
 

 

 

 

March 9, 2021 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Mechanic Grove Church of the Brethren in the Diaspora. 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Preaching is a great privilege and an awesome responsibility. Sometimes preaching can be 

very challenging like this past week in telling the story of Elsa Gonzalez whose dying son’s 

heart was donated to a young father of three children who would have died without the 

heart transplant of Elsa’s son, Daniel. Elsa was able to connect with the heart recipient and 

got his permission to put her ear to his chest and exclaimed as she once again heard the 

heartbeat of her son. ‘Oh my. Oh my. It beats so strong’. It was tough relating that story 

without becoming teary-eyed and breaking down. 

But what choked me up more is what I said following that story. I said: ‘As a church, we are 

the body of Christ. I know without a doubt that Christ’s own heart beats strongly within us 

at Mechanic Grove. I have felt it.’ I hope you feel it too. We may have come through some 

rough sailing over the past year, but praise God, His presence is alive and well within our 

midst. We have so much to celebrate. 

I celebrate your phenomenal giving through the Mission Stimulus Fund during this past 

month. We will be sending $26,010 to the Delmas Church of the Brethren in Haiti for their 

church building project in Port-au-Prince. Praise God for your generosity. 

I celebrate the multi-faceted Family Ministry Team initiatives which were developed during 

this past weekend’s retreat. There is so much energy and excitement around the new 

organizational plan for pre-school through young adult age groups and the curriculum, 

teaching materials and models being recommended to the Nurture Commission. Major 

changes are projected to minister to the large number of children, youth and young adults 

we are blessed to have actively involved in the life of our church. 

This week’s message will focus on the saying of Jesus: ‘I Am the Light of the World’ based 

upon I John 1:5-7 and John 9:1-11. Don’t forget to change your clocks for daylight saving 

time. We will observe bread and cup communion on March 21. 

For this week’s piece of personal trivia, I would like to share what I do for personal 

devotions. Every other year I read through the entire Bible using ‘The One Year Bible’ with 

365 daily readings. I have used different translations and paraphrases including an attempt 

to read the entire New Testament in German. This year I am reading ‘The One Year Book of 

Psalms’ with readings from the Psalms and commentary for every day of the year. 

Additionally, I am using ‘The Upper Room’ devotional guide.  
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I find early morning before breakfast is the best time for my morning devotions in our living 

room. One benefit of my hour commute to Mechanic Grove is that I have some additional 

alone time for prayer and meditation often with some good music in the background. I find 

the best way for me to praise the Lord is playing hymns on the piano in our living room most 

every day. I hope you all have a plan for spiritual disciplines in your life. 

Now to him who is able to keep you from falling, and to make you stand without blemish in 

the presence of his glory with rejoicing, to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. 

Jude 24-25 

Bob Kettering, Interim Senior Pastor        

  

 

 

I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
 

I. Continuing with the series of sermons based upon the self-disclosure statements by our 

Savior, we focus our attention this morning upon the saying of Jesus as found in the 9th 

chapter of John’s Gospel: ‘I am the light of the world’. 

-in order to understand the scope of the statement ‘I am the light of the world’, we 
must see this saying within its context. This saying of Jesus in John chapter 9 appears in the 
midst of a narrative which records Jesus restoring sight to a man who was blind from birth. 

 

II. As the story unfolds, we find Jesus in the vicinity of the temple in Jerusalem walking along a 

road and there by the side of the road, he notices a blind man. Now it happened that this 

man was not blind as a result of an injury received in warfare nor of a disease such as 

glaucoma, macular degeneration or cataracts which set in, in later life gradually diminishing 

one’s eyesight to the point of blindness…no this man NEVER saw a sunset; this man NEVER 

saw lush fields or an array of beautiful flowers…this man NEVER saw the radiance of a 

rainbow…for John tells us that this man was blind from birth. 

-sometimes illnesses and misfortune are understandable; a person who smokes 
cigarettes and develops lung cancer; a person who engages in sexual promiscuity and 
contracts a venereal disease; a person who cheats others and ends up in financial ruin….all 
of those type of things; unfortunate though they may be, yet make sense.  It is the law of 
sowing and reaping in operation; it is the principle of cause and effect; it is…Paul tells 
us…the WAGES OF SIN…the price of pride. 

 

III.  We can understand why the wicked and guilty experience calamity; however the perplexing 

question asked throughout the ages which seems to elude us is: why do the innocent 

suffer?  

>why is it that a young woman in the prime of life develops breast cancer?  
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>why did good Christian people we know and love die of COVID? 
>why did innocent people suffer and die the other week in Texas from a power outage  
   that lasted for several days?? 
>why do reversals afflict innocent people and even afflict good outstanding Christians?  

 
-as we look at the passage of John chapter 9. We find the question which perplexed 

the disciples was understanding why this man was BORN blind? 
 

