revelations. And on this front page I’d like to talk a little bit 

about Revelation—the book that ends the Bible. Revelation, or more formally, the Revelation to John, is a 

book that I’m constantly asked about. Sometimes I’m asked questions because someone has read it and is 

extremely confused. Sometimes I’m asked questions because someone has read something about Revelation, 

written by a biblical scholar or maybe just someone on the internet, and what they’ve read has confused them. 

There’s a sense that Revelation has something to say to us, something to teach us, but we aren’t quite sure 

what that something is.  

In truth, Revelation is one of the most important books of the Bible. It’s important not so much because 

it tells us about the end of time, but because it reminds us of Jesus’ ultimate victory. By doing this, it tells us 

how we ought to live today, how our Christian faith ought to shape and transform every aspect of our lives. 

It’s also one of the most interesting and exciting (and, at times, yes, complicated) of the biblical books. It has 

warnings to not fall away from the faith. It has broad visions of what Jesus’ kingdom will one day be like, 

indeed, what that kingdom is like even now, though glimpsed only dimly. There are subversive aspects to 

the book as well, seeking to undermine the empires of the world. There is a lot of hope in this book too, hope 

given to Christians in times of persecution, hope that God is in control, hope that eventually all the pain of 

this world will be overcome. It’s a powerful book, and one worth studying.  

So, we’re going to study Revelation! We’ll have a Bible study on Wednesday nights starting in the 

second half of September (watch our weekly announcement bulletin for the specifics). In order to allow as 

many folks as possible to participate, we’ll meet using Zoom at 6:30pm on Wednesdays. I hope you’ll 

consider joining us. Christians often have many questions about Revelation and this will be a wonderful time 

for you to ask questions, find answers, and dig into this book. I’m really looking forward to spending this 

time in Revelation with you. It’s going to be so much fun!   

In September we’ll also be starting a new series of sermons. We’ll be talking about something called 

Moralistic Therapeutic Deism (MTD). This phrase was coined by sociologist Christian Smith after studying 

the religious beliefs of thousands of teenagers as part of a study spanning five years. What his research 

revealed was that Christians in America often replace historical, biblical Christian beliefs with a sort of 

moralistic self-help faith. In our series on Moralistic Therapeutic Deism, we’ll look at the five beliefs of 

MTD that Smith identified, and talk about how they differ from historical, biblical Christian belief and 

practice. Most importantly, we’ll look at what the Bible teaches us on these topics and how we might keep 

our focus on Jesus. I’m exciting to dive into this sermon series as well, and hope that you’ll join us for it.  

 

    - Pastor Calvin  

http://www.mgcb.org/
mailto:church@mgcb.org


 

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES 9:30AM  
 

Date   Title/Scripture       Speaker 

 

One Combined Outdoor Service at 9:30am in “The Grove”  

 

 

 

Sermon Series: Justice 
 

September 6, 2020 Sermon Title: “The Beloved Community”    Pastor Calvin Park 

   Scripture: Revelations 7:9-1; Galatians 2:11-14  

   

Sermon Series: Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 
 

September 13, 2020 Sermon Title: “A God exists who created the world”  Pastor Calvin Park 

   Scripture: Colossians 1:15-20 

 

September 20, 2020 Sermon Title: “God wants people to be good, nice, and fair” Pastor Calvin Park 

   Scripture: Galatians 6:2; Philippian 2:1-4 

 

September 27, 2020 Sermon Title: “The central goal of life is to be happy and feel good about oneself”  

   Scripture:  Matthew 16:24-26; 2 Corinthians 12:10; James 1:2 Pastor Calvin Park 

    

 

 

ATTENDANCE AND GIVING 
  

Date  Morning Worship Sunday School      General Offering         Budgeted Difference*

 July 26   118   N/A  $8,054.00      

  July 30 Online Giving     $346.00  -$1,517.00 

August 2  102   N/A  $8,215.00     

August 6 Online Giving    $346.00  -$1,356.00 

 August 9  128   N/A  $9,423.00   

August 13 Online Giving    $734.10  +$240.10 

August 16  N/A   N/A  $0.00   

August 20 Online Giving    $346.00  -$9,571.00  

August 23  138   N/A  $11,628.00   

   August 27 Online Giving    $539.90  +$2,250.90  

 

