
 

 

 

 

March 30, 2020  

 

Dear Church Family, 

 

Another week and another letter with important updates for you about our church’s status as it relates to 

COVID-19. While there are many frustrations with daily life as we each stay at home and distance ourselves 

physically from one another, there are also many blessings folks have shared with me. It is always 

encouraging to hear how God is working in the lives of our congregation, even in the midst of a strange time.  

 

Closure Updates 

We have received many questions concerning Love Feast. We have made the very difficult decision not to 

have an in-person Love Feast on Maundy Thursday this year. We do intend to connect over the internet for a 

simplified time of feet washing and communion on Maundy Thursday (April 9) at 7pm. There is a separate 

letter giving details about that included with this letter.  

 

Federal guidance against large group (10+ people) gatherings has been extended through April 30. As of this 

writing, Pennsylvania has not officially extended shutdown orders beyond April 6, but we expect extensions 

in the coming days. Therefore, we expect not to gather in-person for worship on Easter Sunday. We will still 

worship together via live stream. In addition, whenever restrictions are lifted and we gather in-person again, 

our first Sunday back together—whatever date that might be—will be the day when we celebrate Easter and 

the power of Jesus’ resurrection! 

 

Office Hours 

As Gov. Wolf has now issued a stay-at-home order for Lancaster county, the church offices are closed. Your 

church staff continues to work hard to maintain and adapt ministries and to serve you in a variety of ways. 

Please keep each of them in prayer as they strive to adapt to a variety of challenges that change daily.   

 

Worship Online 

While we remain unable to meet in person due to COVID-19, we will continue to join together and worship 

online (every Sunday at 9:30am). We have moved our Sunday morning worship live stream to YouTube 

Live, as we were experiencing technical difficulties with Facebook and some members were unable to easily 

access the live stream there.  

 

You can find a link to each week’s live stream on the church website at https://www.mgcb.org/live We will 

also continue to post updates and links on our Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/MechanicGroveCOB/  

There continues to be the option to dial a phone number and listen to the worship service live at 9:30am each 

Sunday. Please dial 301.715.8592 and enter 433 174 514# when prompted for a meeting ID.  
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Stay Connected 

It is important for us to stay connected. As we practice physical distancing, it’s natural to experience feelings 

of loneliness. Be sure to take time to call friends and family on the phone to see how they are doing. We 

want to stay connected as a church family as well. That’s why we’re spending some time connecting using a 

program called Zoom after our worship time each Sunday. The appropriate link is shared each week on our 

Facebook page and via our email list. Plan to join us by 10:30am each week and see some smiling faces from 

your church family!  

 

In addition, throughout the week—normally on Mondays and Fridays at around 12:00pm—I use Facebook 

Live to offer some devotional thoughts. Those videos are also available to view any time on our Facebook 

page.  

 

Tithes and Offerings 

It’s important that we each continue our normal giving patterns. Not only is financial giving an important 

spiritual discipline, your continued giving allows us to keep on ministering in the midst of this pandemic. 

Many thanks to all those who are giving faithfully during this time!  

 

You may mail your offering check to the church or give online (via credit/debit card or through ACH 

transfer) at: https://mgcb.breezechms.com/give/online 

 

Final Thoughts 

As we continue to adjust and adapt during this time, if you find that you have needs your church family can 

assist with, please let us know! We have individuals willing to help with errands and other tasks. Please call 

the church office (717.786.2723) and leave a message or contact Pastor Calvin directly. We’d love to support 

you however we can during this time. 

 

It’s also important as confirmed cases of COVID-19 rise in Lancaster county, that we continue to lift one 

another in prayer. We should keep not only the doctors and nurses in prayer, but also those suffering from 

this virus. In addition, the vast impact that this public health crisis is having on our community. Many are 

able to continue working, but some have lost hours or been laid off during this time. Let us continue to pray 

for one another and support one another. As Galatians 6.2 reminds us, “bear one another’s burdens, and so 

fulfill the law of Christ.” 

 

While we cannot be in physical proximity, I remain your pastor. If you need someone to pray with, a 

listening ear, or simply someone to vent to, don’t hesitate to contact me.  

 

Grace & Peace 

 

Pastor Calvin 

Cell Phone: 240.370.6044 

 