IV. Listen to the following scenario: “It had not been a good semester for Steve at school. The 
report card came home displaying 4 D’s; one C and one F. Try as he might, Steve could not 
convince his father that C stood for congratulations and D for delightful. Steve’s father 
exploded. Looking at his son, he demanded: ‘How could this happen?’ Steve replied calmly: 
“Dad that is exactly the question I have.” “What do you mean by that remark?” inquired his 
father. “Well dad, I just wondered- do you think my bad grades are caused by environment 
or heredity?”  
 

V. Well, it was that kind of question which the disciples asked of Jesus in relation to the man 
who was blind from birth. The disciples engaged in a theological discussion seeking the 
reason for this man’s blindness. Why do the innocent suffer? 
 

-the Jews of Jesus’ day had a ready answer for that question: every illness or 
deformity at birth had its origin in some sin committed by the infant’s parents or that 
unborn baby had sinned in the womb. 
 

-Numbers 14:18 was a verse often quoted to justify this position: “The Lord will by 
no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of fathers upon children upon the third and 
fourth generations.” That is why the disciples, seeing the man blind from birth, asked Jesus: 
‘Rabbi, who sinned…this man or his parents?’ They wanted a simple answer to a complex 
problem. 

 
VI. The disciples wanted an answer from Jesus to this question; they wanted his opinion: ‘What 

do YOU think Jesus?’ Who sinned…this man or his parents? Christ’s reply was totally 
unexpected. He said ‘Neither the blind man, nor his parents had sinned, thus causing his 
blindness.’ 

-this was unheard of…this was unprecedented…this was astounding. Christ rejected 
the prevalent Jewish belief that all suffering was the result of sin. Jesus went on to say that 
suffering instead provides an opportunity to show the love and mercy of God. 

 
-Jesus then made a paste of saliva and clay and put it on the eyes of the blind man 

and said to the blind man: “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam.” The man went and washed… 
and received his sight! From birth he had been in darkness and now he could see. Jesus said 
to his disciples as he performed this miracle: “I am the light of the world!” 

 
VII. John’s Gospel tells us ‘God is light and in Him is no darkness at all!’ Ever since creation 

dawned with the coming of light; light has been overtaking darkness. I want to highlight four 
features of the light which Jesus emanates. First of all: LIGHT GIVES SIGHT. 
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-there is no doubt but there is a clear connection between the blind man receiving 
his sight, and Jesus declaring himself to be the light of the world. Without light it is 
impossible to see. The sight which Christ brings is not only physical sight but more basic is 
the symbolic sense of light giving sight…physical sight and spiritual insight! 

 
-as the light of the world, Christ is giving us spiritual insights into the nature, plan 

and purpose of God. In the first chapter of John’s Gospel he says this of Jesus: ‘In him was 
life, and the life was the light of all people’. His light, his witness, is set aglow within us, 
revealing truth unto us, and then our lives, once touched by Christ’s light, reflect that light 
in our lives, thus helping us to lead others to the source of our light. The light we emanate 
can actually draw people to Christ. 

 
VIII. Several years ago on a hot summer night Lib and I were watching television on the 

parsonage breezeway at the Florin Church of the Brethren which sits high atop a hill. 
Suddenly there was a knock at the back door. No one ever came to our back door. This was 
a little scary because beyond our back door was nothing but a steep embankment and corn 
fields which eventually came to Route 283 a half mile away. 
 

IX. As it turned out the man knocking at our back door said his car had broken down on Route 
283 and needed help. He saw the light of the church steeple next door to our parsonage in 
the distance and walked up that steep slope toward the light of the steeple for a half mile 
because he was sure he would be able to receive help there. 
 

-lift high the light of Christ in your life. Christ said ‘I, if I be lifted will draw all people 
unto myself.’ Incidentally, I think that verse needs to be the compelling vision for the Church 
of the Brethren. Christ is the light of God in our world today and we receive our light from 
him as his ambassadors. Paul says: ‘Christ is making his appeal through us!” 

 
-as Christians, when we let our light shine, others see Jesus! A little girl visited a 

great cathedral and noticing the stained glass windows with rays of light shining through, 
she asked her mother who those people were represented in the glass. “Why, they are 
saints” said the mother. As the family left the cathedral the little girl looked up at the great 
windows and said: “Mommy, now I know what a saint is…a saint is somebody through 
whom the light shines.” 
 

X. Light gives sight. Secondly, LIGHT SHOWS RIGHT. Light exposes evil. In John’s Gospel, Jesus 
is recorded as saying: “This is the judgement that light has come into the world and people 
loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone who does evil 
hates the light and does not come to the light, lest their deeds be exposed!” 
 

-this is precisely why the Pharisees hated Jesus. They hated him because he exposed 
their hypocrisy. They hated him because he exposed their lack of love and concern for the 
real needs of people. 

