
 

 

 

 

 

         

           March 23, 2020  

      

Dear Church Family, 

 

 

Once again, I’m writing to you to update you on our response as a church to the Coronavirus pandemic. As we walk 

through this time together, I think it’s important that we constantly remind ourselves that our inability to gather in-

person during this time does not mean that we somehow stop being the church. What makes us the church is not our 

gathering, but our mission. May we continue to seek ways to engage our neighbors in conversation around Jesus as 

we continue to use our actions to share his love with our community.  

 

Closure Update 

Following guidelines issued by the White House last week, we are extending our closure from March 27 to March 

31. This means that all events and other gatherings between now and March 31 are canceled. This includes worship, 

Sunday school, and youth events on Sunday, March 29.  

 

Guidance from Governor Wolf’s office strongly encourages organizations to cancel any gathering of more than 10 

people over the next eight weeks. This has also proven to be a fluid and changing situation so far. We will update 

you as we plan for how we intend to proceed. We know that Love Feast and Easter Sunday are fast approaching, and 

everyone naturally wants to know our plans. Rest assured that we are developing contingency plans for these events. 

 

Opportunities for Connection 

While we are not presently gathering in-person, we are trying to provide a variety of options to ensure we are 

continuing to connect as a church family. We will gather in the following ways each week as long as our closure 

continues: 

• Worship is being live streamed at 9:30am every Sunday. We are aware that some folks have had trouble 

with streaming on Facebook, and we are looking into more reliable options for streaming. We will give 

updates on that through our email list and Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/MechanicGroveCOB/). There is also an option to dial a special number and 

listen to the service live via the phone. Please dial 301.715.8592 and enter 433 174 514# when prompted for 

a meeting ID. 

• Each Sunday, following worship, we are gathering using a program called Zoom for a time of fellowship 

directly following our live streamed worship. The link is posted each week on our Facebook page and sent to 

our email list. 

• Throughout the week, Pastor Calvin is posting video messages with devotional thoughts and prayer to our 

Facebook page. Times may vary, but typically Pastor Calvin live streams these videos around noon on 

Mondays and Wednesdays. 

• We are working to make all this video content available after the fact on our church website, at this link: 

https://www.mgcb.org/live  
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Office Hours 

We are working to have the church office open during our normal operating hours. However, if you need to stop by 

the church office for some reason, the best time to do so will be in the mornings, between 8am and 12pm, Monday to 

Friday.  

 

Tithes and Offerings 

As we mentioned last week, you are welcome to place your offering check in the mail or drop it off by stopping by 

the church office. You may give online at the following link: https://mgcb.breezechms.com/give/online Please note 

that giving with a credit/debit card does include a charge for the church of 2.9% the total transaction.  

 

Your continued giving will allow us to develop innovative ideas for ministry during this time. Your faithful giving is 

essential as we navigate this time together, and I am grateful to be part of a church that gives not only financially, but 

also gives our time.  

 

Future Updates 

We will continue to update our church family through email, our website, and our Facebook page. We intend to send 

letters such as this through the USPS as well. However, if the governor should issue a shelter-in-place order, as other 

governors have done, our ability to do so may be curtailed. This is why we urge you to sign up to receive our regular 

email updates and prayer requests by visiting this link: http://eepurl.com/gNWe95 

 

Ministering to Others 

We continue to have the opportunity to help others in a variety of ways. Consider reaching out to neighbors with a 

phone call to see how they are doing. If you are in one of the highest risk groups and following the advice of the 

CDC and PA Department of Health to stay at home, we’d love to assist you. There are folks from our church family 

who are excited to help you by picking up groceries or prescriptions or running other errands. Please call the church 

office (717.786.2723) and let us know how we can support you! 

 

Another way we can share Jesus’ love to those in our community is by continuing to support our local food bank. 

Donations can be dropped off at Solanco Neighborhood Ministries (355 Buck Rd Quarryville) 9am-4pm, Mon-Fri. 

The most recent list of requested items from SNM:  

• 4-pack toilet paper 

• Kleenex (tissues 

• cleaning supplies 

• Lg. cans of fruit (peaches, pears, mixed) 

• Size 5 diapers 

• Ramen Noodles 

• Pancake mix & syrup 

• canned tuna & chicken

 

This is a period that feels crazy and unknown. As a result, it can feel overwhelming. May we remember the words of 

Matthew 28.20b “And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Jesus stands with us, even in the 

midst of an overwhelming time. Let’s be sure that we stand with each other as well. If you need to talk and process, 

I’m available to listen and to pray.  

 

Grace & Peace 

 

Pastor Calvin 

Cell Phone: 240.370.6044 

https://mgcb.breezechms.com/give/online

