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Questions to ponder: 
-Paul praises the Thessalonians for the way they welcomed the gospel—specifically, those who 
brought them the gospel—think back to when you first heard the gospel, how did you receive it? 
Perhaps you’ve always grown up in church, when did you first start to realize the gospel was 
something that demanded your whole life? How did you react? 
-This passage in Thessalonians talks about waiting for Jesus. We’re a little over a month away 
from the start of Advent, which is also about waiting for Jesus. How is it that we’re supposed to wait 
for Jesus? What does it look like to wait for Jesus? 
-We often think about Thessalonians as having been written by Paul—and it was! But 1:1 indicates 
that it is also a letter from Silvanus and Timothy. How does this first letter to the Thessalonians 
impact the way you think about or understand it? 
-1 Thessalonians 1.5 talks about the gospel coming to the Thessalonians not only in word but in 
power. In Scripture, these sorts of statements often indicate some sort of outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit in the form of miracles. What would it look like for the gospel to come to Quarryville in power?   
-How might the gospel “sound forth” (1.8) from Mechanic Grove Church of the Brethren?  
 
From the Bible: 
1 Thessalonians 1.2-10 – “2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our 
prayers, constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love 
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by 
God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, 
but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of 
persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the 
Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7 so that 
you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord 
has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God 
has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9 For the people of those regions 
report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, 
to serve a living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 
 
What others are saying: 

• “Jesus’s resurrection is the beginning of God’s new project not to snatch people away from 
earth to heaven but to colonize earth with the life of heaven. That, after all, is what the 
Lord’s prayer is all about.”  –N.T. Wright 

• “With great power comes great responsibility.” –Ben Parker, uncle of Peter Parker 

• “God is not simply saving diverse individuals and preparing them for heaven; rather he is 
creating a people for his name, among whom God can dwell and who in their life together 
will reproduce God’s life and character in all its unity and diversity.” –Gordon D. Fee 


