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I would like to start this month’s newsletter by thanking the congregation of MGCB for your incredible support 

of our C.L.A.S.P. Director Tracy Frey when she tragically lost her home in a fire late August.  The response of love 

was overwhelming, and she is incredibly grateful, as am I.  I once again am reminded that we are all part of a greater 

family as brothers and sisters in Christ and it is a blessing to watch that family in action lifting each other up and 

bearing one another’s burdens. 

After being closed for almost three months due to the Corona virus, Child Care and Summer CLASP were able 

to reopen in mid-June.  Because of the many mandates and restrictions, our numbers were much smaller than in 

previous years.  However, I cannot tell you how grateful staff was to come back and start caring for the children and 

families we serve.  Even the children had a special enthusiasm to be together with their peers, socializing and playing.   

This pandemic has taken its toll on all of us in different ways.  Our programs have had to make some significant 

changes in order to keep staff and children safe.  Because of the health climate at the time, all the field trips for Summer 

CLASP this year were canceled, as was our weekly programming with Black Rock Retreat.  The kids remained here 

at our facility Monday - Friday.  Our Director Tracy Frey and the staff really stepped up coming up with new crafts, 

games and activities to make it a fun summer, despite our restrictions.   Many of the children, who have been here for 

a few years, commented that it was the best summer they have had.  There was just a sense of thankfulness and joy in 

being together.   

With this ever-changing health environment, we have had to make many adjustments and come up with several 

plans for each ministry.  Since schools could open, CLASP was able to open as normal, caring for the kids before and 

after school.  Should Solanco need to go to complete remote learning we are prepared to be open all day, watching the 

children and aiding them in their studies.  If you know of any families that would require care for their school age 

children, please have them contact Director Tracy Frey at (717)806-2159. 

Our Child Care had a quiet summer, with a very small group.  As we approached the start of school many of 

our families have now returned, however there are still some spots available.  If you know of anyone who needs care 

for their children infant-5yrs. of age, please have them contact our Director Joan Cutler at (717)786-9089. 

Primary Program was able to start on August 31st, right along with Solanco.  I cannot tell you what a joy it 

was to see these excited five-year olds walk into their classroom.  Sharon Godfrey has done an amazing job preparing, 

and it is wonderful to have some sense of normalcy for them.  Wee Friends Preschool’s opening has been delayed until 

the beginning of October.  With the uncertainty of COVID and not knowing whether school will remain open or need 

to go to complete remote learning, we felt it prudent to hold off starting for a month.  It is our tremendous prayer that 

we will be able to open in October and remain open for the rest of the preschool year.  Unfortunately, our last preschool 

year was cut short due to the pandemic.  Our teachers greatly miss the students and are anxious to be able to come 

back.  Because of the masking mandate our enrollment numbers are down.  We are trying to prepare, just like the 

surrounding schools and preschools, to provide as much normalcy as possible while doing our utmost to protect staff 

and students.  If you know of anyone who might be interested in our preschool program, would you please have them 

contact Director Sharon Godfrey at (717)806-2161. 

I would be remiss if I did not thank and acknowledge the members of the C.O.M. Board.  Trying to make 
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decisions and juggle the ever-changing rules and regulations has been a daunting task.  The Board has been incredibly 

supportive and has walked along side every step of the way in the decision making.  I am incredibly grateful for each 

of them.  None of us anticipated what 2020 was going to bring.  I cannot help but think of Esther 4:14 (please excuse 

my paraphrase) “And who knows but that you have come to your position for such a time as this?”  I know the verse 

was referencing Queen Esther and her role in the deliverance of God’s people, but I truly believe God who is all 

knowing, knew who we needed on this COM Board to move us through “such a time as this”.  So, with all my heart 

thank you! 

I always ask if you would pray for our ministries as we move forward.  I cannot adequately express just how 

important and meaningful your prayers and support are at this time.  We continue hold fast to and find comfort in the 

fact that God is in complete control and He never changes! Thank you for your partnership with us.   

