
Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Mechanic Grove Church, 

On January 26 the Executive Committee gave approval for an idea I shared with them concerning an 

outreach opportunity I am calling The Mission Stimulus Fund.  

As a nation and as a congregation many of us have been abundantly blessed. Some within our congregation 

may have been struggling financially during this past year as a result of the pandemic. Others have not 

experienced an economic hardship and yet most us received a stimulus check from the government during 

the past several weeks. Some may have really needed this check to meet expenses or pay down debt. 

Others may have received the stimulus check without having experienced an economic hardship. 

It is with that in mind that I would like to challenge the members of the Mechanic Grove Church to join me 

in contributing this stimulus check for mission outreach, specifically to help the Delmas Church of the 

Brethren in Haiti to purchase land and a building. The amount they now need is about $60,000. 

Here is some background information about the Delmas Church. The Delmas congregation was the first 

Church of the Brethren congregation established in Haiti located in the capital of Port au Prince. In 2010 

many of the members lost their homes in an earthquake and were moved into temporary shelters. Their 

church building was damaged beyond repair and due to land tilting issues, they were not able to build on 

the same location. 

For the past 10 years they have been worshipping in a temporary structure that was built on the roof of a 

school building in Port au Prince. Land is extremely expensive in Port au Prince due to real estate 

speculation and the desire of many Haitians living abroad to own property in Haiti’s capital city. 

The owner of the school where the church is located has been extremely patient with the Church of the 

Brethren but has expressed a desire to utilize the space for the needs of the school. It is estimated that for 

$80,000 a piece of land with an existing building could be purchased that would require some remodeling 

to serve as a church. Already $20,000 is committed but an additional $60,000 remains. 

Many rural Brethren families send their youth to Port au Prince for secondary education and to find work. 

The Haitian Church leaders desire to have a strong anchor church in the capital to spread the gospel 

through the Church of the Brethren. 

Can we as a congregation, out of our abundance, help our brothers and sisters in Haiti with this project? Lib 

and I are contributing our $1,200 stimulus check to start this effort in our church. If you are able, would you 

consider contributing your stimulus check, or part of it or maybe even more?  

This is a time in the life of our church when we need to focus on God’s greater mission beyond ourselves. I 

would encourage you to consider a donation to this fund which would be over and above your regular 

giving to the church. A special envelope is enclosed for the Mission Stimulus Fund. Please place your regular 

offering envelope number on the envelope. All contributions will be strictly confidential. Thank you for your 

prayerful consideration of this mission challenge. We would like all contributions to be made by March 1. 

Any excess funds will be used to support first responders in our local area. 

Bob Kettering, Interim Senior Pastor 

 

*Please make checks payable to Mechanic Grove Church of the Brethren 