  *2020 Weekly budgeted amount needed to make budget: $9,917 

   

 

 

Building Maintenance Fund      $1,159.00 

              Solanco Neighborhood Ministries/Food Bank   $1,150.00  

Children’s Outreach Ministries      $750.00 

 



 

  

MUSIC NOTES By Lori Holzhauer 

  

 

In the past my September Music Notes would start out like this:  Some things never change and as usual our 

choirs will be starting after the Solanco Fair.   Who would have ever thought we wouldn’t have the Fair and that 

choir wouldn’t start the next week?  Usually by this time I have chosen a Children’s Christmas Musical and a 

Cantata for the Adult Choir.  As things change on a weekly basis, it’s impossible to plan anything.  Pastor 

Calvin has encouraged me to think outside the box and be creative, so the wheels are turning, and we will find a 

way to make the Advent Season special and celebrate the birth of our Savior.  

 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE 
 

*All scheduled events in this newsletter are subject to change.  Please check other 

means of communication such as emails, website, etc. for current updates. 

 

*Articles for the October newsletter are due by September 15th.  
 

*Prayer List – if you don’t currently receive our email prayer list and would like to please contact the church 

office or visit: http://eepurl.com/gNWe95. If you do not use email, there is also a phone prayer chain available.  
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS & INFORMATION 
 

GOT BABY BOTTLES?  
 

Way back in March we began a 

Baby Bottle Campaign for 

Pregnancy Resources at 

Cornerstone. Many of you were so 

kind by participating. 

If you have not returned the 

baby bottle, I encourage you to do 

so. Only half of the bottles have 

been returned and with us not meeting in church it 

hasn't been as convenient for some to return them. The 

small crib is still set up in the gathering area for the 

returned bottles, you can drop them off at the church 

office, place them in my mailbox or even drop them off 

at my home. If for some reason you can't return them 

soon please return them when you can, even if it's 

months from now.  ~Thank you, Darlene Kreider. 

 

SAVE THE 

DATES 
 

• TAG Sunday: Sunday, 

September 13th  

• District Conference: October 2nd-3rd, on-line 

• Love Feast: Sunday, October 4th, details to 

follow 

• Commissions & Board Meetings: Monday, 

October 12th @ 7:00pm 

• CROP Walk: Saturday, October 17th, Muddy 

Run Park, arrive @ 8:30am, walk @ 9:00am 

 

  



 

 

 

CAMP SWATARA NEWS 
    

                                                               
From: Camp Swatara Food Service Manager 

 

To: Camp Swatara Church Representatives 

 

On Friday, October 30, 2020 we will be having the Contributor’s Dinner.  Due to Covid19, we have made 

changes both in preparation and in serving: 

1. We will have two dinners. One at 12 noon and one at 5 pm. 

2. We will have nine tables of four in both the East and West dining rooms. 

3. We will be selling only 144 tickets for the event. Seventy-two guests at each seating. 

4. All food will be served in individual packages and portions. 

 

We will need 20 servers for the day or 10 servers for each dinner.  Servers for the noon dinner should arrive at 

Camp at 11am and serve until 3pm. Servers for the evening dinner should arrive at Camp at 4pm and serve 

until 8pm.  

 

Servers need to wear black bottoms and white tops.  I would appreciate if you could check with your 

congregation and email me the names of individuals who would represent your church at this event.  

 

Please email to rbiddle@campswatara.org. I can also be reached at 717-933-8510 if there are any questions. 

Please respond on or before Friday, October 2nd. 