 

  ~In His Name - Aliza Kraynak, Administrator 

     

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES 8:15AM & 10:30AM  
 

Date   Title/Scripture       Speaker 

 

Sermon Series: Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 

 

October 4, 2020 Sermon Title: “God does not need to be particularly involved in one's life”   

   Scripture:         Pastor Jeff Keller 

  

October 11, 2020 Sermon Title: “Good people go to heaven when they die”  Pastor Calvin Park 

   Scripture: Ephesians 2:4-10 

 

Sermon Series: Voting 

 

October 18, 2020 Sermon Title: “Brethren Perspectives on Voting”   Pastor Calvin Park 

   Scripture: 

 

October 25, 2020 Sermon Title: “How's a Christian to Vote?”    Pastor Calvin Park 

   Scripture:  

    

ATTENDANCE AND GIVING 
  

Date  Morning Worship Sunday School      General Offering         Budgeted Difference*

 August 30  142   N/A  $7,674.50      

  September 3 Online Giving    $346.00  -$1,896.50 

September 6  102   N/A  $10,300.50     

September 10 Online Giving    $734.10  +$1,117.60 

 September 13  147   N/A  $4,248.00 

  September 17 Online Giving    $346.00   not included in weekly budget amount 

   Mission Offering      $7,270.00 

September 20  111   N/A  $6,417.00   

September 24 Online Giving    $346.00  -$3,154.00  

 

  *2020 Weekly budgeted amount needed to make budget: $9,917 

   

Building Maintenance Fund      $600.00 

              SNM/Food Bank           $350.00  
Children’s Outreach Ministries      $600.00 

    Benevolence                    $470.00 



 

 

 

Mark your calendars:  The 2020 Solanco Crop Walk will be held on Saturday, October 17, 2020 at 

Muddy Run Park, 172 Bethesda Church Road, Holtwood PA. 

 

This year we will be celebrating the 40th anniversary of the first local Solanco CROP Walk in 1980.  

On the day of this event, there will be a place for each walker to have his/her photo taken under the big 

“40” numbers to commemorate their presence on this special day.  There will also be CROP Hunger Walk 

food themed posters where walkers can have their photos taken to celebrate their participation in this Walk.  

 

Participants in the 2020 Solanco Crop Walk have three options: 

1. Traditional in Person option: Participants may plan to arrive at Muddy Run at 8:30 a.m. The walk will start at 9 

a.m. Registration will take place at tables outside the pavilion.  Coffee and light refreshments will be offered in the 

pavilion.  All walkers are asked to wear face coverings during the registration process.  No face coverings will be 

needed during the walk, although participants are asked to honor social distancing guidelines during their time of 

walking through Muddy Run Park. 

2. Virtual option:  Participants may choose instead to participate virtually.  Here is how:  

• Register online at https://www.crophungerwalk.org/quarryvillepa/.  There is a Mechanic Grove Team already 

in place at this website so participants need only to set up their own account as a member of the Mechanic 

Grove Team  

• Collect your donations by sharing the link to your online CROP Walk account with family and friends. 

• Schedule a time to do this walk on your own.  Feel free to invite family and friends to join you as you honor 

this commitment at a time and location of your choosing. 

3. Hybrid option:  

• Participants may pick up the traditional pledge envelopes available in the gathering area at the church.  

• Collect donations and pledges in the traditional way. 

• Honor the walking commitment at a time and location that is convenient. 

 

The Solanco Food Bank receives 25% of the funds raised by the Solanco CROP Walk.  The remaining 75% of the 

funds raise support the work of Church World Service in their efforts to relief the effects of hunger and poverty around the 

globe. Sign-up sheets and collection envelopes are available in the gathering area.  Invite your friends to join you for this 

fun and important event as we celebrate the 40th anniversary of the local Solanco CROP Walk. 
 

