
Sermon Discussion November 15, 2020 

Questions to Ponder: 

• The passage today is very familiar to many Christians.  What memories do you have of hearing this parable in the 

past?  How have you heard it interpreted? What is your understanding of the message that Jesus is sharing in this 

passage?  

• The traditional understanding of the parable suggests that those who do good deeds for “the least of these” will be 

the “sheep” who are welcomed into their eternal reward and those who fail to do good deeds for “the least of these” 

will be the “goats” who will be sent away to eternal punishment.  Yet the apostle Paul tells us we are saved by grace 

– not by our good deeds. (Ephesians 2:8-9; 2 Timothy 1:9; Romans 3:21-25). How can we reconcile these two 

different understandings? Are we saved by grace or are we saved by works?  

• The Apostle Paul teaches us that we were created to do “good works” (Ephesians 2:10).  Name some examples of 

“good works?” Are “good works” only about doing good things for other people?  Or can we define “good works” 

as a description of the way we conduct our entire lives?  (Ephesians 4:1-6; Romans 12:1-3) In what ways can we 

conduct our lives that would qualify as “good works?”  

• Some people understand the treatment of the sheep and goats is focused on the rewards that Christians are promised 

for being faithful. (1 Corinthians 3:10-15; Ephesians 6:8; 1 Peter 1:17).  Will the way we live here on earth make a 

difference for us in our eternal reward?  Can we expect to gain a better place in heaven by working hard for God 

here on earth – even if our good deeds are not the source of our salvation? 

• This parable is placed among the teachings of Jesus reminding his followers to remain faithful in the coming difficult 

end times.  See Matthew 24:4-8; 22-25; 42-44.   What situations do we face today that challenge our faithfulness to 

God? How can we “keep watch” so that we remain faithful during the troubling days in which we currently live? 

 

From the Bible: 

Read Matthew 25:31-46: “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his 

glorious throne.  All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd 

separates the sheep from the goats.  He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left…… 

  

What Others are Saying: 

• For Matthew, then, the conversation Jesus has with all the nations in the final judgment focuses on the way 

humankind has responded to Jesus in the person of his disciples…..The blessed are those who have opened 

themselves to Jesus by welcoming his messengers and offering hospitality. The accursed are those who have 

rejected Jesus by rejecting his messengers and denying them hospitality.  Richard Gardner – The Believers Bible 

Commentary 

 

• So in an odd way, we come full circle. While “the least of these” does not refer to the poor and powerless, a proper 

understanding of the text nevertheless underscores the centrality of compassionate actions to the gospel. And it may 

cause us to reconsider our evangelistic practices. When we lead people to Christ, do we go beyond praying the 

sinner’s prayer with them? - Andy Horvath Christianity Today March 2015 

 

• The church speaks the language of the End, so that we will know just how high the stakes are in the present. Robert 

Macfarlane - Christianity Today, Vol. 37, no. 2. 

 

• Christians have often disagreed over whether believers can forsake their salvation. Perhaps we should compare our 

situation to riding in the back of a pickup truck. All true believers are on board. Some Christians believe the tailgate 

is closed and locked; others believe it is left open. In either case, the logical thing to do is not to see how daring we 

can be in leaning out the back but to ride as close to the cab as possible.- Gordon E. Donaldson, Leadership, Vol. 

7, no. 4 

 

 

 


