
 

 

 

 

April 6, 2021 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Mechanic Grove of the Brethren in the Diaspora. 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

This past Easter Sunday was a joyous time for our church as we celebrated the resurrection of Christ 

from the tomb. 32 persons gathered at Alan Platt’s home for the outdoor SONRise service followed 

by breakfast on a cold and cloudy morning and 212 attended the worship services in our sanctuary 

plus many others joining us on-line. The bell choir was amazing as they rang their joyous sounds 

calling us to worship. Christ is risen indeed! 

The devotional booklet containing writings from many church members will be a valuable resource 

as we receive inspiration and encouragement to take us from Easter to Pentecost. Thanks to all who 

shared in writing, editing and assembling the booklets. Booklets not picked up in the church 

mailboxes will be mailed to church members. 

This Sunday I will begin teaching a six-week Adult Inquirers Class during the Sunday school hour in 

room 24. The class is open to all persons wanting to learn more about the history, beliefs and 

practices of the Church of the Brethren. Those who have interest in joining the church by baptism or 

transfer of church membership will need to take this class before becoming members. 

Carole Deck from Lancaster Newspapers did an outstanding job in writing an article for last 

Saturday’s newspaper about the challenge Mechanic Grove took on to help the Delmas Church of 

the Brethren in Haiti through the Mission Stimulus Fund during the month of February which 

resulted in our church sending over $26,000 to help purchase land and a building in Port-au-Prince, 

Haiti. I truly praise God for the generous spirit of Mechanic Grove members. 

This coming Sunday will resume the sermon series on the ‘I Am’ sayings of Jesus with the focus this 

Sunday being ‘I Am the Resurrection and the Life’ based upon John 11:17-27. 

For this week’s piece of personal trivia you might be interested in knowing that I am a true 

teetotaler in that not only do I refrain from drinking any alcoholic drinks (a time honored Brethren 

teaching), but I also never drank a cup of coffee nor drank a carbonated beverage. I do drink iced tea 

and sometimes hot tea (black tea with two cubes of raw sugar and ½ & ½ preferably in a teacup). 

For breakfast I drink a glass of apple cider every morning with my favorite breakfast food- peanut 

butter crackers or a bagel or a chocolate chip muffin. Unfortunately, I dislike most cooked 

vegetables except for corn but like a good fresh salad almost every day. Lib and I enjoy Chinese food 

and have gone almost weekly to Hong Kong Garden restaurant in Lancaster all of our married life. If 

you thought I was a little odd, now you know for sure. They say you are what you eat…I am not sure 

what that says about me! Persnickety perhaps. 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you”. Romans 16:23 

Bob Kettering, Interim Senior Pastor 
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    I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE 

 

I. Today’s message continues the series of sermons on I AM sayings of Jesus which we started in 
February with a two-week break for Palm Sunday and Easter. This morning we turn to the 
eleventh chapter of John’s Gospel as Jesus proclaims: “I am the resurrection and the life. 
Everyone who believes in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die.” 

-with last Sunday being Easter, the theme of resurrection was front and center as our 
focus, but Jesus actually talked about the topic of resurrection before he faced the cross. The 
saying of Jesus which we examine this morning was spoken by Jesus following the resurrection 
of Lazarus from the grave.  

II. In the reading from John’s Gospel this morning in chapter 11, Jesus raises his friend Lazarus 
from the dead and declares: “I am the resurrection and the life.” This saying is a precursor to his 
own resurrection but also provides a self-disclosure statement by Jesus as one of the ‘I Am’ 
sayings of Jesus and that is what I want to explore with you this morning as part of this sermon 
series on the ‘I Am’ sayings of Jesus.   

-this morning I want to proclaim to you that you can know for a certainty that Christ can 
fulfill your life now and that you can live eternally with Christ in heaven. Do you have that 
personal assurance? Are you at peace with God? When you die do you know that you will 
inherit eternal life?  Jesus offers us the answer and that is what I want to investigate with you 
this morning.  I believe you can receive the absolute assurance that when you die, you can live 

eternally with Christ in heaven. 

