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What Others are Saying about John 15:1-17 
“You know how the branch is in the vine, it is a component part of the vine, but do not forget that the vine is also in the 
branch, -that the sap, which is the very life of the vine, flows into every living branch. So we are in Christ, and Christ in 
us, and he says to us, as the marginal reading has it, “Severed from me, ye can do nothing.” What!? Not even a little, 
Lord? Can we not do something good, something acceptable apart from thee? No; “Without me, ye can do nothing.” - 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
 
“The fruit of silence is prayer, the fruit of prayer is faith, the fruit of faith is love, the fruit of love is service and the 
fruit of service is peace.” - Mother Theresa  
 
“Fight they not against such a truth, those men of corrupt mind, reprobate concerning the faith, 2 Timothy 3:8 whose 
reply is only full of impious talk, when they say: It is of God that we have our existence as men, but it is of ourselves 
that we are righteous? What is it you say, you who deceive yourselves, and, instead of establishing freewill, cast it 
headlong down from the heights of its self-elevation through the empty regions of presumption into the depths of an 
ocean grave? Why, your assertion that man of himself works righteousness, that is the height of your self-elation. But 
the Truth contradicts you, and declares, The branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine. Away with 
you now over your giddy precipices, and, without a spot whereon to take your stand, vapor away at your windy talk. 
These are the empty regions of your presumption. But look well at what is tracking your steps, and, if you have any 
sense remaining, let your hair stand on end. For whoever imagines that he is bearing fruit of himself is not in the vine, 
and he that is not in the vine is not in Christ, and he that is not in Christ is not a Christian. Such are the ocean depths 
into which you have plunged.” - St. Augustine of Hippo 

Questions to Ponder: 

• One key element of MTD is the assertion that God doesn’t need to be particularly involved in someone’s life choic-
es. The result of this is that people often follow people and do things that the Lord is actually against, often believ-
ing that it is for the greater good. This idea shows up in a number of ways from personal day to day choices to na-
tional and worldwide decisions. Thinking about this from a Biblical perspective, how would the world be different 
if nations followed the Will of the Lord? 

• On a national level, where do you see the effects of MTD in 2020? 
• On a national level, where do you see the effects of MTD in the history of the USA? 
• Pastor Jeff has said in the sermon that he often finds MTD at work in his own life when he catches himself rational-

izing whether or not he can pursue something that the Spirit has whispered in his heart to avoid. In your groups, I 
am going to ask you to keep confidentiality with one another. Share among yourselves a time when you found 
yourself arguing, or often debating, with the Holy Spirit. 

• Turn to John 15:4-5. According to the Scripture this morning, why is MTD so dangerous, even when we might 
think the ends justify the means?  

• Turn to John 15:7-13. What are the four blessings the Lord promises to those who take every thought and deed to 
Him?  

• Are these four blessings hard to believe? What do we need to give away in order to abide in the Lord’s commands?  
• Turn to John 15:14-17. Will the Lord really give us anything we want? Is everything we want good for us? What’s 

the catch? 
• What if the Lord is saying He is going to change us to desire the things of His heart? Is it possible to be so in-step 

with Jesus that we will start to ask for the things He wants? 

Explore the Bible: 
Turn to Luke 19:1-10.  
* How did Zacchaeus the tax collector display the bad sides of MTD? Was it really so bad for him to want a better and 
more profitable life for himself and his family? After all the Romans were the rulers in the land. Someone had to do the 
dirty deed of collecting taxes didn’t they? 
* If Zacchaeus gave everything back, including four times the amount he cheated anyone, what would happen to his 
estate?  What happens to people who owe more than they have taken? 
* Why did Jesus rejoice as Zacchaeus committed himself to financial ruin? Doesn’t Jesus want good stuff for His peo-
ple? What does this passage reveal about the good stuff Jesus actually wants for His people? 
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