 

Thanks for your service, 

Chef Bob 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Mechanic Grove members interested in 

helping to serve can reach out to our Camp 

Representative – Doris Snyder. 
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OUR COUPLES CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

Eric and Morgan Holzhauer  3 

John and Grace Hollinger         6 

Michael and Melissa Houghton  13 

Bob and Joyce Wagner           14 

Brian and Annice Landis       16 

Barry and Janet Smith   16 

Dick and Audrey Lefever       19 

Jim and Linda Landis   21 

Brad and Bobbie Davis          22 

Larry and Donna Kreider           25 

Treavor and Sheri Teaman      26 

Brett and Lisa Holzhauer      28 

Erik and Angela Schlagnhaufer 28 

Mike and Linda Shoemaker      30  

  
 

 

  

OUR MEMBERS CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS

Maura Housekeeper  1 

Erik Schlagnhaufer  1 

Grace Hollinger  2 

Pete Frey   3 

Cody Landis   3 

Anna Rasmussen  4 

Katherine Tshudy  5 

Greg Bledsoe   6 

Carl Graver   6 

Gladys Spears   7 

Emma Berkey   9 

Kayla Smith   9 

Rebekah Trimble  9 

Lisa Wisse   9 

Caitlyn Mauger  10 

Natalie Kershner  11 

Mason Houghton  12 

Greg Schneider  12 

Pam Felpel   14 

Betty Kreider   14 

Madison Juarez  15 

Paula Chubb   16 

Janelle Brown   16 

Edna Wagner   16 

Bill Epler   17 

Trace Houghton  17 

Acacia Kreider  17 

Cameron Kreider  17 

Bobbie Davis   19 

Dana Landis   19 

Harry O’Connell  19 

Hannah Kreider  20 

Rita Carter   21 

Hunter Heisler   21 

Adri Keller   22 

Randy Clark   23 

Linda Myers   23 

Ken Siegrist   24 

Ken Rutt   25 

Glenn Carter    26 

Louella Johnson  26 

Kara McClune   19 

Cindy Schneider  26 

Amanda Schneider  27 

Tyler Kreider   28 

Sharon Davis   29 

Doris Graver   29 

Jeff Keller   30 
 

 

If you have a birthday or anniversary this month and it is not listed, please contact the church office. 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

HEALTH & WELLNESS COMMITTEE NEWS 

    ~ By the Health Ministry Team  
 
 

    

POSITIVITY 

 

  

What is “positivity”? It’s a healthy mindset that is made up of good feelings, such as HOPE, GRATITUDE, 

JOY, AWE, and LOVE. It can give you the tools to better handle stress, solve problems, and cope with 

hardship. It can boost physical and mental health. Positivity does not mean you should gloss over or ignore 

life’s problems. Rather it means facing your problems and coping with them in healthy ways. Positivity can 

booster the belief that a good outcome to life’s hurdles is possible. 

 

It may feel hard to embrace good feelings when life is throwing you one curve ball after another. Negativity 

may feel like the easier choice. But keep in mind thoughts can impact feelings, feelings can influence actions, 

and actions can help shape outcomes. You can choose the positive path. HOW? It starts by changing your self-

talk and finding ways to spark good feelings. To do that, it may help to: 

 

1) SEEK SERENITY: Try to accept when things don’t go the way you want. Let go of perfection and the 

need to control events or other people. When you feel serene, you can deal with problems in a calmer, 

more productive way. 

2) GROW YOUR GRATITUDE: It may sound trite to “Count Your Blessings” in the face of hardship, but 

it really can help. 

3) PRACTICE BEST-CASE SENARIO THINKING: When you have a problem, make a list of the good 

outcomes that are possible. Then, ask yourself if there any steps you can take to help make them 

happen. 

4) GENERATE MORE JOY: Seek out and pay attention to the people, activities, and events that bring 

you joy. Take time to appreciate the simple pleasures in your life. These can be as ordinary as: 

a. The scent of cut grass or garden flowers on a summer day 

b. Slowly sipping a cup of coffee or tea as you watch a sun rise 

c. Feeling the plush softness of your towel on your skin as you dry off 

d. Savoring each bite of a food you enjoy 

e. Chatting with a good friend 

f. Becoming engrossed in a hobby you love 

 

You have as much potential to build POSITIVITY as you do for 

NEGATIVITY. It’s a choice, it’s your choice. It just takes some time and 

practice. Find ways to trigger and embrace the good feelings that boost 

POSITIVITY. You may have a healthier, happier, and longer life. 

 

Info from Silver & Fit web site 

 

 

~The Health Ministry Team, Judy Becker, Mary Poe,  

  Nancy Wimer, Gail Grosh, and Heather Kreider 
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