III.  A few years ago I was riding my bicycle along the Susquehanna River trail along Front Street in 
Harrisburg. I turned onto State Street and went into St. Patrick’s Cathedral to rest and meditate. 
St Patrick’s Cathedral is a magnificent structure with a massive dome over the front of the 

sanctuary. 

-like most Catholic churches, there was a cross with the crucified Christ raised high 
above the altar. But above the altar, above the cross, on the front wall of the chancel, facing the 
congregation, near the ceiling, are large letters painted on the plaster which read I AM THE 
RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE. 

-what impressed me was that my eyes were drawn beyond the magnificent marble 
altar, beyond the gilded cross, to the words of Jesus: I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE. 
The resurrection of Jesus is the revolutionary act that captivates us and converts us and gives us 

new life. 

-first of all, I want to explore with you the context of these words of Jesus from the 
Gospel of John, chapter 11.  

IV. Two miles from downtown Jerusalem, on the east side of the Mount of Olives, stood the village 
of Bethany. It was the location of a house in which Jesus had visited many times. It was the 

home of three of Jesus’ best friends: the sisters Mary and Martha and their brother Lazarus.  

-John tells us that it happened that Lazarus became ill one day and word was sent to 
Jesus to come and heal him. When Jesus and his disciples finally arrived in Bethany, Lazarus had 
died and been buried for four days. When Martha got word that Jesus was on his way, she ran 
out to meet him; not to gently break the news to Jesus of her brother’s death; not to seek 
Christ’s compassion, but to lay a guilt trip upon Jesus.  In her grief and anguish and sorrow she 
said: “Lord, if you had been here, our brother would not have died!” 
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-their situation was sorrowful. Their grief was great. They felt helpless and hopeless. 
Psychologists tell us that anger is one of the first stages of grief. Her sister, Mary, makes the 
same accusation to Jesus…If you had only been here sooner, Lazarus would not have died! 

V.  Lazarus had died so young…so suddenly…so needlessly…who can we blame for our loved one’s 
death? This anger and need to place the guilt upon someone or something is usually manifested 
in one of three ways: either the person blames himself or herself for the death, or the person 
blames another person, like Mary and Martha did in this case. Or the person blames God.  

-maybe you have experienced some of this anger when someone close to you died 
unexpectedly. Maybe you were angry at God; or maybe you lashed out at a doctor or hospital or 
close relative…blaming them for the death of someone you loved. Or maybe you blamed 
yourself. If only I would have done thus and so or if only I would not have done thus and so, or 
said thus and so or reacted the way I did. 

VI. Jesus shared in their sorrow. He himself weeps as he hears the news of the death of his friend, 
Lazarus. Did you know that this is the shortest verse in the Bible? Just two words: ’Jesus wept’. 
As a child, it was my favorite memory verse! Jesus goes to the tomb where Lazarus was buried 
and then in a dramatic display of his divine power, has the stone in front of the tomb rolled 
away and cries out with a loud voice: “Lazarus…come out!” 

-John records: “The dead man came out, his hands and his feet bound with strips of 
cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them: ‘unbind him and let him go.’” I can’t 
explain how it happened. It seems unbelievable…it defies logic and yet the Bible records that 
Lazarus was literally resurrected from the dead by Jesus. And then Jesus tells Mary and Martha 
to unbind Lazarus from his grave clothes and set him free. 

-in the midst of their feelings of being helpless and hopeless, Jesus gives a word of hope 
and life when all seemed to be death and gloom. The grave did not keep Lazarus. The grave 
could not keep Jesus and the grave need not be the victor in your life or mine. 

VII. Many people are in bondage today…their spirits are dead…they find little or no meaning in life 
and are fraught by a whole host of fears and phobias. It is into our worlds of death and bondage 
that Jesus comes to us and says: ‘I am the resurrection and the life’. Just like Lazarus, Jesus 
wants to give us new life…to unbind us…and to set us free! 