  MUSIC NOTES By Lori Holzhauer 
  

An answer to prayers!! As most of you are aware our organ has been having issues for several years.  When playing 

the organ, our organists never know when it will let out a nerve-racking squeal.  The organ repairman has looked at it 

repeatedly and has not been able to fix the problem.  Buying a new organ doesn’t seem to me, to be good stewardship of 

our money, as I don’t believe the organ will be utilized enough in the future to be worth the exorbitant expense.  The good 

news is:  Mechanic Grove has been offered an awesome gift of a used organ.  Zion United Church of Christ is closing its 

doors and will be selling their church building.  The congregation that will be moving in does not want their organ.  As this 

organ was a gift to them, they don’t think they should sell it, but gift it to someone else.  Joanne Hershey, Caroline Wenger 

and I went to Zion Church and played the organ, it has a beautiful tone. Joanne and Carolyn met with Doug Wimer – owner 

of the Buch Organ Company to get his opinion on the organ. He also went the Zion to check it out and was shocked that 

they were willing to give it to us.  I believe this is a wonderful opportunity for us and an answer to prayers.  We have 

contracted with Buch Organ Company to handle the removal and installation of the new organ.  They feel confident that 

they can complete the installation in time for Christmas.  Donations to the organ fund are being accepted to help cover the 

cost of the installation.    
 

Bell ringers have a standing joke – “I ring ‘cause I can’t sing”.  I guess the joke is now on us.  There are many of us that 

have really missed singing with a choir since Covid-19 shut us down.  We can’t sing, but we can ring!!!!  Currently our 

bells are being refurbished but should be returned to us by October 1st.  Watch the bulletin for details.  

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/quarryvillepa/


 

 

 

HOPE 
 

Advent is still a couple months off, but I’d like to invite you to think forward to that time today. Advent is a time 

of preparation, of reflection, of getting ready for Jesus to come again. It’s typically a time when we think about peace and 

joy, and also when we think about hope. Our Advent sermon theme this year will be around hope. Even in the midst of a 

crazy year, where things feel like they have gone completely off the rails, there is still hope.  

During Advent this year we’ll look at four topics related to hope: Promised Hope (examining Jeremiah 33.14-16), 

Living Hope (examining 1 Peter 1.3-5), Longing for Hope (examining Luke 21.25-36), and Hope in Darkness as we look 

at the Christmas story. Today I’d like to ask you to reflect and think about what questions you have on those topics or 

those Scripture passages. What questions do you have about hope? Please email me or otherwise get those questions to 

me, as I hope to interact with them as part of our Advent sermon series! 

 And, in the meantime, remember that even when it seems darkest, even when things seem to be coming undone, 

we still have hope in Christ. 

        ~Pastor Calvin 
 

PLEASE NOTE 
 

*All scheduled events in this newsletter are subject to change.  Please check other means of communication such as 

emails, website, etc. for current updates. 
 

*Articles for the November newsletter are due by October 15th.  
 

*Prayer List – if you don’t currently receive our email prayer list and would like to please contact the church office or 

visit: http://eepurl.com/gNWe95. If you do not use email, there is also a phone prayer chain available.  
 

*To the Parents of College students: Please notify the church office with their address at college. We would like to keep 

in touch with them and continue to send them the newsletter. 
 

*CANCELED: Christian Workers Sunday School Class dinner and show at Bird in Hand Restaurant scheduled for 

November 10th is canceled.  
 

*The Disaster Relief Golf Tournament Committee would like to thank everyone who contributed money to make our 

“No Golf” fundraiser a success. We received over $11,000.00 in donations and will be sending a check for approximately 

$11,000.00 to the Atlantic Northeast District for Disaster Relief. We have raised $298,000.00 in 26 years to help those in 

need. Thank you!! 
 

*Love Feast – In lieu of our normal love feast the evening of the first Sunday in October, we will celebrate pew 

communion with special sealed elements during morning worship on a Sunday in October, date TBD. For those who 

continue to join us via live stream, on the day we celebrate communion, we’ll invite you to have your own grape juice and 

simply bread or cracker ready so that you can join us from your homes.   
 