 
-they hated him because he exposed their sin! Instead of the Pharisees rejoicing in 

God, that a blind man received his sight, they threw the man who received his sight out of 
the temple, because he refused to curse Jesus. Christ was being the light, exposing the sin of 
the proud and pious Pharisees. 
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-as Christ continues to be the light of the world, he exposes my sin and your sin and 
exposes all wickedness in the world. Light shows right by exposing sin.  That is what it 
means when Jesus says: ‘I am the light of the world’. 

 
XI. Light gives sight. Light shows right. And thirdly, LIGHT DISPELS FRIGHT. John tells us: 

“Perfect love casts out all fear.” The same could be said of light. Perfect light casts out all 
fear. I am sick and tired of those in our world who are trying to instill fear into our lives at 
every juncture. Just remember….perfect love casts out all fear! Light dispels fright and Jesus 
is the light of the world. David said it so well so long ago: “The Lord is my light and my 
salvation….whom shall I fear. The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be 
afraid?” Or as the Message version paraphrases it: “Light, space, zest- that’s God! So, with 
him on my side I am fearless, afraid of no one and nothing.” 
 

-at bedtime many small children sleep better because there is a night-light shining in 
their room or in the hall. You and I can live more confidently because the light of Christ is 
shining in our world; dispelling fright, relieving our fears. 
 

XII. As a youth I used to practice my music every week on the mighty four manual Aeolin 
Skinner pipe organ in the Hershey Theatre which was the largest organ in central 
Pennsylvania. The large organ console is on a platform which rests in the basement of the 
theatre and can be raised by hydraulic lift to stage level and be rotated 180 degrees. In 
order to get to the organ when it is resting at its lowest position, you have to walk through a 
series of tunnels. I called it the ‘catacombs’ under the theater to get to the organ console.  
 

-I recall several times when there were no lights turned on in those tunnels. I walked 
ever so slowly, feeling my way along the wall, hoping I wouldn’t trip, over something, step 
on a mouse or come across the phantom of the opera. It took quite a little while until I 
made my way to the organ pit. 

 
-but then there were times when the going was easy and swift through those 

tunnels. What made the difference? What gave me more confidence? What helped give me 
steady my steps? 

 
-you know…of course…LIGHT! It was the light which gave me confidence. It was the 

light which dispelled my fear! It was the light which directed my steps! It was the light which 
totally transformed my trek! Paul admonished the Ephesian Christians with these words: 
“Once you were in darkness, but now you are the light in the Lord. Walk then as children of 
Light!” 

 
XIII. In your daily walk Jesus can be your unfailing, unfaltering, unfiltered light! And so… 

>when you are discouraged…walk as a child of light! 
>when you are feeling defeated…walk as a child of light! 
>when you are up against seemingly insurmountable odds…walk as a child of light! 
>when you are hurt or insulted by someone…walk as a child of light! 
>stop the groping…the groaning…the grasping at straws and walk confidently, 
contentedly, consistently, conscientiously….as a child of light. Don’t lurk in the shadows 
any longer or be content to dwell in the darkness! Let Christ be your light. Jesus is telling 
us that he is the light of your world and my world and the entire world! 
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XIV. Light gives sight. Light shows right. Light dispels fright. And lastly, LIGHT MAKES BRIGHT! 
We say the earth is lighted by the sun by day and is lighted by the moon at night. Well that’s 
not quite accurate. The fact is that the earth is lighted BOTH night and day by the sun. The 
light which shines to the earth from the moon at night is really a reflection of the sun. 
Whenever light shines upon an object, that object reflects the light, and this becomes the 
light. We reflect Christ’s glory as we DO what he calls us to do. Let your light shine! 
 
 -it is true one little candle in the night helps dispel the darkness but 100 or 1,000 
candles or one million candles will provide so much more light. Once you have experienced 
the light you want to help others come to the light and receive the light in their own lives. 
Light makes bright…it brings brilliance and joy to life. You are the light of the world! 
 
 -how joyful it is to be a light for Jesus Christ…to have his light shining within us. 
Christ is the light of the world and he wants everyone to bear his light; to leave the darkness 
of doubts and doom; pessimism and pride behind…and come to the light and walk as a child 
of the light. Is that your plan…your purpose…your passion? Let his light shine in your life. 
 

XV. I want to ask you this morning: are you walking in the light of Christ? Is Christ leading you 
and guiding your steps? Have you committed your life to following in the light of Christ? I 
want to give you that opportunity today. 
 

-if you never publicly committed your life to Christ…here is your opportunity. Maybe 
you made a commitment to follow Christ in the past but have faltered and fallen into some 
dark ways in your life and you need to recommit your life to him. 
 

-as we sing this familiar hymn of invitation...I extend this altar call to you to come 
forward and commit or recommit your life to Christ. I will pray for you. You can stand here 
in the front on the main floor or kneel on the steps or come on the top level…physically 
distanced but spiritual intimate with the Lord. If you are listening on-line give me a call this 
week and let me know of your decision.  

 
-come just as you are without one plea and receive the saving power of Christ in 

your life. 
    