-in the midst of our lostness…in the midst of our pain….in the midst of our sorrow… in 
the midst of our grief…in the midst of this present pandemic…Jesus comes to bring us hope and 
make life worth living! Jesus said: “I have come that you might have life and have it more 

abundantly.” 

-to know Jesus is to be free…free from sin….and free to live life in its fullest sense. 
Because he lives, we too can live! Bill and Gloria Gaither penned these words to a hymn: 
“Because he lives, I can face tomorrow. Because he lives all fear is gone. Because I know he 
holds the future, and life is worth the living just because he lives!” 

VIII. Live for Christ in the NOW! Our future is shaped by how we experience life NOW! It is significant 
that Jesus coupled the saying “I am the resurrection” with “I am the life!” As Paul confirmed in 
Romans 14:8, so I believe: “Whether we live or whether we die…we are the Lord’s.” 

-Jesus came not just to give us life in its fullest here and now, but also to assure us of life 
after death. The Apostle Paul proclaimed that Christ is Lord both of the living and the dead. We 
can live life radiantly now because we know that we have a blessed hope of life eternal in the 
future…’whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life!’ 
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-a terminally ill person one time told her pastor: “The greatest thing about being a 
Christian is that you don’t have to cling to life as if it were all there is.” For the Christian, there is 
another life waiting, and so you can let go of this one without worrying. 

-when you place your hope and your trust in Christ you take hold of his promises that 
where HE is in glory, there you and I may someday dwell as well. Because of Christ raising from 
the dead on Easter morn, we can have the promise and the assurance of eternity in heaven. 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life! 

IX. The Apostle Paul said in Philippians 3:10 “I want to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection.” Each one of us can know the power of his resurrection. What we experience in 
the present, we can claim for the future. As Christians, we can have the absolute assurance of 
eternal life in heaven…that even though we die…yet shall we live! 

-my father was at a dinner several years ago at Hotel Hershey with some of the 
executives of Hershey Foods and HERCO. The conversation somehow got around to the subject 
of eternity and what there is after death. My dad in his usual direct and dramatic style said: “I 
know that when I die I am going to heaven as sure as Arthur Whiteman is sitting in that chair!” 

X. Well, according to my dad, Arthur Whiteman was totally stunned...his mouth dropped open, he 
turned pale. Several months went by and Arthur Whiteman had a heart attack and ended up at 
the Hershey Medical Center. Do you know what one of his first requests was? He said: “Send for 
Walter Kettering….I want the assurance he has .” 

-Arthur Whiteman, a retired corporate executive, president of HERCO, had a lot going 
for him; but lacked the one thing that mattered most when his life was on the line: the 

assurance of eternal life.  

-I had known Arthur Whiteman my whole life. He was a good man…an honest man …a 
quiet, non-assuming man who lived just down the street from my parents in a very modest 
home and who regularly attended church; but who, despite his success….despite his 
goodness…despite his integrity…despite his membership in a church, lacked the assurance of 
the central promise that Christ came to give all those who call upon his name…the hope…the 
promise…the assurance of eternal life!  

-Arthur Whiteman did receive that assurance and developed a richer, fuller, deeper 
relationship with the Lord, embracing with new meaning the words of Jesus when he said: “I am 

the resurrection and the life!” 

XI. The question of the ages articulated by Job in the Old Testament: “If a man dies, can he live 
again?” is answered by Jesus…YES!...I am the resurrection and the life…those who believe in 

me, even though they die, will live.” 

-Jesus Christ gave hope to Mary and Martha and new life to Lazarus. He has not changed 
his offer…he has been raised from the dead to give each of us hope and new life…for he is the 
resurrection and the life. 

XII. On another occasion recorded in John’s Gospel Jesus said: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it 
were not so, would I have told you that I to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be 
also.” 

-can you claim that promise? Do you have that assurance? Do you know where you will 
spend eternity? Trust in Christ and his promise that where he is, there you too may one day 
dwell….for Jesus is the resurrection and the life!   