*My husband, Mike, and I would like to express our thanks to everyone who has prayed for us and/or donated to us after 

our house fire.  The love, kindness and generosity of this congregation is outstanding!  Thank you so much! Tracy Frey 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS & INFORMATION 
 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
 

Attention All Men: Our Men's Bible study group will 

resume meeting Saturdays beginning October 3rd at 7am in 

Room 14. We will continue using the DVD and book 

entitled "Heaven" by Randy Alcorn. If you plan to attend 

and do not already have a book, call Dave DeLong, 717 

786.2957 so he can order one for you. Looking forward to 

discussing what the Bible, has to tell us about our destiny!  

 

SAVE THE DATES 
 

• Hire a Youth Clean-up Fundraiser: Saturday, 

October 24th 

• National Jr. High Sunday: November 1st 

• Fall Council Meeting: Sunday, November 15th, 

11:45am 

• Church Office Closed: Thursday, November 26th  



 

 

 

OUR COUPLES CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES

 
Nate and Justine Kreider 2 

Brian and Emily Berkey 5 

Lewis and Deb Kreider  6 

Joel and Christine Schneider 7 

Craig and Paula Chubb  8  

Eric and Kim Newswagner 8 

Ken and Cynthia Siegrist 9 

Ryan and Carly Miller  9 

Bob and Marcia Kauffman       11 

Mike and Denise Mellott          11 

Jake & Brittney Holzhauer 13 

Ben and Nancy Wenger           14 

Brian and Veronica Mull          15 

Fred and Barbara Graham         19 

Lars and Peggy Rasmussen     22 

Don and Carol Trimble            22 

John and Jenn Berkey            23 

Jamie and Erin Platt           26 

Kyle and Elizabeth Young 27 

Earl and Susan Mull  29 

Kevin & Sabrina Doyle 31  

 

OUR MEMBERS CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS

Larry Kreider   1 

Mary Etta Reinhart  1 

Hunter Sample   1 

Troy Sellers   1 

Linda Shoemaker  1 

Blake Young   1 

Philip Hershey   2 

Katherine Miller  3 

Wyatt Davis   5 

Angie Schlagnhaufer  5 

Clyde Dubble   5 

Linda Bolt   6 

Dave Wisse   6 

Riley Keller   6 

Kat Casadonti   7 

 

 

Amber Grumbling  9 

Kinsey Grumbling  9 

Rick Nolt   9 

Sylvia Stauffer   9 

James Landis Sr  11 

Darlene Kreider  12 

Cynthia Siegrist  12 

Jenna Miles   13 

Patricia Delong   14 

Josh Akers   15 

Joyce Millhouse  15 

Parklyn (Bunnie) Bledsoe 16 

Sharon Kreider   17 

Chelsie Deaver   20 

 

Heidi Cunningham  22 

Diane Nichols   22 

Joyce Wagner   22 

Earle Hershey   24 

Brett Holzhauer  24 

Colton Houghton  25 

Don Kreider   25 

Glenn Freese   27 

Ruth Cunningham  28 

Charlotte Miller  28 

Nadine Keener   29 

Brielle Akers   30 

Neal Lefever   30 

Betty Zerphy   30 

Brian Mull   31

 

If you have a birthday or anniversary this month and it is not listed, please contact the church office. 

 

 

 

HEALTH & WELLNESS COMMITTEE NEWS 

    ~ By the Health Ministry Team  
 

 

REMEMBER TO GET YOUR 

FLU SHOT 
 

 
~The Health Ministry Team, Judy Becker, Mary Poe, Nancy Wimer, Gail 

Grosh, and Heather Kreider  



 

 

CAMP SWATARA NEWS 
    

                                                             

  

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

MECHANIC GROVE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

1392 ROBERT FULTON HIGHWAY              

 QUARRYVILLE, PA 17566                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 


